Visitation BVM

2625 B Street
Philadelphia, PA 19125

Rectory: 215-634-1133

Espa nol

Vigilia Misa Dominical
El Sébado 5 pm Inglés

Misas Dominicales
8 am Espafiol
9:30 am Inglés
11 am Vietnamita

Iglesia de Arriba
10 am Espafiol

Misa Diaria
8:00 am Inglés Lun - Sab
Iglesia de Abajo
7 pm el Martes Espafiol
7 pm el Miércoles Espafiol

Confesiones
Los Sabados de 4p a 5p
Iglesia de Abajo
O con Cita Previa

Matrimonios
Llamar a la oficina de la
Parroquia al minimo de 6 meses antes
del dia de su Boda.

Preciosa Sangre
El Lunes 7 — 8 pm (Varia)

Circulo de Oracion
El Miércoles 7:30 - 8:30 pm

Juan Veinte Tres
El Jueves 7 - 8:30 pm

Legion de Maria
El Lunes 9 - 10 am (Rectoria)

Church

English

Vigil Sunday Mass
Sat Spm

Sunday Masses:
Lower Church
8 am Spanish
9:30 am English
11 am Vietnamese

Upper Church
10 am Spanish

Weekday Mass
8:00 am Mon - Sat

Lower Church
7 pm Tues Spanish
7 pm Wed Spanish

Confessions
Saturdays 4 - Spm
Lower Church
Or By Appointment

Marriages
Call the Parish office for an
appointment at least 6 months
before your wedding day.

For all other sacraments,
call the Parish office

vietnwamese

Thanh L& Chiia Nhat
11 gio trua
Giai Toi
10:30 sang Chtia Nhat

Thu Bay daiu thang c6 Thanh
Leé Trong:

8:00 sang (tiéng Anh)
7 gi0 chicu (tieng M¢)

Rira T6i
Lién lac véi Cha quan nhiém

Bi Tich Hon Nhan
Lién lac voi Cha quan nhiém 6
thang trudc ngay cuoi
Trao Minh Thanh
Lién lac véi Cha quan nhi¢m

Gido Ly
Lién lac véi Cha quan nhi¢m
hodc Truong Hoa

Viét Ngir: Lién lac voi thay
Quodc Anh hodce Truong Hoa
Thiéu Nhi: Lién lac véi
Trudng Phic hodc Trudng Nhi
Ca DPoan: Lién Lac voi Ca
Truong Nghia Hoang,
(267) 312-3310



~ July 5, 2026 ~

From the Pastor’s desk fg,~

We celebrated this week July 4, joyful re-
membrance of freedom and independence. More
importantly, we celebrated the birth of John the
Baptist, the great herald of freedom. John points
the way to ultimate freedom — Jesus Himself.
John teaches us that the path to freedom, is re-
pentance from sin, a conscious, deliberate turning
from sin toward the one who is freedom and life.

John is the herald of freedom in an abso-
lute sense because he the forerunner of Jesus who
is Freedom itself. Jesus said, “You shall know the
truth and the truth will set you free” (Jn 8:32).
Many people quote this verse, but by “truth” Je-
sus does not mean some kind of ideology or polit-
ical program, or personal agenda. To understand
what Jesus is saying you have hear the whole sen-
tence: “If you continue in my word, you are truly
my disciples and you will know the truth and the
truth will set you free.” By knowing Jesus
through prayer and sacraments, we experience
freedom. Jesus himself is the Truth that makes us
free. John, therefore, is the herald of freedom be-
cause he announces Jesus.

John heralds freedom in a very practical
way. Do you remember his basic message? It is:
Repent, change your life. “Produce good fruit,”
he says, “as evidence of your repentance.” (Lk
3:8) And what is the good fruit? Virtue. It might
sound a little boring, but virtue is essential for a
good life. It comes from the Latin word for
“strength” and it includes things like courage, pa-
tience, fair-play, respect, sportsmanship, generos-
ity. Without virtue freedom becomes impossible.
Our founding fathers spoke about a “Republic of
Virtue.” They knew that democracy could not
succeed unless ordinary citizens practiced basic
virtues: honesty, self-discipline, habits of work,
etc. In his Farewell Address George Washington
said, “Of all the dispositions and habits which
lead to political prosperity, religion and morality
are indispensable supports.”

