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OFFICE CENTER STAFF & HOURS

Reverend James M. Cox Pastor
frcox@churchofsaintmary.org
Monsignor Gerard C. Mesure Weekend Assistant

Deacon Donald O. Nichols Permanent Deacon
dnichols@churchofsaintmary.org

Mrs. Kathleen Wasniewski
kwaz@churchofsaintmary.org

Mrs. Susan Rodzewich

Business Manager

Director of Communications

srodz@churchofsaintmary.org & Stewardship
Mrs. Sandra Olzinski Administrative Asst. to Pastor;
solzinski@churchofsaintmary.org Office Manager,

& Coordinator of Safe Environment

Mrs. Karen Bakey Administrative Assistant

kbakey@churchofsaintmary.org
Ms. Peggy Hinson

Ms. Nadine Keller

Head Sacristan
Campus Custodian

Parish Office Center
Monday - Friday: 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

PREP STAFF & HOURS

Mrs. Mary Goudsward
mgoud@churchofsaintmary.org
Mr. John Coen

Coordinator, Religious Education;
Principal of PREP
Campus Security

Parish Religious Education Program (PREP)
610-287-8156 (Day) t 484-522-0330 (Evening)

PREP Classes: 1st thru 7th Level (Sept. - May)
6:30 - 7:45 p.m. Monday or Tuesday

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sunday 10:30am Mass from October - April

SAINT MARY SCHOOL STAFF & HOURS

Mrs. Heather Sickinger
hsickinger@smsk-8.org

Principal, Saint Mary School

Mrs. Geneviéve Giampa Enrollment
ggiampa@smsk-8.org

Mrs. Marion Hoover Morning Secretary
frontdesk@smsk-8.org

Mrs. Betty Moyer
frontdesk@smsk-8.org

Afternoon Secretary

Saint Mary Catholic School
610-287-7757 T Website: smsk-8.org
Office Hours
Monday - Friday: 8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

PARISH SERVICES

New Parishioners:

If you have recently moved into
our community, welcome! Please
call the Parish Office Center to
register.

Sacrament of Baptism

Baptisms are celebrated on the
second and fourth Sundays of
each month immediately following
the Noon Mass. First time parents
must attend Pre-Jordan Class held
on the 3rd Sundays of the month
at 6pm. Contact the Parish Office
Center to schedule baptism or to
pre-register for the class.

Sacrament of Marriage
Parishioners must contact the
Parish Office Center at least six
months prior to the wedding date.
Pre-Cana session is required.

Pastoral Care of the Sick

If you know of anyone who is
sick, elderly or homebound, please
notify the Parish Office Center for
arrangements.

Sponsor Certificates
Certificates are needed in order

to be a baptism or confirmation

sponsor. To be eligible you:

e Must be at least 16 years old

e« Must have received the
sacraments of Baptism, 1st
Communion and Confirmation

o« If married, must have been
married in a Catholic Church or
a Convalidation Ceremony

e Must be a registered and active
member of Saint Mary Parish.

Please call the Parish Office

Center at least 1 month in advance

of date needed.

SCRIP Gift Card Program
Call the Parish Office Center for
information on this program.




The Jesuit retirement home where I have lived almost four years now usually has some seventy or eighty residents, all over
seventy, all havin alr_ead%be_en blessed with many days on this green earth. We have one man over a hundred, a couple of
others nearing it. During the time of my residence here, some forty men, most of whom I have known, have died. The good
superior of the house has officiated in over eighty funerals of men who have died here, to most of whom he has administered
the last rites of the Church. So we have, as it were, a sh1ft1n§ population between here in Los Gatos and the cemeteries in
Santa Clara and Spokane where west coast Jesuits are buried. About half the men request cremation. Even though the same
rites and words are observed, the mood of a funeral is different when the dead are cremated, with the photo of the deceased
beside the small box of ashes and when the body is present in a casket.

One of my uncles on my step-mother’s side was cremated. At his request, his ashes were spread on a golf course in Florida.
This probably is not legal. I think one of my cousins had his ashes scattered at sea from an airplane. Another cousin of mine, a
retired naval chief, went to work as a “greeter” in a funeral home in Florida. On a visit one time, he asked me if I would like a
tour of the very busy funeral home %t’s Florida, after all) for which he worked. I had never really had an inside view of a
funeral home, even though our neighbor in Knoxville, [owa, when I was a boy, was an undertaker. I said fine to my cousin. He
showed me the caskets and the small boxes for cremated ashes.

We went in to watch a cremation furnace at work. He told me that they could not make enough cremation mechanisms as the
demand from China was so great. The whole cremation was done reverentl%/, quickly, and carefully. He asked me if I wanted
to see a body prepared for a casket. I decided against it. He laughed. Old salts often know more than old clergymen.

Why bring all this up? In L Osservatore Romano, English (October 28, 2016), we find a document entitled “To Rise with
Christ,” from Gerhard Cardinal Miiller, the Prefect of the Congregation on the Doctrine for the Faith. It is a review of the
Christian idea of funerals. The essential thesis is that the traditional Catholic ﬁraptlce of burying the dead is still the preferred
way for Christians to deal with their dead. This tradition does not mean that the increasingly common cremation is not to be
permitted. The explanation for this permission lies mostly in the history of the opposition to burials based on some dogmatic
1ssue.

At the Ash Wednesday service, we receive the ashes on our foreheads while the priest repeats the famous phrase: “Remember
man that thou art dusi and to dust thou shalt return.” The fact is that we return to “dust” in various convoluted ways. If we are
buried at sea, we probablg{ end u}ias fish food. The Parsees in India place the bodies of the dead in large cages in which
vultures devour them. India also had funeral pyres on which bodies were burned. The Egyptians mummified bodies. In that
condition, it took them much longer to return fo dust. The Romans buried their dead.

