
St. Thomas Aquinas Parish 
"Parking lot is Available"  

  1719 Morris Street, 
Philadelphia, PA 19145 

www.staquinas.com 
staquinasparish@gmail.com 

Rectory :             215 334-2312	
 Google phone Number : 267-388-1281  	

 Fax:                     215-755-9369	
School:               215-334-0878	

Aquinas Center:   215-334-2312	

Celebration of the Eucharist 	

Saturday Vigil Mass: 	

4:00PM (English) 	

6:00PM (Spanish)	

Sunday: 	

8:00AM (Vietnamese)	

10:00AM (English)	 	

12:00PM (Indonesian)	

5:00 PM Spanish 	

Holidays:	 8:30AM (Church)	

Weekdays: 8:30AM (Chapel)	

First Sunday  
of Advent 
November  
30, 2025 

Mission Statement: 

 Saint Thomas Aquinas Catholic 
Community, through our cultural 

diversity, united in our expressions of 
faith, lives the Gospel message in our 

neighborhood through worship, 
education, service, and advocacy.

http://www.staquinas.com


Services Available For Our Parishioners 
Mass Intentions: If you wish to schedule a Mass for 
your loved ones, please contact our rectory, and we will 
try to accommodate your request in the best possible 
way. 
Yearly Memorial Candle: Remember your beloved 
deceased by keeping a memorial candle lit for them all 
year. 
Sanctuary Memorial Fund: Donations are assigned a 
week and posted in the weekly bulletin. Families will 
receive a memorial card with the week and donation 
received. Forms can be picked up at the Rectory. 
Prayer request for the sick: If you would like us to 
include the name of your intention in the bulletin for 
prayer, please contact the rectory. 
Leaving a Legacy: Please remember St. Thomas 
Aquinas Church, 1719 Morris St. (our legal title) in your 
will. Your legacy will help support our mission and allow 
us to serve future needs generations. 

Please Remember In Your Prayers  
Those Who Are Sick 

Sr. Josefina Mendez, Steven  Johnson, Dianne 
Dematto,  Father Daniel  Dinardo, Ivonne Gaskins, 
Sybil William Leon De Fulgentis - Deborah Brady, 
Joseph Hanlon, Henry McCallister,  April DeMatto,  
Mike Tatersley, Dolores Smith,  Linda Nowlin, 
Daria Ward,  Lacey Terreri,  Karen Scott Precise 
-Diane Barsuglia Shondell Ayala-Copeland, 
Timothy Joseph McCloskey, Timothy Michael 
McCloskey, Isaac Davis, Maria Figueroa, Daniel 
Lorenzo Fernandez,  Dwight Alexander - Phillis 
Alexander, Theresa Giosa, Concetta Parker, Ulises 
Lopes, Ana Colon, Theresa Giosa ,Stephan Todd- 
Ryan, Catherine Todd, Gwen Munson, Adeline 
Ostobile, John Daniel, Virginia Tinkler- Moore, 
Robert  Salvadore, Margaret Coleman, Ada 
Roebuck, Lilian Offord, David Anderson, Helen 
Zungolo , Bryan DeSanto,Frank Diodato.

MASS INTENTIONS FOR 
First Sunday of Advent 
November 30, 2025  

         
        Saturday        November  29 
      8:30 am          Healing Mass for  
      Sr. Josephine Mendez   
      4:00 PM         In memory of Joseph  
      Anzideo Jr. by his parents   
      6:00 PM         Spanish Mass   
      Sunday          November 30 
     FIRST  SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

8:00  am        Vietnamese Mass  
10:00 AM	     People of the parish  
12:00  PM     Indonesian Mass  
5:00 pm         Spanish Mass 
Monday        December 1st. 
8:30 AM	      People of the parish 
Tuesday         December 2nd 
8:30 AM         People of the Parish  
Wednesday    December 3rd 
8:30  AM        Healing Mass for 
Fr.Daniel Dinardo 
Thursday       December 4 
 8:30  AM       In memory of Aurora 
Clapano by her family   

      Friday            December 5 
      8:30  AM        People of the Parish  
      Saturday        December 6 
      8:30 am          Healing Mass for  
      Sr. Josephine Mendez   
      4:00 PM         In memory of Joseph  
      Anzideo Jr. by his parents   
      6:00 PM         Spanish Mass   
      Sunday          December 7 
      SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

8:00  am        Vietnamese Mass  
10:00 AM	     Sodality Members of St. 
Thomas Aquinas   
12:00  PM     Indonesian Mass  
5:00 pm        Spanish Mass  

  

PRAYER TO ST. MICHAEL 
St. Michael the Archangel,  

defend us in battle.  
Be our defense against the wickedness  

and snares of the Devil.  
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, and do thou,  
O Prince of the heavenly hosts, by the power of God,  

thrust into hell Satan,  
and all the evil spirits,  

who prowl about the world  
seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.



