Mission Statement: _\\\\ ////

Saint Thomas Aquinas Catholic —
Community, through our cultural
diversity, united in our expressions of
faith, lives the Gospel message in our
neighborhood through worship,
education, service, and advocacy.

St Thomas Aquinas
Catholic Community

Celebration of the Eucharist
Saturday Vigil Mass:
4:00PM (English)
6:00PM (Spanish)
Sunday:
8:00AM (Vietnamese)

10:00AM (English)
12:00PM (Indonesian)
5:00 PM Spanish
Holidays: 8:30AM (Church)
Weekdays: 8:30AM (Chapel)

St. Thomas Aquinas Parish

"Parking lot is Available"

1719 Morris Street,
Philadelphia, PA 19145

www.staquinas.com

staquinasparish@gmail.com

Rectory : 215 334-2312
Google phone Number: 267-388-1281
Fax: 215-755-9369
School: 215-334-0878

Aquinas Center: 215-334-2312



http://www.staquinas.com

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE
FEAST OF THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD
January 11th, 2026

Saturday  January 10
8:30 am People of the Parish
4:00 PM Ms. Rose Gerace by her
family
6:00 PM Spanish Mass
Sunday January 11
THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD
8:00 am Vietnamese Mass

10:00 AM  The Clapano Family

12:00 PM Indonesian Mass
5:00 pm Spanish Mass
Monday January 12

8:30 AM People of the parish

Tuesday January 13
8:30 AM For migrants and their

advocates and caregivers

Wednesday January 14
8:30 am  People of the Parish

Thursday _ January 15

8:30 am Healing Mass for

Fr. Daniel Dinardo

Friday January 16

8:30 am  People of the Parish

Saturday January 17

8:30 am  Joseph Anzideo Jr. by his parents
4:00 PM  In honor of St. Thomas Aquinas
by Teresa and Nick Teti

6:00 PM  Spanish Mass

Sunday January 18

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00 am  Vietnamese Mass

10:00 AM CBC members of St. Thomas
Aquinas with Deacon Anthony Willoughby
assisting Mass

12:00 PM Indonesian Mass

5:00 pm Spanish Mass

"Give thanks in all circumstances; fo

will for

ntinued Generosig
and Support!

Services Available For Our Parishioners

Mass Intentions: If you wish to schedule a Mass for
your loved ones, please contact our rectory, and we will
try to accommodate your request in the best possible
way.

Yearly Memorial Candle: Remember your beloved
deceased by keeping a memorial candle lit for them all
year.

Sanctuary Memorial Fund: Donations are assigned a
week and posted in the weekly bulletin. Families will
receive a memorial card with the week and donation
received. Forms can be picked up at the Rectory.

Prayer request for the sick: If you would like us to
include the name of your intention in the bulletin for
prayer, please contact the rectory.

Leaving a Legacy: Please remember St. Thomas
Aquinas Church, 1719 Morris St. (our legal title) in your
will. Your legacy will help support our mission and allow
us to serve future needs generations.

Please Remember In Your Prayers
Those Who Are Sick

Hazelan Koroma, Raquel Barrios, Sr. Josefina
Mendez, Steven Johnson, Dianne Dematto, Father
Daniel Dinardo, Ivonne Gaskins, Sybil William
Leon De Fulgentis - Deborah Brady, Joseph Hanlon,
Henry McCallister, April DeMatto, Mike Tatersley,
Dolores Smith, Linda Nowlin, Daria Ward, Lacey
Terreri, Karen Scott Precise -Diane Barsuglia
Shondell Ayala-Copeland, Timothy Joseph
McCloskey, Timothy Michael McCloskey, Isaac
Davis, Maria Figueroa, Daniel Lorenzo Fernandez,
Dwight Alexander - Phillis Alexander, Theresa
Giosa, Concetta Parker, Ulises Lopes, Ana Colon,
Theresa Giosa ,Stephan Todd- Ryan, Catherine
Todd, Gwen Munson, Adeline Ostobile, John
Daniel, Virginia Tinkler- Moore, Robert Salvadore,
Margaret Coleman, Ada Roebuck, Lilian Offord,
David Anderson, Helen Zungolo , Bryan
DeSanto,Frank Diodato.