The natural human tendency is to take the
path of least resistance: sleep in, turn on the TV,
play video games, surf the Internet, get a six-
pack, use drugs, toss the wrapper on the ground,
leave the task to the next guy, watch out for num-
ber one. We need religion to counter-act self-
indulgence: Repent, produce the fruits of repent-
ance — don’t be afraid of virtue.

Virtue - which is self-government - makes de-
mocracy possible. And as John the Baptist teaches,
virtue moves a person outside of himself. When the
people asked John, What shall we do? He said, “If you
have 2 shirts, give one to the poor. If you have food,
share it with those who are hungry.” (Lk 3:11) Democ-
racy depends on people solving problems on the small-
est possible level. Family members should take care of
each other, as best they can. We need community or-
ganizations to address issues that families can’t handle
alone. St. John the Baptist teaches us to not wait for
the government, but pitch in and do our part. In show-
ing how everyone can practice solidarity, John the
Baptist heralds freedom, sharing, and indeed, demo-
cratic self-governance.

There’s something more - and this is the tough
part. When a ruler departs from God’s law, John the
Baptist did not hesitate to raise his voice. He chal-
lenged King Herod for marrying Herodias - his broth-
er’s wife. Herodias was not amused. She got the king
to imprison John and eventually to kill him. He stands
at the beginning of a long line of Christian martyrs,
continuing into our times: St. Christopher Magallanes,
put to death for opposing laws of a repressive Mexican
government. Saint Maximillian Kolbe and Edith Stein,
who died in Nazi concentration camps. And more re-
cently Shahbaz Bhatti - a practicing Catholic in Paki-
stan. He was murdered, as 7ime Magazine reported,
“because he had called for changes in a blasphemy law
used to persecute religious minorities.”

The Solemn Feast of John the Baptist and the
4™ of July Freedom reminds us that our liberty is not
something we have invented for ourselves, much less is
it the largesse of the government. It is God’s gift. We
have been set free in Christ Jesus for freedom’s sake.

The genius of the American experiment in or-
dered liberty is that it recognized this. As Catholics
and Americans we insist again upon that recognition.
We insist today as John the Baptist insisted before
King Herod; we insist today as Peter and Paul insisted
before the Emperor Nero, we insist today as Bishop
John Fisher and Sir Thomas More insisted before

God
Bless
America




~ 5de Julio, 2026 ~

Del Escritorio del Pérraco f@

La semana pasada celebramos el 4 de ju-
lio, un alegre recuerdo de la libertad y la inde-
pendencia y, lo que es mas importante, el naci-
miento de Juan el Bautista, el gran heraldo de la
libertad. Juan el Bautista nos sefiala el camino
hacia la libertad definitiva: el propio Jesus. Juan
nos ensefia que el camino hacia Jesus, y hacia la
libertad definitiva, es el arrepentimiento del pe-
cado, un alejamiento consciente y voluntario del
pecado para volvernos hacia aquel que es la li-
bertad y la vida.

Celebramos y reconocemos la importan-
cia de Juan el Bautista porque Juan vino a este
mundo con un destino —y nuestro destino de
libertad— que cumplir.