      Rev. Dominic Tran Minh Duc             Ms. Karina Fernandez                                              
     Pastor	 	        Parish Business Manager 
     Rev. Wilmer Chirino-Gonzalez            Ms. Joanne Gledhill 
     Parochial Vicar                                      Director of Religious Ed. 
     Rev. Markus  Hermawan                      Mrs. Ruth Maldonado   
     Indonesian Ministry                                 Parish Secretary                                      
     Deacon Cristobal Chavac 
     Hispanic Ministry  

PASTORAL STAFF

SACRAMENTS 

Baptism  
Contact the Rectory for arrangements  
Marriage  
Arrangements must be made at  least six 
months prior to the intended wedding date. 
Confessions 
Before every Mass or call the  rectory for  an 

appointment. 
OCIA "Order of Christian  Initiation of 
Adults" 
Anyone interested in becoming Catholic is 
invited to participate in this process. Contact 
the rectory for details. 
Parish Registration 
New residents of our neighborhood are invited  
to join the parish  by calling the rectory. Those 
that are moving out of the parish are asked to 
please inform the parish secretary.

Parish Organizations  
• Blessed Virgin Mary Sodality : First Sunday of the Month 

( 10:00 Am Mass.)   
• Concerned Black Catholics: Third Sunday of the Month  
   (10:00 AM Mass). Please contact  Daria Ward  regarding the 
new breakfast service  for  CBS of St.. Thomas Aquinas .

PASTOR'S  CORNER  
First Sunday of Advent 

Today we begin the season of 
Advent and a new year in the 
Church. Some religious traditions 
like the Jesse tree and the Advent 
wreath help us to remember the 
long centuries that the Jewish 
people waited for the coming of 
the Messiah. By the sharing in 
the long preparation for the 
Savior’s first coming, we renew 
our desire, anticipation, and hope 
of his coming again. The prophet 
Isaiah, speaking in the eighth 
century before Christ, describes 
the establishment of the Lord's 
house as the highest mountain 
with all nations streaming toward 
it. This is foretelling the Second 
coming of Christ which will 
bring about the prominence of 
the Lord as the center of the 
world. It is in the center that He 
"shall judge between the nations, 
and impose terms on many 
people." 
          Of course, we do not know 
when the Lord will come, but we 
can imagine what it would be 
like if that time were today? 
Some people would be filled with 
fear that the fires of damnation 
would be inescapable, and that 
God would destroy hundreds of 
thousands of evil people all over 

the world. They might even fear 
for themselves. They might recall 
each fault and failing of their 
lives and succumb to despair. 
Some people see the Second 
coming of Christ only in a 
negative light. 
          Let us look instead to the 
glory that will accompany the 
coming of the kingdom. There 
will be no more war; the world 
will be at peace. The instruments 
of war will be broken down, 
melted into molten metal and 
recast into helpful life-giving 
utensils. Soldiers trained to kill 
people will be unnecessary. It 
will be a culture of life not a 
culture of death. 
           God's city will be one 
filled with light and joy. This 
glorious city of the new 
Jerusalem "coming down out of 
the heavens, beautiful as a bride 
prepared to meet her husband " 
will be a place of comfort and 
happiness because God shall 
wipe every tear from  their eyes, 
and there shall be no more death 
or mourning, crying out in pain, 
for the former world has passed 
away”... Saint Peter described  "a 
new heaven and a new earth 
where... the justice of God will 
reside." Crime and hatred will be 
destroyed. Prisons will not be 
necessary; all people will be 

provided the things they need to 
live. Poverty and pollution will 
be conditions of the past. 
Darkness will not be a cover for 
sinful deeds because sin itself 
will be gone. Fear and shame will 
have no place to hide in the 
Lord's house. 
            Jesus is our anticipation 
during this season of Advent. He 
is the hope that penetrates any 
dark thoughts that come to us. He 
is a spark of light in the 
darkening days as winter 
approaches. We must wait with 
patience because we do not know 
the time or place, but we do not 
wait in a vacuum. We practice the 
virtues and qualities of life that 
are promised with the coming of 
the kingdom and we place our 
trust in the goodness and mercy 
of the Lord. We bring light where 
there is darkness, we bring hope 
where there is despair. We extend 
comfort where it is needed, and 
we spread peace in time of 
conflict. With renewed hope we 
rejoice as we go to the house of 
the Lord. 