Once I saw a photo of the old Masonic Cemetery in San Francisco. After the earthquake, the city expanded in that direction.
The photo showed coffins being opened and bones exposed. Most cemeteries are legal entities that last for a certain number of
years. If the ground ceases to be a cemetery, the remains are usually put in a common grave. All ashes and bones are mingled
together. Thus, the difference between cremation and burial in terms of returning to dust is just a question of sooner or later.

Too, I recall the lovely English Cemetery in Rome, so different in mood from the Roman Campo Verano where more recent
Italians buried their dead. Indeed, I have always recommended travelers to visit the cemeteries of the places they frequent to
see what the local people think ot death. Many old churches were surrounded by graveyards. When we compare cremation to
burial, as [ have suggested, we return to dust in both cases, only it takes longer if we are buried. Some skeletons can last a long
time. Very few of the billions and billions of human beings who have ever died on this planet are even identifiable dust today.
Our remains return to elements and soil. The world carries on.

The concern of the Congregation with funerals is, at bottom, doctrinal. Opposition to cremation was usually a reaction to some
theolo%wal point. Cremation was early on said by Masons and others to be an effort to eradicate the notion of the resurrection
of the body. If you returned the body to ashes, how was there anything left to resurrect? When cremation has this connotation,
we still should not choose that means of dealing with the dead. Since most people no longer associate cremation with an effort
to deny the resurrection’s truth, the Church has granted that no real problem with cremation exists if cremation is chosen. But
still, much is to be said for burial.

The history of theology, in one sense, can be seen in theories about the dead, especially the dead body. At the center of the
Christian faith is the Incarnation, life, death, burial, resurrection, and bodily ascension of Christ, the man-God. Even the Creed
affirms that Christ “died and was buried.” Obviously, if we deny that the body exists (some do) or that it really dies, or that we
return as birds or other characters after death, we cannot cope with the exact meaning of Christ’s resurrection. And in Christ,
we find the full understanding of ourselves, of the very being we are when we look at ourselves, beings whose reality most
clearly includes a body, such as it is in its particularity.

It is also clear that if we do not have a body, we are not full or complete human beings. This insight is why those who
maintain that death is the end of us have a point. It is also why we have the doctrine of the immortality of the soul, why we are
not complete without our bodies. The immortality of the soul'is what makes the doctrine of the resurrection of the body
credible and necessary. If when we died, we simply disappeared into nothingness, it would mean that there could be no real
“resurrection” of this particular person who has become a “nothing.”

If the person died and became nothing, then God “recreated” the same person later on, it would mean that there was no
continuity between the one who was born and lived and the one who was resurrected. The immortality of the soul, which
requires its own proof, provides a reason why the person who dies and the person who is resurrected is the same person whose
life is one continuous whole from death to resurrection. Otherwise, heaven and probably hell would be populated by strangers,
not us.

“In burying the bodies of the dead,” the Congregation affirms, “the Church confirms her faith in the resurrection of the body,
and intends to show the great dignity of the human body as an integral part of the human person whose body forms part of
their identity.” Two things are to be noticed in this passage. First, the body is an essential part of what it means to be human.
Some theory of everlasting immortality with no resurrection (the Platonic view) thus is not the teaching on this topic. Second,
what finally matters is the whole being in its integrity of body and soul. The truth of Christian revelation we take on the
authority of the witnesses. Whatever we think of this testimony, the fact remains that the “logic” of the argument is valid. The
soul is not the whole human being. It is incomplete by itself, even though it is immortal. This view implies that the soul in its
very reality looks to, needs the restoration of the body. This truth is what Christian revelation is about.

(Continued on page 5.)



MAS S\%fen/iona ' Weekly Memorial Intentions l

Saturday  April 4

7:30 p.m. Living & Deceased Members Saint Mary Parish

Sunday April 5 Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of
the Lord

7:30am. A Special Intention

9:00 a.m. A Special Intention

10:30 a.m. A Special Intention

12:00 p.m. A Special Intention

Monday April 6 Monday within the Octave of Easter

9:00 a.m. Intentions of Katharine Camey’s Birthday - Mom & Dad

Tuesday  April 7 Tuesday within the Octave of Easter

9:00 a.m. Intentions of Turner Children - Doris Turmner

Wednesday April 8 Wednesday within the Octave of Easter

9:00a.m. Living & Deceased Members Capaldi Family -
Louise Capaldi

Thursday April 9 Thursday within the Octave of Easter

9:.00a.m.  Anna & John Cassidy - Mary Farrell

Friday April 10 Friday within the Octave of Easter

9:00a.m.  Morris Amato - Bob & Donna Forsyth

Saturday  April 11 Saturday within the Octave of Easter

9:00a.m. Intentions of Kaitlyn McGeeney - Bill & Maddie
McGeeney

4:.00p.m.  AlbertJ. Miralles, Sr. - DeSantis Family

Sunday April 12 Sunday of Divine Mercy

7:30 a.m. Living & Deceased Members Saint Mary Parish

9:00 a.m. Chet & Rose Wasniewski - Kathy & Ed \Wasniewski

10:30 a.m. Livingll & Deceased Members Krawchuk & Blum
Families - Kathy Blum

12:00 p.m. Intentions of Daniel R. Pirrall - Mom & Dad

CHURCH
Rose For Life

In memory of

Requested by
Rose for Resurrection

In memory of Debbie Cassel

Requested by Steve Cassel
Sanctuary Lamp
In memory of Anna Monaghan
Requested by Monaghan Family
Altar Candles

In memory of Dorothy Wizimirski

Requested by Saint Mary School Faculty & Staff
Altar Bread and Wine

In memory of

Requested by
Altar Flowers

In memory of

Requested by

CHAPEL

Vigil Light

In memory of

Requested by
Sanctuary Lamp

In honor of Cassie Whitehead

Requested by Flossie & John
Altar Candles

In honor of

Requested by

If you are interested in Mass Intentions or Memorials in memory or honor of a loved one, please contact the Parish Office Center.