St. Michael the Archangel,
defend us in battle.
Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the
Devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly pray,
and do thou, O Prince of the heavenly hosts, by the power
of God, thrust into hell Satan, and all the evil spirits, who
prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen




PASTOR'S CORNER
FEAST OF THE BAPTISM
OF THE LORD
Have a blessed
New Year 2026

In Baptism, you became a
member of the body of Christ.
You now have the same mission
that our Lord came to do! You -
along with all your fellow
Christians - have taken on the
role of being a light to the
nations. We are to spread the
word and bring the love and
compassion that Jesus taught to
those around us. We are to be
living examples of that love. Of
course, this is not always easy.
Today's Gospel gives us
an interesting insight on John the
Baptist. John tells us that he did
not know who Jesus was until he
saw the Holy Spirit descend
upon him. However, John was
preaching about the Messiah
being at hand, making straight
the way of the Lord. He did this
without even knowing who
would actually fill that role of
Lord! Like John the Baptist, we
do not always recognize who
Jesus is, or what he expects of
us. It is our responsibility to find
Jesus in everyone we meet and

to help them see the light of his
love in us.

Saint Paul tells us today
that we are called to be a holy
people. If people believe they are
nobodies, they act like nobodies.
If they believe they are called to
greatness and act with courage
and faith, they become great. It
may be difficult to see ourselves
as holy when we know we have
weaknesses and sometimes fall
into sin. Today, however, we
hear John the Baptist say that
Jesus 1s the Lamb of God, who
takes away the sins of the world!
That means Jesus takes away
other people's sins, and he takes
away our sins.

God is forgiving, but we
must have a problem with
forgiveness. We sometimes do
not like to forgive the sins of
others, and we often do not like
to admit that any of our own
actions need to be forgiven. It is
impossible to accept forgiveness
for an action that we will not
admit is sinful. This lack of self-
recognition of our own sins may
indicate that we are not ready to
look honestly at the sins of
others either. Until we are honest
with ourselves, we will have

great difficulty honestly loving
or forgiving others.

On the other hand, there
may be times when we know we
have sinned, but we feel we do
not deserve to be forgiven. In
truth, we may be right, but God
does not see things that way.
God loves us anyway. The Son
of God became human and gave
his life, so that those who do not
deserve to be forgiven could
have everlasting life. He did it
through the power of the Holy
Spirit because it was the will of
his Heavenly Father who loves
us so much. When we forgive,
we are imitating that love.

When we try to walk in
the footsteps of Jesus Christ and
allow the Holy Spirit to guide us,
we can dare to see ourselves and
others honestly. We can shine the
light of love and forgiveness on
the whole world, and especially
on our own little corner of the
world.

May God Bless you all!
Fr. Dominic

Parish Organizations
* Blessed Virgin Mary Sodality : First Sunday of the Month ( 10:00

Am Mass.)

* Concerned Black Catholics: Third Sunday of the Month
(10:00 AM Mass). Please contact Daria Ward regarding the new

SACRAMENTS
Baptism
Contact the Rectory for arrangements
Marriage

Arrangements must be made at least six
months prior to the intended wedding date.

breakfast service for CBS of St.. Thomas Aquinas .

PASTORAL STAFF o

Confessions

Before every Mass or call the rectory for an

appointment.

CIA "Order of Christian Initiation of

Ms. Karina Fernandez
Parish Business Manager
Ms. Joanne Gledhill

Director of Religious Ed.

Rev. Dominic Tran Minh Duc
Pastor

Rev. Wilmer Chirino-Gonzalez
Parochial Vicar

Adults"
Anyone interested in becoming Catholic is

invited to participate in this process. Contact
the rectory for details.

Parish Registration

Rev. Markus Hermawan
Indonesian Ministry
Deacon Cristobal Chavac
Hispanic Ministry

New residents of our neighborhood are invited
to join the parish by calling the rectory. Those
that are moving out of the parish are asked to
please inform the parish secretary.

Mrs. Ruth Maldonado
Parish Secretary




ONLINE GIVING IS AVAILABLE

St. Thomas Aquinas is please to offer a convenient and secure
way to support our parish through online giving via Parish
Giving Visit WWW.Staquinas.com

click on the Parish Giving Lopo, and follow the simple
registrations steps

HERE ARE THE BENEFITS OF GIVING ONLINE

* Phone and Email support

* Remainder and confirmation Emails

* Offertory Cards

+ User can choose:

» Debit cards, credit cards, or bank transfer

* date en frequency of their contribution schedule

* recurring and Future schedules donation

* one-time Donation and payment

 Thank you for your continued generosity and support of St.
Thomas Aquinas

Scan this QR Code to learn more Personal Account view

Feast of
St. Thomas Aquinas
Wed., January 28,2026
You are cordially invited to
celebrate the feast of our
Patron with the Holy Mass
at: 8:30 am &

7:00 pm Multicultural
All are welcome !