Juan es el heraldo de la libertad en senti-
do absoluto porque es el precursor de Jesus, que
es la Libertad misma. Jesus dijo: «Sepa la verdad
y la verdad te hara libre» (Jn 8, 32). Muchas per-
sonas citan este versiculo, pero por «verdad» Je-
sus no se refiere a ningln tipo de ideologia, pro-
grama politico o agenda personal. Para compren-
der lo que Jesus esta diciendo, hay que escuchar
la frase completa: «Si permanezcan en mi pala-
bra, serdn verdaderamente mis discipulos, cono-
ceran la verdad y la verdad los hard libres». Al
convertirnos en discipulos, conocemos la verdad:
el propio Jesus. Al conocer a Jesus a través de la
oracion y los sacramentos, experimentamos la
libertad. Jestis mismo es la Verdad que nos hace
libres. Juan, por lo tanto, es el heraldo de la liber-
tad porque anuncia a Jesus.

Juan anuncia la libertad de una forma
muy practica. /Recuerdas su mensaje fundamen-
tal? Es este: Arrepentios, cambiad vuestra vida.
«Den buenos frutosy», dice, «como prueba de su
arrepentimiento». (Lc 3, 8) ;Y qué es el buen
fruto? La virtud proviene de la palabra latina que
significa «fuerza» e incluye cosas como el valor,
la paciencia, la equidad, el respeto, el espiritu
deportivo y la generosidad. Sin virtud, la libertad
se vuelve imposible. Nuestros padres fundadores
hablaban de una «Republica de la Virtud». Sa-
bian que la democracia no podria prosperar a
menos que los ciudadanos de a pie practicaran
las virtudes basicas: la honestidad, la autodisci-
plina, los habitos de trabajo, etc. En su discurso
de despedida, George Washington dijo: «De to-
das las disposiciones y habitos que conducen a la

prosperidad politica, la religion y la moralidad son
apoyos indispensablesy.

La tendencia natural del ser humano es tomar el
camino que ofrece menos resistencia: dormir hasta tar-
de, encender la tele, jugar a videojuegos, navegar por
Internet, comprarse un pack de seis cervezas, consumir
drogas, tirar el envoltorio al suelo, dejar la tarea para el
siguiente, velar solo por uno mismo. Ya sabes a qué
me refiero. Necesitamos la religion para contrarrestar
la autocomplacencia: arrepentios, dad frutos de arre-
pentimiento; no tengais miedo a la virtud.

La virtud —que es el autogobierno— hace po-
sible la democracia. Y, tal y como ensefia Juan el Bau-
tista, la virtud lleva a la persona a salir de si misma.
Cuando la gente le pregunté a Juan: «;Qué debemos
hacer?», ¢l respondio: «Si tenéis dos camisas, dad una
a los pobres. Si tenéis comida, compartidla con los que
tienen hambre» (Lc 3, 11).

Hay algo mas, y esta es la parte dificil. Cuando
un gobernante se apartaba de la ley de Dios, Juan el
Bautista no dudaba en alzar la voz. Se enfrento al rey
Herodes por haberse casado con Herodias, la mujer de
su hermano. A Herodias no le hizo ninguna gracia.
Consigui6 que el rey encarcelara a Juan y, finalmente,
que lo matara. El es el primero de una larga lista de
martires cristianos que se prolonga hasta nuestros dias:
San Cristobal Magallanes, ejecutado por oponerse a las
leyes de un gobierno mexicano represivo; San Maxi-
miliano Kolbe y Edith Stein, que murieron en los cam-
pos de concentracién nazis; y, mas recientemente,
Shahbaz Bhatti, un catélico practicante de Pakistan.
Fue asesinado, «porque habia pedido cambios en una
ley contra la blasfemia utilizada para perseguir a las
minorias religiosas».

La solemnidad de San Juan Bautista y el 4 de
julio, Dia de la Libertad, nos recuerdan que nuestra
libertad no es algo que hayamos inventado nosotros
mismos, y mucho menos es una generosidad del go-
bierno. Es un don de Dios. Hemos sido liberados en
Cristo Jesus por el bien de la libertad.

La genialidad del experimento estadounidense
de libertad ordenada radica en que reconoci6 esto. Co-
mo catdlicos y estadounidenses, insistimos de nuevo
en ese reconocimiento.