Memorials are for one week and begin on Sunday.
Donations: Announced Mass: $10, Unannounced Mass: $5
Rose for Life, Rose for Resurrection, & Vigil Light: $5, Sanctuary Lamp: $10
Altar Candles: $20, Bread and Wine: $50, Altar Flowers: $200

LITURGICAL MINISTRY ASSIGNMENTS FOR APRIL 4 - APRIL 5

MASS  CELEBRANT LECTORS  EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS  ALTAR SERVERS MUSIC SACRISTAN
7:30 PM Fr.Cox A Pesante Biuhm (E?(r)\\gleadnedd) OConmor Kieasi Organ/Cantor Hinson
7:30 AM Msar. TBD ¥ Cégrs‘ﬁgeyr ’(ﬂg\é’d ed) Reo Quiet Hinson
sooam M Roay RSl rteheac, DEAKEEL  OmganCamor  Hinsor
10:30 AM Fr. Cox TBD W‘g’g?if%%’;%‘gad) HRES ol G N Hinson
12:00 PM Fr. Cox TBD R. Gallus, Martinko, TBD Organ/Cantor Hinson

M. Gallus (if needed)

UPCOMING LITURGICAL MINISTRY ASSIGNMENTS FOR APRIL 11 - APRIL 12

MASS CELEBRANT LECTORS EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS ALTAR SERVERS MUSIC SACRISTAN
. Msgr. Grossbauer Bluhm, Keifrider, . :
4:00 PM Mes%re Falconero Hinson (if needed) Larson Rembisz Hinson
3 Msgr. M. McGeene! . ;
7:30 AM Mes%re Watters Cushman (if neezled) Reo, Imms Quiet Hinson
. Bakey J. & J. Klenieski, :
9:00 AM Fr. Cox Ford Forsyth (if needed) Lees Organ/Cantor Hinson
. i O’Donnell M. & J. Corbin, : i
10:30 AM Fr. Cox Martino Brady (if needed) AT=o0 Youth Choir Hinson
12:00 PM Fr. Cox Martinko Longua Wolfinger, Marquez,  organ/Cantor Hinson
: : Cushman (?f needed) O’Connor 9
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Rowen Aldridge, Debbie Atkinson, John Bauer,
’ s Noelle Black, Adam Bockius, Teresa Bockius,

Sue Bones, Rebecca Brown, Greta Buchart, Peggy

Budney, Wallace Budney, Diane Burke, Bill
Bushey, Anthony Caraminico, Paul Casazza, Sharlyn Cline,
Marty Conte, Caroline Conway, Angela Cramer, Susan
Storti Debro, Tom & Suzanne DeSantis, Frank DeSimone,
Angela Desmond, Becky Dice, Don Diesinger, Lou
DiTanna, Wayne Dowd, Kate Elliot, Donna Marie Esche,
Andrew Ferrara, Betty Fetter, Mike Fink, Tom Finnegan,
Ron Fry, Mary Catherine Gallagher, Andy Gdonski, Tony
Gdonski, Karen Giannini, John Glackin, Alan Gonzalez,
Frank Gormley, Everleigh Grace, Michael Grosso, Joseph
Grudzinski, Robyn Gulick, Rob Guzon, Marissa Harding,
Alan Harper, Katelyn Hessler, Michael Holland, Frank
Hood, Danielle Hunter, Esther Hunter, Joseph llacqua,
Joey’s Journey, Isabella Jones, Michael Jones, Mary Ann
Kelch, Kim & Dan, David Kindermann, Saunie Kirby,
Jennifer Klauder, James Koniewicz, Evelyn Kovacs,
Maureen Lee, Jeff Lesitsky, Sue Lolli, Loughrey Family,
Zack Lynn, Shirley March, Patricia Matthews, Karen
McCaslin, Mary Katherine McHugh, Amanda McMullen,
Phyllis Miller, Dana Moore, Rachel Moore, Robert Moy,
Helen Narke, Nita Newsom, Samuel Nice, Mary Jo Nosek,
Bill & Karen Nostadt, Jack Palm, Ryan Palm, Kathy
Pedriani, Chris & Erin Pettit, Sandra Pierzchela, Mary Ann
Grace-Pinchock, Ginger Prendergast, Antoinette Pultorak,
Geri Reynolds, Rick Romero, Edgar Rosa, Dana
Rosencrance, Micaeli Rourke, Sue Rowland, Evelyn Ryle,
Donna Samluk, Jacinta Saporito, Abra Schmidt, Elliot
Schmidt, Joey Schmitt, Tom Schnaubelt, Maria Severoni,
Patricia Shoemaker, Mary Shofran, Maureen Steinmetz,
Carole Sweeney, Chris Szumiloski, Michelle Valentine,
Connie Gimber Venonsky, Pamela Vollum, Richard
Wagher, Patricia Waltz, Ron Wasson, Mary Ann Welsh,
Steve Wilkins, Mary Wills.
If you are in need of urgent or emergency prayers for
situations that arise unexpectedly, please contact Saint
Mary Prayer Warriors at

SMCprayerwarriors@gmail.com

If you would like to add a loved one or friend to the Prayer

List 8olease contact the Parish Office Center at
610-287-8156 or kbakey@churchofsaintmary.org.