Citizenship : If you have had your Green Card for
at least 3 years and speak English, you are eligible
for an interview with Sister Fran. Please contact the
rectory for more information at 215.334.2312

Diocesan News
Drive asking for Classroom Supplies-Shrine of
Saint Katherine Drexel, from January 9th -12th-
2026
Items Requested :
» Wish list for Providence Center, a SHCJ
ministry
* Rosaries for Cathedral Parish -
Religious Education. %ﬁ
+ Stationary, Crafting Supplies for WIS
Children for Holy Children Day
Celebrate the birthday of Venerable Cornelia
Connelly, founder of the Society of the Holy Child
Jesus!

Upcoming events at

St. Thomas Aquinas Parish

Join us in making our neighborhood safer!

» Wednesday, January 21, 2025 at 6pm. Town hall
meeting with a police representative from the 17th
District of South Philadelphia. Meetings are held on
the third Wednesday of each month at the Aquinas
Center .

* Wednesday January 28 feast of St. Thomas
Aquinas we will have Masses at 8:30 am and 7:00
pm-multicultural Mass. All are welcome.

* Asian Health Promoter Community Health Fair
* St. Thomas Aquinas Parish, 1719 Morris St.

» February 28 | 10 AM — 1 PM | Lower Hall

» 215-334-2312

CBC Trip to Sight & Sound: “Joshua”

We still have 10 seats available for anyone who would
like to enjoy this wonderful experience.

We eat at Shady Maples Smorgasbord .

Date: April 25,2026

Bus Departure: 18 & Morris St. at 8:00 a.m.

Cost: Adults — $252 | Children — $165

Make checks payable to: CBC of St. Thomas Aquinas.
Contact: Daria Word: 215-251-5958

Sunday 18 January, 2026 Martin Luther King Jr.
Interfaith Prayer Service St. Malachy Catholic
Church 1429N 11th Street Philadelphia Pa 19122
215. 763 .1305 info@stmalachyphilly.org
Fr. Matthew Biedrzycki
Event sponsored by the Office of black catholic of
the archdioceses of Philadelphia.

The 2026 Mass Intentions is OPEN.
Please call the Parish Office at 215.334.2312 or
email staquinasparish@gmail.com

Readings for Mass for this Week.Please see the
website of the United States Conference of Catholic

Bishops :usccb.org/bible/readings

*To view the bulletin, visit Saint Thomas Aquinas
Catholic Community church. https://www.church-
bulletin.org/?1 /1719 Morris Street - Philadelphia, PA
19145 (215) 334-2312.

* If you would like to place your ad in this church
bulletin, please contact us toll free at

* (800) 333-3166.
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SOLEMNIDAD DEL BAUTIZO DEL SENOR ENERO 11,2026

Reflexion de la Solemnidad del Bautismo del
Senor «La luz brilla en las tinieblas,
pero las tinieblas no la acogieron»

Con la fiesta del Bautismo del Sefor, que
celebramos hoy, se concluye el tiempo liturgico de
Navidad. El Nifio, a quien los Magos de Oriente
vinieron a adorar en Belén, ofreciéndole sus dones
simbdlicos, lo encontramos ahora adulto, en el
momento en que se hace bautizar en el rio Jordan
por el gran profeta Juan. Esta palabra: "bautismo",
que en griego significa "inmersion".

Jesus fue revelado como aquel que venia para
bautizar a la humanidad en el Espiritu Santo: venia
a traer a los hombres la vida en abundancia, pero
por desgracia, el hombre es capaz de apagar esta
nueva vida con su pecado, reduciéndose a una

situacidn que la sagrada Escritura llama "segunda
muerte".

Por eso, Dios ha querido salvarnos yendo él mismo
hasta el fondo del abismo de la muerte, con el fin
de que todo hombre, incluso el que ha caido tan
bajo que ya no ve el cielo, pueda encontrar la mano
de Dios a la cual asirse a fin de subir desde las
tinieblas y volver a ver la luz para la que ha sido
creado. Todos sentimos, todos percibimos
interiormente que nuestra existencia es un deseo
de vida que invoca una plenitud, una salvacion.
Esta plenitud de vida se nos da en el bautismo.
Pidamos a la Virgen Santa que nos sostenga con su
intercesién en nuestro compromiso de seguir a
Cristo por el camino de la fe y de la caridad, la
senda trazada por nuestro Bautismo. Amén.

El Miercoles Enero 28 celebramos la fiesta de nuestro
Patron Santo Thomas de Aquino . Los invitamos a
participar de la celebracion con dos(2) liturgias

8:30 am y 7:00 pm en la Iglesia

Todos son bienvendos

Servicios Sociales de Santo Thomas

Charlas con la Policia del Distrito 17 . Todos los
Miercoles de cada mes. Los esperamos en Enero 21 a
las 6 pm en el Aquinas Center

Fiesta de Santo Tomas de Aquino el Miercoles 28 de
Febrero con dos liturgias a las 8:30 am y las 7pm

Fiesta de la Virgen de la Candelaria : Lunes -
Febrero 2 alas 7pm. Todos son Bienvenidos

Santa Misa en Espaiiol :Todos los Domingos 5pm.
Los esperamos .