May God bless you all!        
Fr. Dominic 

Your brother in Christ. 



Weekly Announcements  Sunday November 30,2025 

 Fundraising Event after each Mass from  
 November 15 to December  7 

We invite all parishioners to join us for a special 
fundraising event immediately following each 

mass. Your participation and 
support will help us continue 
serving our community and 
parish programs. Come share in 
community, enjoy the gathering, 
and make a difference together! 
St. Thomas Aquinas brand coffee 
will be on sale along with some 
cookies and pastries. Also get 
your very own limited-edition 
parish bumper sticker. Thank 
you all for your support and 
generosity to the Church ! 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT WORK SHOP  
Anyone over the age of 18 who works with children 
MUST take this class and the Mandate reporting.  
They also MUST have clearances. 
Protecting God's Children for Adults 
Where: St. Thomas Aquinas - IMS (Philadelphia) 
1631 S. 18th Street 
When: Saturday, December 6, 2025 1:00 PM 
Estimated time: 2 hrs  30 min . This training will be 
held at the school. Session starts exactly at the posted 
time. (No late entry will be allowed in the session) 
THIS IS NOT A ZOOM SESSION Park in the school 
yard & enter the open door. Street parking is only 2 
hours. You will get a ticket after 2 hours. For more 
information contact Joanne Gledhill  at 267-242 5113 

$ 1 PER CARD 

Thursday December   11 , 2025 
Procession from St. Thomas Aquinas parking lot at 
7:00 pm to the Cathedral  St. Peter & Paul  followed  

 by Mass at 9:00 pm. 
After Holy Mass we will return to our 

 parish to offer a serenade to  
Our Lady of Guadalupe  

Friday -December 12  Solemn Mass in Spanish at 
7pm  in the Church. All are welcome     

     Christmas Schedule 2025– 2026 

     Christmas Eve -Wednesday -December 24 
     4:00 PM   English Vigil Mass 
•   6:30 PM   Vietnamese Pageant fallowed by   
•   Mass                 	  
•   9:00 PM   Multicultural Mass  
     English - Spanish and Indonesian 
    Christmas Day -Thursday -December 25 
     8:00 AM    Vietnamese Mass 
     10:00 AM  English Mass 
     12:00 PM  Indonesian Mass 
       3:00 PM  Spanish Mass  
     New Year’s Eve- Wednesday December 31  
•   4:00 Pm      English Mass (Only one Mass) 
     New Year’s Day -Thursday  January 1st.  
     2026       
     Solemnity of Mary the Holy  Mother of God  
     8.00 AM     Vietnamese Mass   
•   10:00 AM    English Mass  
•   12:00 AM    Indonesian Mass  
•    3:00 PM     Spanish Mass  

CHRISTMAS CONCERT - Cathedral Basilica St. Peter 
and Paul -Philadelphia -December 7 at 3pm  

On December 8, we will celebrate the Feast of the 
Immaculate Conception. We cordially invite everyone to 
join us for a  Mass at 7:00 pm  in the church . 
All are welcome. 

Monday- December 8

FEAST OF OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE



 PRIMER DOMINGO DE ADVIENTO  - NOVIEMBRE  30, 2025

Reflexión del primer domingo de Adviento 
“Adviento es el tiempo de Dios  

 a dado a los hombres” 
Con este primer domingo de Adviento comienza un 
nuevo año litúrgico: el pueblo de Dios vuelve a 
ponerse en camino para vivir el misterio de Cristo en 
la historia. Cristo es el mismo ayer, hoy y siempre. 
Pero, la historia cambia y necesita ser evangelizada 
constantemente; necesita renovarse desde dentro, y 
la única verdadera novedad es Cristo: él es su 
realización plena, el futuro luminoso del hombre y 
del mundo. Jesús, resucitado de entre los muertos, es 
el Señor al que Dios someterá todos sus enemigos, 
incluida la misma muerte. El mundo visible, con 
todos los bienes y las riquezas que oculta en sí 
mismo, al fin no es capaz de darnos más que la 
muerte en el término de la vida. 
Queridos hermanos y hermanas, nos encontramos, de 
nuevo al comienzo del camino. Ha comenzado de 
nuevo el Adviento: el tiempo de la gracia, el tiempo 
de la espera, el tiempo de la venida del Señor, que 
perdura siempre. Y la vida del hombre se desarrolla 
en el amor del Señor, a pesar de todas las dolorosas 
experiencias de la destrucción y de la muerte, hacia 
la realización final en Dios 