PASTOR’S CORNER (from page 3)

The Church has seen man%/ theories in its day on
these issues. If a rite or explanation of what is going
on at a burial imply or teach something that denies
these truths, then the Church cannot condone them.
We can have “erroneous” ideas about the dead. One
error leads to another, so thought is required of our
faith. If we hold that “death is the defimitive annihilation of
the 111)_erson,” we obviously implicitly deny the truth of the
teaching about the resurrection of the body. If we think that at
death we witness the body as “a fusion with Mother Earth or
the universe,” we get rid of any separate being of what we
are. Reincarnation theories would have it that death is a
moment wherein some other being not ourselves comes to
take our place. Others hold that matter and the body are the
cause of evil, so that death “liberates” us from the body as the
source of this evil. This view would make the human being a
soul only instead of a single being made of soul and matter
that is considered good.

Christ, as we recall, died and “was buried.” He rose again.
What is at stake is the notion of a continuity between the dead
and risen bodies. If there were no soul, for example, it would
be pretty difficult to explain how someone who died a
thousand years ago, on resurrection, could be the same
gerson. If ‘there were no continuity, 1t would mean that if

egundo died in 241 A.D. and rose again on the last day,
there would have to be a new creation if there was nothing
continuous between his death and resurrection. In other
words, he would not really be the same person. That position
would negate the whole point of the resurrection as we
understand it. It would mean our actual lives had no meaning.

The death of Christ only required a few brief days of death,
during which Christ is said to be visiting the souls waiting
resurrection. His rising again meant that the same body was
restored, however we want to deal with the decaying issue of
any dead body. So the practice of burying the dead is
conceived to make clear that it is the same person who dies
and who rises again, whenever that is.

Men have been perplexed by death from the beginning. The
Congregation mentions the various understandings of death
that are incompatible with a Christian understanding of death.
What it affirms, however, is that the central truth of
Christianity involves the resurrection of the body. Our funeral
rites are meant to teach us what this means. That is why we
are solemn at death and we continue to pray for them. God
did not intend death in the beginning. When'it came, he sent
his Son among us. Death, ultimately, as St. Paul said, has “no
dominion.” In our funerais, this truth is what we are to see.

Acknowledgement: Crisis Magazine, November 15, 2016.
Besides being a regular Crisis columnist since 1983, Fr.
Schall wrote nearly 50 books and countless articles for
magazines and newspapers.

Alyssa Pennycuick
Nicholas Rosekrans
Owen Stanton
Kevin Zavrotny

PRAY FOR THOSE SERVING OUR COUNTRY

Olivia Budney Matthew P. Burns Derek Capinski
Noah Colapreto Aiden Cooper Brenden Dunyan
Caine Dusza Ayden Fry Jason Gieger
Brock Grosso Justin Juarez Nicolas Juarez
Ryan Kline Erick Lucero Aiden Lyles
Caleb Lyles Jared Nolan Andrew Palovitz

Caitlin Pennycuick-Grieve
Elizabeth Schnaubelt
Noah WasniewsKi
Michael Zavrotny

If you would like to add a loved one or friend to the Prayer List, please contact the
Parish Office Center at 610-287-8156 or kbakey@churchofsaintmary.org.

Damian Riccitelli
Ryan Simms
Jacob Zavrotny




Luarich Chews.

PERPETUAL EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

E “The graces come from Jesus. They come from Jesus
&%

Christ Himself. When we are in HIS Presence, we
g4 are changed. We are transformed. He is Jesus, the
Al risen Lord. ... Let us approach Him in Eucharlstlc
Adoration. Let s love Him. Let’s spend time with
e=tcll Him. Let’s become one with Him.” Fr. Rob Galea.
OPEN HOURS: Sunday @ 12AM & 1AM @ & Friday @
1AM. Please call MK @ 610-476-4490 or email
adorationsaintmarys(@gmail.com for more information.

DIVINE MERCY HOLY HOUR
Saint Mary will hold a Divine Mercy Holy Hour
on Sunday, April 12th at 3pm. There will be
exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, the sung
¥ Divine Mercy Chaplet, and benediction. There
will also be relics of Saint Faustina and Pope Saint John
Paul II for veneration.

SAINT MARY MONTHLY BINGO NIGHT
Come out for a fun night of Bingo and support
Saint Mary Catholic School next Saturday,
April 11th! Our monthly Bingo is held the
second Saturday of the month in Hedge Hall.
Doors open at 5:00PM and games start at 6:00PM. The
cost is $25 per person which includes one 10 round pack
of Bingo cards with three cards per round. Extra card
packs are $10 each. There are cash prizes for every round
from $100 - $500 and a 50/50 Raffle for more chances to
win! You must be age 21 or older to attend and it is a
cash only event. There is no advance registration. For
more information contact the school office.

JOSHUA SIGHT & SOUND BUS TRIP
Join us as we celebrate our 100th Anniversary,
for an inspiring bus trip to the world-renowned
Sight & Sound Theatre on Wednesday, April
lj 29th. Experience "JOSHUA", the epic story of
faith and adventure, perfect for the whole family,
brought to life with stunning sets and live animals. The
cost is $180 per person and includes round-trip
motorcoach charter, lunch at Hershey Farm Resort, and
shopping. To reserve your seat, please contact Susan at
610-287-8156 or srodz@churchofsaintmary.org. Payments
can be made by cash or check, made payable to "Saint
Mary Church". Please mail or drop off payments marked
"JOSHUA" to the Saint Mary Parish Office Center. Get
your seats early!

PARISH OFFICE CENTER CLOSED FOR
EASTER MONDAY

Please note that the Parish Office Center will be

closed on Monday, April 6th in observance of

Easter Monday. Normal office hours will resume

on Tuesday, April 7th.

