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For you do not know
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L.ord will come.
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NOVEMBER 30, 2025
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

2025 DAY OF SANCTIFICATION FOR
PRIESTS

The priests of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia
assemble each year for a day of prayer and
reflection on the Sacred Priesthood. This year
our priests will gather with the Archbishop at
Mother of Divine Providence Parish, King of
Prussia on Monday, December 1, for the 2025
Day of Sanctification for Priests. Please pray for
all priests of the Archdiocese, especially this
weekend and Monday, with the following prayer
from the Roman Missal:

Lord our God, who in governing your people

make use of the ministry of Priests, o Uﬂder 3 FREE ot
grant lo these men T cket Sales after weekend Masse

a persevering obedience to your will, b
so that by their ministry and life NOV 1 8 thru NOV. 30 = :

they may gain glory for you in Christ.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Advent

Eucharistic Wednesdays ‘q ‘ RAFFLE P' r ?
held each Wednesday 55” sc RE EN T\I’
9/, \

llﬁ“_

beginning December 3
from Noon and ending at
7:00 p.m. .

[$10°per ticket

-

$10 ber ticket

Please plan to join us.

On sale after Mass each weekend
Nov. 8 thru Nov. 30

We extend a warm welcome to ;
Kyle Durics & Anne Posillico & durmg regUIar rectory hours

The Epps Family Drawing on December 7™ during the

Christmas Annual Gathering
Need not be present to win

The Ignacio & Goldstein Family

who recently registered in our Parish!

#143 Sacred Heart



Sacred Heart Parish
sincerely thanks the
Holy Family Council
#3327 of the Knights of
Columbus for the
$5,000.00 donation to
our parish. We are
grateful for their great
generosity.
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: DONATIONS FOR &
¢ MARTHA'S CHOICE MARKETPLACE &

BRING YOUR CEREAL
DONATIONSONTHE %
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B i
% 1ST WEEKEND
9% OF EACH MONTH

LEAVE THEM IN THE
BACK OF CHURCH

d GENERIC CEREAL IS GREAT! (d
& ALDI OR LIDEL ARE FANTASTIC SHOPPING OPTIONS AS WELLI &

&
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o3 Mark your calendar for our
tg o Christmas Gathering tg
o éFPien%S' Wednesday, December 10 &
(£ WEESTL starting at 6:00PM. Light
« refreshments will be served. Everyone is
ﬁ:; welcome to join in and celebrate the ﬁ%
zg season of giving. zg

« For more information call Lisa Pagnotti :}

i 610-639-7704. ®

Oy O O O O A O O O O N O I O N N N D

PRURE>A Friday,
BING December 12"
- ) 7 Doors open 6:00 PM
“ Games at 7:00 PM

Parish Hall

Chance to win up to $500.00

Sponsored by:

The next meeting for

the Book Club will be
! - December 16" at 1:30
[heo o Golden i the Rectory Meet-
ing Room. The book
we will be discussing
is Theo of Golden
by Allen Levi.

Everyone is welcome
to attend.

Allen Levi
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- MASS INTENTIONS —

Saturday, November 29

4:00pm Adele & Ronald DelMauro &
John & Mary Halas
Requested by Ron Halas

Sunday, November 30
8:00am Sophie Pruskowski
Requested by Ted & Marjorie Pruskowski

10:15am Joseph “Joey” Battisto, Jr.
Requested by Bill & Bridget Maruszczak

Monday, December 1

8:00am Mae O’Connor
Requested by Carl & Kass Perretta

Tuesday, December 2
8:00am Lucia Sangrigoli
Requested by Jared & Danielle Carbone

Wednesday, December 3
8:00am Zofia Bialoboki
Requested by Daughter, Regina & Family

Thursday, December 4

8:00am Louis Miletto
Requested by Brother, Thomas &
Sister, Mari & Family

Friday, December 5
8:00am Carmine Nazzaro
Requested by Bill & Bridget Maruszczak

Saturday, December 6
NB: No 8:00am Mass on Saturdays

4:00pm Domenic Giovanni Dugas
Requested by Barbara JanFrancisco

Sunday, December 7
8:00am Carmine Capone
Requested by The Capone Family

10:15am Jonathan Sechuk, Jr.
Requested by The Stefanick Family

LITURGICAL MINIST'RIES

=N

EXTRAORDINARY Mlng FFRS
SACRISTAN CANTO USHER

LECTOR
SERVER

Let ‘Us Serve The Lovd With Gladness!

The following Ministers are scheduled for our Parish Masses.