Que Nuestra Señora, Virgen del Adviento, nos ayude 
a no considerarnos propietarios de nuestra vida, a no 
oponer resistencia cuando el Señor viene para 
cambiarla, sino a estar preparados para dejarnos 
visitar por Él, huésped esperado y grato, aunque 
descomponga nuestros planes. Amén. Por el padre 
Wilmer Chirino 

Mensaje de Adviento  
¿Qué significa, el Adviento? El Adviento es el 
descubrimiento de una gran aspiración de los 
hombres y de los pueblos hacia la casa del Señor. No 
hacia la muerte y la destrucción, sino hacia el 
encuentro con El.Adviento es el tiempo favorable 
para reavivar en nuestro corazón la espera de Aquel 
«que es, que era y que va a venir» (Ap 1, 8). El Hijo 
de Dios ya vino en Belén hace veinte siglos, viene en 
cada momento al alma y a la comunidad dispuestas a 
recibirlo, y de nuevo vendrá al final de los tiempos 
para «juzgar a vivos y muertos». Por eso, el creyente 
está siempre vigilante, animado por la íntima 
esperanza de encontrar al Señor, como dice el 
Salmo: «Mi alma espera en el Señor, espera en su 
palabra; mi alma aguarda al Señor, más que el 
centinela a la aurora» (Sal 130, 5-6). 

•Collecta de fondos a beneficio de Santo 
Tomas del 15 de Noviembre al 7 de 
Diciembre  . Al terminar la Santa Misa 
tenemos la venta de cafe con el logotipo de 
Santo Thomas, tambien la calcomania para 
ponersela al carro , y  venta de comida, y 
galletas  . Gracias de antemano por su apoyo y 
amor con la parroquia de Santo Thomas  

•Sesion de Ambiente seguro o Safe 
environment. Diciembre 6 en la Escuela de 
Santo Thomas de 1 a 3 pm . Llamar a Ms. 
Joanne Gledhill al  267 242 5113 parqueadero 
disponible dentro de la escuela .Los cupos son 
limitados .   

Los invitamos cordialmente a la Santa Misa el Lunes 
Diciembre  8  a las  7PM, para celabrar juntos  la fiesta de  
la Inmaculada Concepcion en la Iglesia de Santo Thomas. 

 Lunes -Diciembre 8 

• Martes -Diciembre 2-al Miercoles Diciembre 10 
Novenas a la Virgen de Guadalupe en la Iglesia  

• Jueves -December 11 Procession a la Catedral St. Peter 
& Paul  a las 7 pm  Saliendo del parqueadero de Santo 
Thomas, seguido de la Misa a las 9:00 PM 

• Despues de la Santa Misa, regresaremos a la parroquia 
de Santo Tomas,  para  ofrecerle una serenata a nuestra 
Virgen Morenita  

• Viernes - Diciembre 12 Solemne Misa a las 7:00 pm  .  
Todos son cordialmente invitados  

FIESTA DE LA VIRGEN DE GUADALUPE 

FIESTA DE LA INMACULADA CONCEPTION 

CLASES DE TUTORIA POR LINEA para niños y niñas 
que tengan  sus notas bajas en la escuela . Llamar a la 

rectoria para mas informacion al 215.334.2312 

AVISOS SOCIALES  
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in remembrance of

BEFORE YOU GET 
IN A RIDE SHARE

   STOP | ASK
MATCH | INFORM

SAMI

ASK

It’s easy to join our mailing list!
Just send your email address by text message:

Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.

www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657 | info@mallorysarmy.org

United Together In The Fight United Together In The Fight 
Against Bullying...Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness...Don’t Just Teach Kindness...
BE KINDNESS!BE KINDNESS!

Message and data rates may apply.

NEW ROOFS
$99500

as low as

REPAIRS
$9500

as low as

SHINGLES & SIDING
$1000 OFF

over 1,000 sq. ft.

ROOF COATING
$39500

as low as

YOUR PARISH ROOFER

15 YEAR GUARANTEE • FREE ESTIMATES

215.464.6425
Coupon Must be Presented at Time of Estimate