PRAY FOR THE HOLY SOULS
The Blood of The Lamb! Revelation 7:14
“In scripture and tradition, going back to the time
of the Fathers of the Church, we find repeated
¥ depictions of the saving power of the Precious
MES Blood of Jesus. It is through the Body and Blood
of Jesus that we receive our salvation. And it is deeply
appropriate we would join our prayers together with the
Holy Sacrifice of The Mass, much as we do when we
pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet, in order to offer the
Father in Heaven The Blood of His Son in atonement for
the sins of the whole world and also those in Purgatory.
Let us relive their suffering. They are awaiting our
intercession!”
Prayers and Practices for the Souls in Purgatory,
Chapter 15 - Fr. Dan Cambra, MIC.
Bible Verse: 1 Peter 1: 17-19, Revelation 12: 10-11
Suggested Work of Mercy: Ask your Guardian Angel
to place on your heart someone who is need of a visit and
prayers .

“HEAVENLY HEROES”
FOR PARENTS & CHILDREN

The Junior Legion of Mary invites children age 5
) B and up, teens and parents to join us for Heavenly

W Heroes, a new quarterly series featuring the Saints!

-~ ¥ Join us on Saturday, May 9, 2026 at 10:30 AM in
Annex Room 3 for the exciting true story of St. Thérése of
Lisieux, the Little Flower. The event will include a video,
brief discussion and craft. Please contact Cassie
Whitehead at cassiemail@comcast.net for more
information.

HELP US HONOR OUR VETERANS

We need your help in planning our 20th annual
A Memorial Day Remembrance Service to honor
4 our fallen heroes and veterans. Most meetings are
virtual and require just a few hours a month from
March to May. The event is Wednesday morning, May
20, 2026. Contact Coleen for more information or to help
at 610-716-8434 or crhuberg@yahoo.com.

SAINT MARY CHURCH FEASIBILITY STUDY
= Thank you to all parishioners who filled out
m our survey. Our team is busy thoughtfully
evaluating the results and will be working to

develop our next steps. We are excited to move forward
together as a parish community!

SAINT VINCENT de PAUL FOOD PANTRY
NEEDS DONATIONS!
The shelves in our Saint Vincent de Paul Food
Pantry are bare and in need of your donations.
W Please see our list of desperately needed items
¥ on page 10 of the bulletin. Pantry Donations
can be dropped off during the week in the church
vestibule or in Hedge Hall on the first Sunday of the
month from 8:30am-12:00pm. Thank you for your
generosity!



mailto:adorationsaintmarys@gmail.com
http://comcast.net/
mailto:srodz@churchofsaintmary.org

ADULT“@”.'_\FAITH
\ APSFORMATION

Christian Initiation of Adults: Every Tuesday from 6:30
to 8:00pm from September thru June.

Lay Missionaries of Charity: First Saturday of every
month from 9:30am to 1:00pm.

Legion of Mary: Every Tuesday from 6:30 to 8:00pm.
Living Water Bible Study: Every 2nd and 4th Saturday
from 9:45am to 12:15pm September thru May.

Men’s Gospel Reflection: Every Saturday from 7:30 to
8:30am.

Patricians: 3rd Thursday of every month from 7:00 to
9:00pm from September thru May.

Women’s Bible Study: Two sessions on Thursdays:
10:00 to 11:30am and 7:00 to 8:30pm. Sessions are
offered at various times of the year.

Young Adult Lectio Divina: Every Wednesday from
7:00 - 9:00pm.

Please contact the Parish Office Center for more information.

SAINT MARY CATHOLIC SCHOOL
A National Blue Ribbon School
Learning Today, Leading Tomorrow

JR. LEGION OF MARY

The Junior Legion of Mary is for the youth of the
parish, ages 8 to 17. Our mission is to bring Jesus
to the world, through the love of His Mother Mary
-~V by performmg a variety of works, including
learnmg/teachmg the rosary, hosting rosary-making
workshops, participating in community events, —-musn-
road trips to local shrines and churches, and JaSuhius
visiting with nursing home residents. Our group 7 -".'“ 41
meets every Sunday at 11:30 AM in Annex ;t'i,:_l
Room 2. Scan the QR code to learn more.

0

SAINT MARY SCHOOL

Friday, April 24 at 7pm
Saturday, April 25 at 7pm
Sunday, April 26 at 2pm

Tick vailabl hi r - no reserv ing.
Advanced Tickets available at Saint Mary School Office and online
'$10.00 per adult - $5.00 per student

Doors open 30 minutes prior to show

Book by Lynn Ahrens and Stephen Flaherty EI
Music by Stephen Flaherty  Lyrics by Lynn Ahrens

Conceived by Lynn Ahrens, Stephen Flaherty and Eric Idle
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PROGRAMS MOVIES AUDIO BOOKS
PICK OF THE WEEK

Was Jesus just a %
GHOST &&
when he appeared :_

to the apostles?

believe

What Catholics Believe About the Resurrection:
Was Jesus a Ghost?

Join Dr. Michael Barber as he answers some of the
Internet's most popular questions about the Resurrection of
Jesus Christ. Did the Resurrection actually happen? Was
Jesus a ghost when he appeared to the apostles? And what's
the deal with the Easter Bunny? Scan the QR code to see
the “Pick of the Week,” or for FREE access to all that
Formed has to offer, register at saintmaryrcc.formed.org.
Just type in 19473, click on St. Mary, click on the blue
“Next” button and complete the registration information.
Formed has something for everyone, including special
content for kids, teens and parents. For questions on how to
use this service, contact Mary Goudsward at
mgoud@churchofsaintmary.org or 610-287-8156.

CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR ADULTS

Y The Order of Christian Initiation for Adults

gotege (OCIA) is the way by which people become

4|+ “citizens of the Kingdom” through Baptism,

Confirmation and Eucharist. If you, or someone

you know, would like to learn more about the

Catholic Faith, or are thinking about coming into full

communion with the Catholic Church, please contact

Deacon Don Nichols at dnichols@churchofsaintmary.org
or 610-287-8156.



saintmaryrcc.formed.org

GOLF REGISTRATION NOW OPEN
First 100 Golfers
SAINT MARY 12TH ANNUAL

\xw-l'k !..a-, .