~ CHUA NHAT 14 TN NAM A - 2026 ~

“Tat ca nhung ai dang vt va mang ganh

nang né, hiy dén cung Téi, Toi s& cho nghi ngoi
boi duong ” (Mt 11,28)

Co nhu'ng luc chung ta cam thiy cugc doi
that nang né. Mot can beénh bat ngd, mot bién ¢
trong gia dinh, mot ndi lo vé tuong lai, hay don
gian 1a nhitng &p luc cta cudc song hang ngay.
Co nhu‘ng ganh nang khong ai nhin thiy, nhung
nguoi mang n6 thi cam nhan rat rd. Chinh trong
nhirng lac ay, 161 cua Chaa Giésu vang 1én nhu
mot su an ui va nang do: “Tét ca nhung ai dang
vat va mang ganh nang né, hay dén cung Toi, Toi
s& cho nghi ngoi bdi duong

Lo1 moti g01 ay danh cho tat ca chung ta, boi
khong ai song trén doi ma khong c6 lac phai
mang nhitng ganh ndng. C6 ngudi mang ganh
ndng cua tudi gia va bénh tat. Co ngu:(‘n lo lang
cho tuong lai cua con cai. C6 nguodi mang trong
long nhimg ndi budn, nhirng thit vong hoic
nhiing vét thuong chua the chira lanh.

Khi gap kho khan, chung ta thuong tim
kiém su nang d& noi tlen bac cong viéc, ban be
hay nhung phuong thé cia con ngu:m Nhing
diéu 4y co thé glup chung ta phan nao, nhung
khong phai Iuc nao cung dem lai sy b1nh an cho
tam hon. C6 nhung noi khat khao va nerng vét
thuong sdu kin ma chi minh Thién Chua méi ¢
thé chira lanh. Vi the Chua Giésu khong bao
chung ta ty minh gong ganh tat ca, nhung Ngudi
nodi: “Hay dén voi T61.”

Pén voi Chua la dén v6i Pang lu6én yeu
thwong va thau hleu chung ta. Chung ta dén véi
Nguoi trong 10i céu nguyen trong Thanh 1&,
trong Bi tich Hoa giai va trong nerng gidy phut
thinh lang cua tdm hon Khi den v6i1 Chua, khong
phai moi kho khan déu blen mat, nhung chiing ta
dugc ban thém sirc manh dé vuot qua. Thanh gla
c¢6 thé van con do, nhung chung ta khong con
phai vic mot minh nita, vi c6 Chtia dong hanh.

Chuta Giésu con noi: “Anh em hay mang
lay ach cua Toi va hay hoc voi Toi, vi Toi co
1ong hién hau va khiém nhuong.”

Nhu vay, dén voi Chua khong chi de
dugc an i, nhung con dé hoc noi Nguoi, Diéu
dau tién Chta mudn day ching ta 1a sy hién hau
va khiém nhuong.

Trong Tin M1‘J:ng hom nay, Chua Giésu ca ngoi
nhirng ngu:orl bé mon. Nguoi bé mon khong pha1
1a nguoi yéu dudi hay kém coi, nhung 1a ngudi

biét mo long dén nhan Thién Chua, b1et tin thac noi
Ngai va nhan ra rang minh ludn can dén Ngai. Chinh
nhimg tdm hon don so ay dé nhan ra ban tay yéu
throng cua Chua trong cudc séng hing ngdy hon
nhitng nguoi chi cdy dua vao kha nang va suc riéng
cua minh.

Bai doc II cling nhac chung ta rang doi séng
Kitd hitu 1a mot cudc chién gitra Than Khi va tinh xac
thit. Moi ngay, ching ta phai chon lya giua ich ky va
yeu thuong, gitta han thu va tha thu, gitra to1 16i va an
sung Néu biét dé Chua Thanh Than huéng dan, chung
ta s€ co du strc manh dé chién thang nhimg cam dé va
song dep long Chua.