Citizenship: Si ha tenido su tarjeta de residencia
durante al menos 3 afios y habla inglés, puede solicitar
una entrevista con la hermana Fran al 215.334.2312

Feria de la Salud patrocinado por la Universidad
de San Joseph y la Organizacion Asiatica de la
Salud- St. Thomas Aquinas Parish, 1719 Morris St.
Febrero 28 | 10 AM — 1 PM | Lower Hall
215-334-2312

Donaciones en linea

Santo Tomas de Aquino se
complace en ofrecer una manera
segura de hacer sus donaciones a
traves del Internet via Parish
Giving este metodo le permite
tener un control de sus ofrendas
como parroquiano que ud hace cada vez que
deposita un sobre con donaciones.Para empezar es
muy facil visite www.staquinas.com and click en
el logo para la registracion. Haga click en el
codigo de barras para mas informacion.

RETIRO PARA PAREJAS

ELamon que perdona, penmanece

iParejas de todas las edades son bienvenidas!

Sabado,28 de febrero 2026 de 9 a 5pm

Mother Boniface center . Para incripciones llamar
al 215 667 2820 /530 por pareja con desayuno y
almuerzo inluidos - 3501 Solly Av.Philadelphia. PA

Clinica Dental para estudiantes de
elementary school de PRE-K-a 12
los siguientes servicios dentales se

prestan sin costo alguno

e Hacer una cita 21570702 31

e W.D Kelley 1601 N 28th St.
Philadelphia, Pa 19121 programa auspiciado por
temple University
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ST. MONICA CENTER Do Your Doctors Give You OURS DO'
\ A Catholic-Faith Short Term Rehab Their Cell Phone Number? )

s, o e — 1 | At Dedicated Senior Medical Centers,

ST. MONICA CENTER

Accepts Admissions 24/7 « Therapy Available 7 days a week

/@‘] SHORT TERM | RESPITE
\=>) care =) care
Services

Cardiac Care * Memory
Support ®* Wound Care
| Orthopedic Rehab ¢ Stroke
Recovery ®* Neuromuscular
Care * Post-surgical Rehab
Pulmonary Care ...and more!

2509 South Fourth St.
Philadelphia, PA 19148

215-271-1080 .
www.stmonicarehab.org Cdi‘holchq’rch.com/datePA

NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS
(267) 538-1311 - www.Dedicated.care
330 West Oregon Ave. Suites 170 and 180 Philadelphia, PA 19148

catholicmatch’ R
Pennsylvania (&

\\ Dedicated Senior
\ Medical Center

& CHENMED: COMPANY

g
B

YOUR PARISH ROOFER

NEW ROOFS{REPAIRS | SHINGLES & SIDING] ROOF COATING
$995% 1$95%| $1000 OFF $395%
aslowas aslowas over 1,000 sq. ft. aslowas

Coupon Must be Presented at Time of Estimate

15 YEAR GUARANTEE ° FREE ESTIMATES

iMas de familias se han unido a FreedomCare! 21 5.464.6425

de Satisfaccion del Cliente Menor Tasa de Hospitalizacion

S  HWHATS
i V FreedomCare MY N A M E

in remembrance of dWm&}&éﬁﬂM%

Financiado por Medicaid, FreedomCare te
permite elegir quién te cuida - el cuidador
recibe el pago al instante después de su turno.

DE 5 ESTRELLAS COMPASSION « INDEPENDENCE » CHOICE

For Advertising

Information
“ = SAMI
Kathleen Gregory
JOHN PATRICK 215-858-9733 STOP | ASK

publishing company, inc. Kgregory@jppc.net
MATCH | INFORM
Connecting

. £ United Together In The Fight
Mo | 4 MALLORY’S " B0 * ™
in realtime! Don’t Just Teach Kindness...

Funded by Medicaid, FreedomCare

allows you to choose who provides Fouwndation BE KINDNESSI
your care — the caregiver gets paid www.MallorysArmy.com
instantly after their shift. (973) 440-8657 | info@mallorysarmy.org
= It’s easy to join our mailing list!
families have = = Just send your email address by text message:
joined FreedomCare! Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.

‘j Message and data rates may apply.

Customer Satisfaction

Lower Hospitalization Rate + Amerlcan Red Cross
814.388.0301 A Someone Teeds You!
4 VOLUNTEER

R%%és i PreedomCare and make a difference.

_

Doin &x&y: redcross.org/Volunteer
123 St. Thomas Aquinas, Phila., PA John Patrick Publishing Co. Inc. 1.800.333.3166 - www.jppc.net