TURTLE CREEK GOLF COURSE
303 W Ridge Pike, Limerick, PA 19468

Scan the QR code or visit www.smsk-8.org/golfouting
TO REGISTER, BECOME A SPONSOR OR FOR MORE INFO

T ¥ N ‘ T
A P
-

Senior Golfers, age 65 years and older, can play from the senior tees.
Questions contact Angelo at adesantis2022@gmail.com or call 610.287.8156




LEGACY OF FAITH

f LEGAcy ofF FAITH CAMPAIGN As OF MARCH 22, 2026

s Campaign Income............cooveeeninininnnn. $2,331,913.27

1 | Ll (Campaign Income is pledged income & additional

FLLT donations for church renovations.)
5‘ g Expenses Paid................cccccoooiiiiin, $2,317,086.60
[ | Bank Balance....................co $14,826.67
- Legacy of Faith Campaign Goal............... $2,000,000.00
-

Increases in expenses reflect payments made for construction

of the Choir Loft and installation of HVAC equipment.

To donate to our Legacy of Faith Campaign visit
Parish Giving or call the Parish Office Center.

Is Our Lady Calling You?

Would you like to develop a personal relationship with the
Holy Trinity and Our Lady and a way to put your Catholic
faith into action? Following Jesus’ command at the Ascension
to continue His teaching of the Gospel message, we place
ourselves in partnership with Mary. Join The Legion of Mary
any Tuesday at 6:30pm in Annex Room 2. For more
information contact Lou Ann Pirrall at 267-615-9485

Knights of Columbus Council #3633
Serving Saint Mary & Saint Eleanor

Catholic men over 18 - Join Us!
Visit: www.kofc3633.org
or call:
Bob Donaghy 215-783-4106 | Joe Klobusicky 610-653-0829

EILEEN GEORGE PRAYER GROUP

Join us for a grace-filled Holy Hour. We will
have Adoration, Confession, and Benediction
along with our Novena for FEileen George's
intercession for our personal needs. After
Benediction, join us in the hall for light
refreshments. All meetings are held from 2:00-3:00 PM
at Annunciation BVM Church, Havertown. Future dates
are Sunday, April 12th, Sunday, May 10th and Sunday,
June 14th. All are welcome. For questions contact

Jeanmarie Lorello at admin @stvparish.org.

WOMEN’S MINISTRY AT SAINT ELEANOR

o0 Saint Eleanor Parish, Collegeville, is offering
2= a ministry for women called “Prayer Wine

1 Chocolate”. Pray the rosary, share snacks and
enjoy the company of others. The group meets
the 2nd Friday of each month from 6:30pm - 8:30pm in
Kateri Hall and is open to women age 21 and older. For
questions call or text Jess at 610-247-8698.

BULLETIN SUBMISSIONS
All information and announcements to be published in the
bulletin are due to the Parish Office Center by Friday the
week prior to publication. All bulletin submissions should
be emailed to kbakey@churchofsaintmary.org.

FAITH & FREEDOM AMERICA PILGRIMAGE

The St. Raymond Nonnatus Foundation is hosting
the “Faith and Freedom America” Pilgrimage in
honor of our nation’s 250th anniversary, taking

A
<

L& place October 6-15, 2026. This pilgrimage will

journey through the northeastern corridor of the

United States, visiting both religious and historic sites in
Washington, DC, Baltimore,
New York, and Boston. An Information Night }
is being held on Tuesday, April 7th at 7:15 PM #
via Microsoft Teams. Scan the QR code to Eni'
learn more and register or contact Kayla at (@)
817-386-8306.

Philadelphia,

THEOLOGY ON THE TRAIL

R F.L.AM.E. presents Theology on the

: Trail on Saturday, April 11th (Rain Date
Saturday, April 18th) from 9:00 A.M. -
= 1:30 P.M. The event includes Mass at

Saint Andrew’s Parish, Newtown, trail hike at Core Creek
Park, Langhorne (including catechesis & Q&A) and lunch
at a local restaurant (pay your own way). Father Alex
Pancoast, Parochial Vicar at Saint Andrew's,
will lead the events as Mass celebrant and
hike leader. A $10 freewill donation is %
greatly appreciated. Catholics in their 40s £
and 50s are welcome. Scan the QR code to
register.



http://www.kofc3633.org/

Collection for March 22, 2026
Week 38

Weekend Collection (Weekly Offering Envelopes)

Target Needed for the 25-26 Fiscal Year...... $1,049,024.00
Weekly Target Needed .. e $20,173.54
Collection for Weekend of March 22 $11,342.00
Parish Giving & PayPal............................... $7,240.67
Over (Under) Target........ccoeeevererieeeererenennnes ($1,590.87)
School Mortgage (Blue Envelope)
Target Needed for the 25-26 Fiscal Year....... $114,036.00
Weekly Target Needed .............ccoeviiiniinnne. $2,193.00
Collection for Weekend of March 22............ $234.00
Over (Under) Target.......ccooevevererieeienerenennen ($1,959.00)
Catholic Education Center Mortgage:
Balance as of January 31, 2026..................... $646,175.24
February Principal Payment..............c.ccvouee. $11,410.10
Balance as of February 22, 2026................. $634,765.14
Next Monthly Principal Due March 31, 2026
Total Collected To Date $729,478.43
Parish Debt (Gold Envelope)
Debt. . $641,938.57
Debt Reduction (Gold Envelope).................. $408.70
New Debt Total.........oooieiiiiiii . $641,529.87

The Parish Debt represents invoices that we owe to the
Archdiocese  of Philadelphia. These invoices are for
assessments, insurance, property and liability, etc. incurred
between the years of 2005 — 2012. The Archdiocese has been
very gracious to cover these invoices during a time when we
could not afford to do so. By using your Parish Debt (Gold)
Envelope, you are helping our parish pay the obligation we owe
to the Archdiocese. From 2013 to today we are current on all
our Archdiocesan invoices. Thank you for your kind generosity.