Saturday evening, December 6:

4:00pm

Celebrant: Father DiMaria

Extraordinary Minister: Marjorie Pruskowski
Lector: Danielle Kelso

Sunday morning, December 7:
8:00am

Celebrant: Father Lyons
Lector: Eileen Bralski

10:15am

Celebrant: Father DiMaria
Extraordinary Minister: Larry Kilian
Lector: Rich McVoy

Feast of the Immaculate Conception
Monday, December 8:

8:00am

Celebrant: Father Lyons

Lector: Helen Keller Surman

4:00pm

Celebrant: Father DiMaria

Extraordinary Minister: Pat Moletzsky
Lector: Connie Capaldo

7:00pm

Celebrant: Father DiMaria

Extraordinary Minister: Valencia Zaremba
Lector: Danielle Carbone

“Advent is, so to speak, an intense training that
directs us decisively toward Him who already
came, who will come, and who comes

continuously.”

~St. John Paul 11

Our Mass schedule
for the Holy Day is as

Monday, December 8
8:00 am

4:00 pm

7:00 pm

#143 Sacred Heart
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Our giving tree tags are now available. We are
asking for $25.00 gift cards which will be given
to Martha’s Choice Market as well as the
Missionaries of Charity. We ask that all gift cards
be returned by December 14™ so that they may
be distributed in time for Christmas.

"Suddenly Seniors' Christmas Party
Thursday, December 18

Tickets will be available after the weekend
Masses December 6 & 7 ~ December 13 & 14
Members are $16 and Non-Members $20.

Music by Sal &
Charlotte DiNenna

Join us for a fun time!

Catholic School Scholarship
Opportunity
Grades 1 - College/University

Holy Family Council #3327 the
Knights of Columbus, is offering
scholarships valued up to $3,000 for
the 2026/2027 academic year to qualified students.
These students must be members of the Bridgeport
area Catholic parishes and plan to attend or re-enroll
in Catholic schools (grades 1-12) or to a Catholic
college/university. Please visit the parish office
during business hours to get details and application
materials. Applications must be dropped off at
your parish rectory by January 6, 2026.

ay For Our
ftary Personnel

Please Pray For All Who Protect Our

Country, especially...

John F. K. Benedict (Major, USAF ANG), son of
Christine & Vince Benedict; Anthony C. Brandt
(CW3 Warrant Olfficer, U.S. Army Reserves), son
of Eileen Brandt; Zachary T. Brandt (Sergeant
U.S. Army), grandson of Eileen Brandt; Matthew
J. Capaldo (Commander, U.S. Navy) son of John
& Connie Capaldo; Michael DeStefano, Jr.
(Sergeant U.S. Army) grandson of Jack & Sue
DeStefano, Michael Gutkowski (Lieutenant
Commander, U.S. Navy), grandson of Pat
Gutkowski; Samuel Hoey (LCpl, USM.C),
grandson of Leona Cottone; Noel Irizarry
(Sergeant, U.S. Army), son of Patricia Epright;
Shane Jones (Sergeant U.S. Marines), grandson of
Fran Toth; Matthew McNulty (Chief Warrant
Officer 4 U.S.M.C.), son of Irene McNulty; Rick
McVoy (Lieutenant Commander, U.S. Navy) son of
Rich McVoy; Greg Philips (Lieutenant
Commander, U.S. Navy); Jessica Prostack (CW2
Warrant Officer, U.S. Army), daughter of Richard
Prostack; Jack Razin (I Lieutenant, U.S. Air
Force), son of Rich & Julie Razin; Luke Razin
(Captain, U.S. Air Force), son of Rich & Julie
Razin; Jeffrey Seamans (Captain, U.S. Army), son
-in-law of Dolores Burton; Stephanie Zugay
(National Guard), granddaughter of Greg & Grace
Zugay.

e

George Minnis
Al Cowling
Mary (Puzio)Stephenson

Lisa Ronan Mary Boyle

David Reuter Fran Toth

Bob Bores Joan Birely

Chas Pires Martha Smoczylo
Julie Burk Kelly Benedict
Greg Schloth Patricia Gaffney
William J. Ryan Angela Desmond
Justin DiFilippo Mike Piskai

June DiDesidero Eileen Brandt
Cindy Burke Denise Kavanagh
Parker Grey Davis Tom Kavanagh
Catherine Martin Michael Martin
Joseph Puzio Ronald Halas

Piper Kaplan Marge Leszczynski
Francis Rodenbaugh III  Fran & Rob Worral
Karen Braithwaite Marion Raup

Carol Katkowski Irene Elliott

Elaine Fertal Stanley Leszczynski
Barbara Pruskowski Butch Rodenbaugh

Nicholas Janicki
John Smoczylo
Laurie Ronan
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Monday Night Rosary will be recited in
church each Monday at 7 p.m. SACRED HEART PARISH

PrO Life Holy HOur at 12:00 noon 120 JEFFERSON ST. BRIDGEPORT, PA
each Wednesday in church.