Néu hom nay Chua moi goi chung ta dén voi
Ngudi, thi trude hét chinh Nguoi da dén voi chung ta.
Thién Chua khong dimg tir xa nhin con ngum dau
kho. Ngai da sai Con Mot xudng thé lam nguoi, sdng
gitra chung ta va chia sé than phéan cua ching ta. Dlic
Giésu chinh la Emmanuel, nghia 1a “Thién Chua &
cung ching ta”.

Boi Vay, du cudc song con nhiéu gian nan va
thir thach, ngudi Kitd hiru van ludn c6 ly do dé hy
vong. Chung ta tin rang Chua dang hién dién, dang
yéu thuong va dang dong hanh véi ching ta mdi ngay.

Cudc doi khong htra voi chung ta rang sé
khong con thap gia. Nhu’ng Chua hua rang chung ta s€
khong phai vac thap gla mot minh. Ngu’(n van dang
mo rong Vong tay va noéi véi moi nguoi ching ta:
“Hay dén véi To6i.” Udc gi trong moi hoan canh cua
cudc soéng, khi vui cling nhu lac budn, khi thanh cong
cling nhu lac that bai, chung ta luon biét chay dén véi
Chua truge tién. Vi chi noi Ngu’(n chung ta méi tim
duoc binh an cho tim hén va sttc manh dé budc tiép
trén hanh trinh dac tin. Amen.

Fortnight daily prayer:

Almighty God, Father of all nations,

For freedom you have set us free in Christ Jesus (Gal 5:1).
We praise and bless you for the gift of religious liberty,
the foundation of human rights, justice, and the common
good.

Grant to our leaders the wisdom to protect and promote
our liberties;

By your grace may we have the courage to defend them,
for ourselves and for all those who live in this blessed
land.

We ask this through the intercession of Mary Immaculate,
our patroness,
and in the name of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, with whom you live and reign, one
God, for ever and ever.

Amen.




Mass |ntentions

July § 14™ Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 aM ...ocvvveiieeiieiieene + Nerieda Montijo
9:30 aM ceeeeieeiieiieeeeee, Ta on, xin séng tdt
10:00 am. ........... + Pedro y Rosa Maria Payano
11:00 am ...ccveeeieeiieiieeene, Special Intention
July 6 Mon.

8:00 M ..o + Térésa

8:00 am ...oovveeiieiieeieeiee e, + Linh hon t6 tién
7:00 PM e + Andre, Maria

g:00am ....cccovvvenn.. + Luis Antonio Gonzalez

:00am ...ooovvvvveeeeeeeeeenn, + Silvestri Camacho

Visitation Parish Ministry
Rev. Francis Mulvaney, C.Ss.R........c.cccocuu..... Pastor
Rev. Huyen Nguyen, C.Ss.R............ Associate Pastor
Mr. Vicente Valentin . Director, Religious Education
Mr. Tom Boylan ..........ccccveeene. R.C.1.A coordinator

Mrs. Lourdes Terreforte...........ccccevveveennennn. Secretary

Collection / Colectas

Weekly Goal / La Meta Parroquial:
$5,000.00

Last Week’s Collection = Not Available

Thank you for your Generosity!
jGracias por su generosidad!

Important Neighborhood Ministries

Blessed Sarnelli Community
Material & Spiritual Support (walk ins taken)
2739 Kensington Ave (571) 314-3428

The New Sanctuary Movement

Help for Immigrants
(215) 279-7060

St. Francis Inn, Soup Kitchen
2441 Kensington Ave (215) 423-5845

The Last Stop, Addiction Help
1810 E Somerset St (215) 634-3564

House of Grace Catholic Worker
1826 E. Lehigh Ave (215) 426-0364

Pray for Our Sick /
Oremos por nuestros enfermos:

Rosa Torres, Kathleen Whitcas, Betty Bechler, Jose
Tapia, Magdalena Rodriguez, Jose Mendoza, Maria
Sanchez, Mercedes Garcia, Christopher Browne,
Paul Bonewicz, Kyla Michelle Cunningham, Cruz
Maria Cumba, Antonio Cuevas, Martin Contreras,
Milagros Dewill, Dea, Carmen Dones, Mercedes
Garcia, Maria Gauthier, Teresa Higgins, Margot
Ivonne, Luz Loaiza, Jose A. Lopez, Edwin Manzano,
Tracy McGilberry, Lydia Mojica, Mary McGonigal,
Arlene Nigel, Ana L. Ortiz, Margie Perez, Rita
Ramirez, Olga Rivera, Margie Rivera, Luis 1.
Rodriguez, Pedro Ramirez, Carmen Rosas, Crystal
Reyes, Julie Santiago, Jonathan Santiago, Daisy
Torres, Edith Vargas, Yanet Vargas, Rosa Vazquez,
Ana Vasquez, Benita Vasquez, Benjamin Vega,
Jose Vasquez, Kevin Wright, Maribel Franco,
Richard Gaines, Marcelina Castro, Harry Brodzik
If you know anyone who we can pray for, please call

the Office / Si conoces a alguien quien podemos orar,
Ilame a la Oficina (215) 634-1133



O’Neill - Boyle Funeral Home, Inc. catholicmatch’

+ American
LY Red Cross

Someons Teeds You! Funerals & Cremations Pennsylvania
Proudly Serving the Parish Families For Over 30 Years
VOLUN T EER Francis P. Boyle, III - Director | Marilyn Pabon Boyle, Adm.
and make a difference. .
Foin 309-11 E Lehigh Ave, Philadelphia Se Habla Espaiiol

(just across the street from Visitation BVM) ~ 275-739-6655
pLumeine-reating | Ask FWHATS
Reloman ciehwie | g MY 1|

in remembrance of SA/MAMLAG, an CatholicMatch.com/
B8 -rinanciNG AvaiLABLE | SAMI g

OP | ASK | MATCH | INFORM datePA

redcross.org/Volunteer

Funded by Medicaid, FreedomCare * YOUR PARISH ROOFER

allows you to choose who provides NEW ROOFS|REPAIRS | SHINGLES & SIDING| ROOF COATING
your care - the caregiver gets paid | $995% | $950 | $1000 OFF $3950
aslowas aslowas

instantly after their shift.

£ TEY over 1,000 sq. ft.

n Must be Presented at Time of Estimate

15 YEAR GUARANTEE FREE ESTIMATES

215.464.6425

s

S | WOLSHID MALLORY’S
' WA U ARMY ®

v«? eed ,- v Fouwndation
FreedomCare N United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...

- Don't Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESSI
Welcome www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657 | info@mallorysarmy.org
It’s easy to join our mailing list!
Just send your email address by text message:

Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.
& Message and data rates may apply.

OUR SPONSORS & OUR COMMUNITYEI'

Sponsors can offer ANYONE in the community,
promotions, discounts, “_notonly Parishioners, can
and/o; up—tct> datt:e iﬁntact 3-— I: A B E R ac;c]ess rfealtlrrt1e offers E
information to the m their favorite sponsors
ENTIRE community N ﬁ%save, share & support

Place your ad here to

ﬁ J?t‘ll"'l_"’f‘__"f"_:_f i support our Parish and
/ increase your visibility! Financiado por Medicaid, FreedomCare te
permite elegir quién te cuida - el cuidador

Re‘:ﬁz recibe el pago al instante después de su turno.
audience/Z/ 74/
that iMa familias se han unido a FreedomCare!
HoBrT1eTown local de Satlsfan ion del Cliente Menor Tasa de Hospitalizacion
Lg}']r;?s: businesses.

814.388.0301

Contact Me Jackie Manning

jmanning@jppc.net V #
(913) 744-6337 MAS DE 7,000 RES=RAS FreedomCare

DE 5 ESTRELLAS COMPASSION » INDEPENDENCE » CHOICE

057 Visitation, Philadelphia, PA John Patrick Publishing Company 1-800-333-3166 - www.jppc.net
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