LIFE MINISTRIES
Saint Mary is committed to the promotion and sanctity of
all Human Life from the first moment of conception until
natural death.
Rachels Vineyard: 1-800-395-HELP(4357)
Helpline for Abortion Recovery: 1-866-482-LIFE(5433)
Suicide Hotline: 1-800-273-8255
Domestic Abuse: 1-866-Safe-014
Pregnancy Hotline: 1 (800) 712-HELP

Saint Vincent de Paul Corner
Our conference here at Saint Mary Parish uses
your contributions and donations to help those in
need from our parish and local community.

OUR FOOD PANTRY IS CURRENTLY IN
NEED OF DONATIONS!

Neutral Shampoo & *Canned Fruit

Conditioner *Canned Carrots, Peas &
*Hand Soap Corn
*Dish Soap *Canned Potatoes
Tissues Baked Beans
Paper Towels Stewed Tomatoes
Men’s & Women’s Razors *Hamburger Helper
*Neutral Body Wash *Pasta side dishes
*Cleaning Products Spaghetti Noodles
Toilet Paper Beef Ravioli
*Condiments *Peanut Butter & Jelly
*Soup *Snacks (Pretzels, Chips &
Pancake Mix Cookies)
Box Mashed Potatoes *Juice
Desserts * Canned Tuna & Chicken

* Greatly Needed Items

Gift cards to local grocery stores are always
needed & greatly appreciated.

Pantry Donations can be dropped off during the week in the
church vestibule or in Hedge Hall on the first Sunday of the
month from §:30am-12:00pm.

Due to storage constraints, we are not able to
accept donations of clothing, toys, medical
equipment or other supplies.

HONESTY, HEALING & HOPE IN CHRIST

Confronting Sexual Violence in Qur Archdiocese
Don’t let sexual violence silence you. Healing can start with
a call. Visit www.pacrimevictims.com/healing or call
1-888-800-8780.

2025 ANNUAL APPEAL
Saint Mary Annual Appeal is used for Parish needs that are
not covered in our operating budget. This year’s appeal
goal is $80,000 and will be directed toward making
significant and necessary repairs to our

OUR GOAL  school’s HVAC system. Our school is
$80 580,000 ap important part of our parish life and
continues to provide a sound Catholic
$60 education for approximately 225
AnNuap,  children. Providing facilities that are
94 APPEAL safe, clean and comfortable is
PROGRESS essential. Please help us reach our goal

$2 $64,357.16

by returning your census form and
appeal donation to the Parish Office
Center. Thank you for your kind
generosity!

({Pamsﬁ‘qy Giving

Parish Giving is a safe and convenient way to support
Saint Mary Parish for your weekly offering, Annual
Appeal, Legacy of Faith, Tuition Angels and more!

Make a one-time donation or recurring contributions directly
from your bank account or charged to your credit card.

Choose when and how you want your contributions to be

made without worrying about checks or envelopes.

Choose to cover the processing fees to ensure the full
amount of your donation supports Saint Mary.

HAVE QUESTIONS or need assistance? Call
(866) 307-7140 or email info@parishgiving.org

SIGN UP at parishgiving.org.



https://www.parishgiving.org/index?e=47B102C6F445FC993445968693820A104B4B4BAADF72DDA8

KEENAN, Ciccitro & Assoc., LLP

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

om munity for over 20 years.

376 E. Main Street
Collegeville

(610) 489-6170
www.KeenanLaw.com

John E. Cornel
REALTY Realtor® and SRES¥

kW GROUP Parishioner

KELLERWILLIAMS. seniors Real Estate

HSRES oo

0: 610-792-5900
www.speaktojohn.com M: 215-341-9212

Warker-Troutman
FUNERAL HOME, INC.

Christopher W. Warker, Supervisor
www.warkertroutmanfuneralhome.com
726 East High Street, Pottstown, PA 19464 « 610-326-1510

STEPHEN P.IMMs, JR.

ATTORNEY AT LAW
Real Estate & Zoning
Wills & Estate Planning
Estate Administration
Small Business & Corporations
| St. Mary's Parishioner J
396 Main Street * Harleysville

215-256-6209

R. L. Williams, Jr. Funeral Home
Skippack ~ (610) 584-6611
John A. Dougherty, ED.

Supervisor

www.RLWilliamsFuneralHome.com

catholicmatch’
Pennsylvania

MALLORY’S
ARMY °®

Fouwndation

Don't Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657 | info@mallorysarmy.org
It’s easy to join our mailing list!
Just send your email address by text message:

Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.
&1 Message and data rates may apply.

CatholicMatch.com/

datePA

United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...

Williams-Bergey-Koffel Funeral Home

Telford (Franconia Twp.) ~ (215) 703-9800
R . A

J. Lowell Bergey

Supervisor

W, WilliamsBergeyKoffel.com

‘We have a long tradition of serving Catholic families in Montgomery
County. We are dedicated to providing families with genuine, attentive,
personal care consistent with the values, traditions and principles of the
Catholic Church, following the Order of Christian Funerals guidelines.
‘Whether you are planning services for yourself in advance or for a loved
one at the time of need, we believe that serving you is a privilege and an

honor, and welcome you to contact us at any time for assistance.

Sponsors can offer
promotions, dlscounts
and/or up-to-date contact
information to the
ENTIRE community

ase #FWHATS
MYNAME

in remembrance of dm@ﬁém%

STOP | ASK

SAMI MATCH | INFORM

INCREASE YOUR VISIBILITY IN
THE COMMUNITY

Place Your Ad Here
to Support Our Parish!