™

EVERY LIFE {ih

All are welcome!

Companions in Prayer and Min}{'stry YOUNG ADULT HOLY HOUR
: t

will meet Sunday, D_ecember 7 Eucharistic Adoration, Confession, &

after the 10:15 Mass in the Rectory Traditional Music. Drinks to follow!

Meeting Room. .
7 pm-8 pm

Please consider joining our Companions Group on
the first Sunday of the month after the 10:15 December 17
Mass. All are welcome!

Sister Francis Helen

SPOTLIGHT ON FOCUS-
WHAT'S NEW?

A large part of our role as FOCUS missionaries in the community of Sacred Heart
is helping to raise up leaders within our parish. We unite our prayer with the
Lord’s when he says to his disciples, "The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers
are few; pray therefore the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his
harvest.” MT 9:37-38. Our hope is that our parish would become a spring of
laborers for our Lord's harvest and united with Him, all of those in our greater
parish community will be able to hear the Gospel through our friendship,
witness of discipleship, explicit proclamation, and invitation to the sacraments.

In the past few months, Erica Stefanik, a wife, mother and Sacred Heart
parishioner has started a Bible Study and we asked that she share about her
experience of leading it so far, here is her response:

“I decided to lead a Bible study because | felt a deep calling to create space for
spiritual growth, connection, and honest conversation with the women at our
parish. With the help of Caitlyn, | learned that it wasn’t about knowing everything
in the bible, but about journeying together with others to find the true meaning
of the Word Made Flesh. The idea of gathering people to explore Scripture
together, asking questions, sharing insights, and encouraging one another, felt
like a meaningful way to serve. What | didn't anticipate was just how joyful the
journey would be. Each session has brought unexpected moments of grace:
laughter, vulnerability, and a sense of unity that's hard to describe. Watching Erica Stefanik

others grow in faith while growing myself has been one of the most fulfilling Parishioner, Bible Study Leader
experiences of my life. It's not just a study, it's become a lasting bond of

friendship, and I'm grateful every day for the privilege of leading it."

-Erica Stefanik

intarasted in gatiing Caitlyn Sechuk- Thomas Horlander-

involved? csechuk@shswedesburg.org thorlander@shswedesburg.org
Contact us.
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NOVEMBER 30, 2025
15T SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Reflection by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson

The little season of Advent comes upon us like the poet
Carl Sandburg'’s “Fog.” That is, “on little cat's feet.” For
us as Americans, we have the echo in our ears of lively
table talk at the family Thanksgiving dinner, followed by
the clatter of clean dinnerware returning to cabinets.
Suddenly it is time to prepare for Christmas!

On one level, | daresay the popular one, which means a
flurry of list-making, and shopping and decorating and
baking. All that is to the good as far as it goes. But on the
deeper level, | daresay the spiritual level, or the Church’s
level, Christmas prep involves a recall of all that God did
& for us in the time after the Fall from Eden to the Infant’s
88 Cry in the manger.

We had been a lost race. Alienated from God. Disconnected from each other to a large
degree. Needing outside help. Yearning for leadership. Wishing for interior peace. In a world
lit only by fire each night, we were definitely locked in “darkness,” as St. Paul describes it.
Needing light and a way out.

This First Sunday of Advent invites us to pause right here and think about the implications of
being in darkness. Just recall the awful “time of crime” in recent months. Murder of children
in a Catholic church. Slaying of a young woman on a train. Assassination of a young leader
on a Utah campus. Then there is the personal sin that vexes our consciences until we make
that good Confession. Advent wants us to remember such things so that we can appreciate
the Divine relief that came with our Redeemer, Jesus Christ.

Slow down amid the cultural rushing. Take the time for private prayer. Listen to the chosen
Scripture passages for the season. Learn to be “Watchful,” as Jesus instructs. Then the mean-
ing will be truer as you and your loved ones gather around the parish creche, or the one at
home. And there are always stories, like this one:

Once upon a time, as the great day approached, a mother was telling her little ones the
beautiful story of Christmas. They even tried their voices on some of the usual carols. After
one song, four-year-old Tommy blurted out: “Mommy, wasn't it nice for the shepherds to get
all cleaned up before they went to see the baby Jesus?” “What do you mean, Tommy?” she
asked. “Well,” he explained, “we just sang the song ‘While shepherds washed their socks by
night.”

God love you and give you Advent peace.