SUPPOR T

"BUSINESS

CONTACT ME
Tracey Rauh

004 St. Mary, Schwenksville (i)

?m&ng\ABER

ANYONE in the community,
not only Parishioners, can
access realtime offers
from their favorite sponsors
to save, share & support

00

" . "
& FopSiore

FREE INSPECTION
Licensed & Insured

Family Owned and
Operated Since 1987

Oaa

RIGHTWAY
WATERPROOFING CO.
BASEMENT WATERPROOFING

MOLD REMEDIATION -
BBB.

FOUNDATION REPAIR
215-427-1727

Pope John Paul I1

HIGH SCHOOL

OPEN HOUSE

Thursday, April 9
5:00 pm to 7:00 pm

John Patrick Publishing Company 1-800-333-3166 « www.jppc.net



DELPHI FAMILY
HEALTH CENTER o/comée junem/ \/élome, jnc.

RicHARD A. HoLcoMmBE, FUNERAL DIRECTOR-SUPERVISOR
TraPPE, PA
610/489-7266 Voice * 610/489-2300 Fax
Member of St. Eleanor Parish INFO@HOLCOMBEFH.COM

1000 Rte. 29
Schwenksville 610-287-6650

SKIPPACK VILLAGE
DENTISTRY

4077 W. SKIPPACK PIKE
SKIPPACK, PA 19474
610-584-9666

www.skippackvillagedentistry.com

BUILDERS
610-287-1595

Custom HOMES * ADDITIONS
RENOVATIONS * GARAGES * BASEMENTS
DECKS * KITCHENS
Sambrick1@comcast.net

Pre-planning for all services
Come As

ng “_ You Are!

¥ Group Classes

v Private Training

wHealth Coaching
YouTube Workouts

GFWA is for EveryBODY

getfitwithashley.com ~Schwenksville

POTTSTOWN
Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery

Assomates, lnc.
Dr. Paul G. Smith 500 Heritage Drive, Pottstown, PA
Dr. John L. Lignelli Il 610.326.7880
Dr. James A. Ward 239 S. Reading Ave. Boyertown, PA
Dr. Donald E. Roland 610.367.6074
Dr. Jacob P. Gribb www.pottstownoralsurgery.com

[
Plumbing and Drain Experts

WE SPECIALIZE IN ALL PLUMBING & DRAINS

Expert Preparation & Professional Finish

- all phases of interior & exterior painting
- wallpaper installation & removal

- deck cleaning & staining

- drywall repair & installation

Kevin Gergel

610.633.2184 |

5

- Walking - Dog Sitting
Scoops Poop » Dog Food
“Ask Inie ébaut'mylf__reslg h;?memade dog food.”

207-446-7341

We are available Evenings & Weekends

_drqus:_séln923@g"m.éil.’cém

SERVICES

B BUDGET

Bl BLINDS
of LANSDALE

Rob Hessler

Neighboring Parishioner

* Blinds

* Shutters

* Shades

* Drapes

- Home Automation

215.645.0408

lansdale@budgetblinds.com

www.budgetblinds.com/lansdale-pa

PA
ed

HIC 156194
An independently owned and operated franchise.

Water Conditioning {87 R{[ST n[|§
Sewer Replacements [N :

™ 610-189-2117

Camera Inspection
Water Heaters
Toilets - Pumps

PHYSICAL
THERAPY

89-2
www.PaPlumbingAndDrains.com

St. Mary Parishioner

Feel Good. Move Well.
Enjoy Life!

Serving Montgomery County For Over 35 Years .
Kevin Mowry

), « Kitchens & Baths
@C’G% & o PT, DPT, CFC
|H1) It (51 |I||  -Finished Basements (215) 256-1991
GEN;E;AL;C;WA;T&; " .Decks Lederach, PA 19450
610.539.9586  *Windows & Doors www.mirpt.com

www.PicardConstruct.com St. Mary’s Parishioner

T T~
—0o (Es1.1888) a2

MOORE, SNEAR

¢ RUGGIERO

FUNCRAL HOME & CREMATORY. INC.

224 West Main Street
Trappe, PA 19426
610-489-7900
www.msrfh.com

Maureen R. Ruggiero
Supervisor

Where Your Loved One
Never Leaves Our Care

I HORGAN
- BROTHERS INC.
ASPHALT « CONCRETE

EXCAVATION « PRIVATE HOMES
Commercial * Industrial « FREE ESTIMATES

215-513-9300

Ask For Jim Kelly | Fax: 215-513-7556

ELA TUTOR

Sandra Szumiloski
Parishioner

215-256-0575
Students K-8
IEP Ready

B

DISCHELL BARTLE DOOLEY

basement waterproofing
In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

French Drains
Foundation Repair
Mold Remediation

All Work Guaranteed

610-696-0100

www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com

STEM TUTOR C

DBDlaw.com

Pottstown * Lansdale * Boyertown

W

Personal Injury Litigation

Workers' Compensation
Social Security Disability
Family Law

Middle School
through College

Affordable Rates

Statistical Data

Analysis Services

215-256-0575

John Szumiloski, Ph.D
Parishioner

Civil Litigation

Tax & Business Law
Real Estate/Land Use/Zoning
Wills/Trusts/Estates
Labor & Employment Law
Municipal Law

004 St. Mary, Schwenksville (b)

ATAG

FUNERAL HOME &
CREMATION CENTER, LTD

American

'!'/ 2 (]

Somzonz'nee&you!
VOLUNTEER

and make a difference.

ROYERSFORD
329 N. Lewis Rd. | 610-948-1950

Gregg S. Catagnus, Supv.

Doin My: redcross.org/Volunteer

NUS

d Cross

YOUR CHOICE IN FUNERAL HOMES

TRAPPE

595 Main St. | 610-831-1940
Michael M. Kinney, Supv.

www.CatagnusFuneralHomes.com

John Patrick Publishing Company (800) 333-3166 « www.jppc.net
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