#143 Sacred Heart



Keith J. Murphy Serving the community since 1941 ) Bernard S. Gutlfowski
Supervisor ( ; Bernard S. Gutkowski  Funeral Director
Funeral Director

Funeral Home
305 Jefferson Street » Swedesburg, PA 19405
610-275-6385

www.gutkowskifuneralhome.com

Founders
Bernard S. Gutkowski, Sr. Pauline H. Gutkowski ‘Walter Gutkowski
1915-1966 1911-2007 1941-2012

FREE INSPECTION| Edmund J. Campbell, Jr.

Family Owned and

Operated Since 1987 09 g ‘Licensed &lnsured P: (610) 992-5885
a9 ecampbell@campbellroccolaw.com

4th Street - www.CampbellRoccoLaw.com

RI( HTWAY CAEE CAMPBELL ROCCO LAW L1C
WATERPROOFING CO 2201 Renaissance Blvd., 3rd Floor, King of Prussia, PA 19406

Knights lead with faith. Knights protect our
families. Knights serve those in need.

Will you join us?

HOLY FAMILY COUNCIL #3327 :

www.kofc3327.org ;

Gregory W. Philips, Esq.
“I make house calls”
Zoning » Wills & Estates « Real Estate
Civil & Orphans’ Court Litigation « Bankruptcy

Serving Breakfast All Day!
Open 7 Days
Dine in - Take Out
26 W. 4th St., Bridgeport, PA 19405

610-489-4640

4thstreetcafebridgeport.com

BASEMENT WATERPROOFING
MOLD REMEDIATION
FOUNDATION REPAIR

215-427-1727
www.RightwayWaterproofing.com

2XWD

Bello Reilley

Salvatore F. Bello, Jr.* | Robert J. Reilley, Jr.*

Daniel T. McGrory* | Gregory P. DiPippo* | Salvatore F. Bello, 111
*Also Admitted in NJ

Personal Injury * Real Estate * Bankruptcy * Criminal Law * Domestcha

& Estate Planning * Taxation ¢ Workers Compensation ¢ License Suspension/D Y
i i Corporate Law * Administrative & Municipal Law o] . ‘I;klb\liil{l\ IP .\I.I\I(I)" . 610-323-1400
610) 992-150 prbmiaw.com L IRRT IS WWW.PPO.LAW
ANNE M. FACCHIANO PA(E DMD —<& (EsT.1888 ) a2 300 Fayctte Street

Fellow: Academy of
General Dentistry

1639 Pine St.
Norristown

610-275-3990

ase FWHATS
SAM I STOP | ASK Famll)’& Cosmetic Dentistry
M

Personal & Relaxing
ATCH | INFORM

Conshohocken, PA 19428
610-828-0330

www.msrfh.com

MOORE, SNEAR

ERUGCIERO

FUNERAL HOME & CREMATORY, INC.

Plumbing & Heating

sl

www.grwplumbingheatinglic.com

Donald E. Moore - Supervisor

Mullins

Breaklast & Junch

138 W 4th Street

catholicmatch’

Clear Aligner Therapy for Straight Teeth
Pennsylvania @

Have gou found

JFREE

F A B E R f/ boNIOAS

Bridgeport PA 19405
610-615-8977

muffinsbridgeport@gmail.com

Takeout & Catering Available

CatholicMatch.com/datePA
-|- American Red Cross
Somaoma neecf,s you’
VOLUNTEER

and make a difference.
Join €oday

redcross.org/Volunteer

WEDDINGS

=BUPGISS »oiers

at Jeffersonville  SHOWERS
CELEBRATION OF LIFE LUNCHEONS
BAR & RESTAURAN'I
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK '@
2400 W. Main Sc. Jeffersonville, PA 19403

Celebrating 85 Years of Business
Open 7 Days a Week
2 W. 4th St., Bridgeport, PA

610-275-3780

DONUTS s

49 E. FOURTH ST.
GRIDGEPORT, PA 19405

Space
610-279-1350 Available

Bacchi Funeral Home
& Crematory, Ltd.

805 DeKalb Street Bridgeport, PA 19405
Phone: 610-272-1941 Fax: 610-278-6683

www.bacchifh.com

basement waterproofing

Inn Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

French Drains - Foundation Repair - Mold Remediation
All Work Guaranteed

610-696-0100

www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com

9z

JOHN PATRICK
publishing company, inc.
For Advertising
Information Contact
WYATT GROVE
Cell: 610-212-9298
wegrove@jppc.net

Heather M. Hughes, Supervisor Julia K. Meyers
Darryl R. Bacchi Francis X. Givnish

Wit

Szpindor-Meyers
Funeral Home, P.C.
101 North Park Avenue Trooper, PA 19403
Phone: 610-539-8010 Fax: 610-635-0284

www.meyersfh.com

James T. Meyers Timothy J. Meyers
Supervisor Licensed in PA and DE
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