
Sacred Heart Parish 
120 Jefferson Street ~ Swedesburg, Pennsylvania, 19405 

 

 

(610) 275-1750 

Holy Mass: 
 

Saturday: Anticipated Mass 4:00 pm 
 

Sunday: 8:00 am &10:15 am 
 

 Monday through Friday at 8:00 am 
 

Sacrament of Penance:  
 

Sunday:  9:30 to 9:50 am 

 

Wednesdays:  
7:30 to 7:50 am & 6:30 to 7:00 pm 

 

Saturday: 3:00 to 3:45 pm 
 

Linda Moser 
Coordinator of Religious Education 

lmoser@shswedesburg.org  

Leo Brady 
Sacristan  

 

Mary Sue Kilian 
Parish Bookkeeper 

mkilian@shswedesburg.org 
 

Joanne D’Alessandro 
Parish Office Manager 

jdalessandro@shswedesburg.org 
 

Brenda Turner 
Cemetery Manager 

Parish Office Assistant 
bturner@shswedesburg.org 

 

Carl Gedeik 
Director of 

Liturgical Music 
 

Joe & Jeff Houseal 
Directors of Parish  

& Cemetery Facilities 

 

Rev. Peter J. DiMaria   
 Pastor 

frdimaria@shswedesburg.org 

 
 

Rev. Thomas A. Nasta 
Pastor Emeritus  

 
 

Rev. James A. Lyons 
Pastor Emeritus - Our Lady of Charity 

Weekend Assistant 
 
 
 
 

FOCUS Missionaries: 
 

Caitlyn Sechuk 
csechuk@shswedesburg.org 

 

Thomas Horlander 
thorlander@shswedesburg.org  
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DECEMBER 7, 2025 

 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

The Parish Photo Directory 
 

I would like to thank all of our parishioners who participated in 
our photo directory.  Several people have shared with me their   
excitement about having their pictures taken so that they can   
share their photos with their family members and friends.  
  

I would like to especially thank the photo directory committee 
for the great amount of time, effort, and dedication which they 
exhibited in organizing this event.  Please take the opportunity to 

thank Pat Moletzsky, Karen Hinchey, Nadine Dennis and Lisa Pagnotti who continue to 
generously give of their time to make this program a success. 
 

I would like to also express a word of thanks to our parishioners Jacob and Kennedy Bucko 
who took all the photos for the various parish groups, clubs, and organizations.   
 

Now that the photo sessions are complete, the committee will begin to create the book and 

submit it to the publishers within the next several weeks.  The publisher has informed us 

that the photo directory should be ready for delivery by June. 

 

Fr. DiMaria 

Jonathan James 
Nguyen 

 

Baptized on Saturday,  

 

November 29, 2025 
 
 
 

                              

Congratulations to Jonathan’s Parents: 

  

                              Nicholas & Patrice 
 

May your Child’s Baptism be just the  
start of a life filled with blessings! 

Advent 
 Eucharistic Wednesdays  

 

held each Wednesday   
during Advent from Noon 
and ending at 7:00 p.m.   
 
 

Please plan to join us. 

Oplatki 
 

(Unleavened wafers) 
are now available at the 

rectory. 
 
 

A donation will be 
gratefully accepted. 

 



 

We congratulate 
 

John Gillenkirk and 
Casey O’Donnell 

 

 

Who were united in marriage on 
 

November 22, 2025 
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ETERNAL REST,  

GRANT UNTO THEM  O LORD! 
 

 

 

 

In your kindness, 
please pray for the happy repose of the souls of 

 

Margaret J. Malinowski 
 

Who was called from this life on 
 November 18, 2025 

 
 

Carolyn M. Ruggiano 
 

Who was called from this life on 
 November 21, 2025 

 
 

Margaret E. Shemonski 
 

Who was called from this life on 
 November 22, 2025 

 
 

“May Their souls and all the souls of the  
faithful departed Rest in peace.” 

Mark your calendar for our 
Christmas Gathering 
Wednesday, December 10 
starting at 6:00PM.  Light 

refreshments will be served. Everyone is 
welcome to join in and celebrate the   
season of giving. 
 

For more information call Lisa Pagnotti 

610-639-7704.  

 

Friday,  
December 12th 

 

Doors open 6:00 PM  
Games at 7:00 PM 

 

                   Parish Hall 
 

 
Chance to win up to $500.00 

 
 
 
 
 
 

          Sponsored by:  

The next meeting for 
the Book Club will be      
December 16th at 1:30 
in the Rectory Meet-
ing Room.  The book 
we will be discussing 
is Theo of Golden  
by Allen Levi.      
Everyone is welcome 
to attend. 

Our giving tree tags are now available.  We are 

asking for $25.00 gift cards which will be given 

to Martha’s Choice Market as well as the        

Missionaries of Charity.  We ask that all gift 

cards be returned by December 14th so that they 

may be distributed in time for Christmas. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, December 6 
4:00pm  Domenic Giovanni Dugas 
                                            Requested by Barbara JanFrancisco 
                                                                                                                                                                                  
 Sunday, December 7  
8:00am   Carmine Capone 
                                        Requested by The Capone Family 
                                                                           
10:15am Jonathan Sechuk, Jr. 
                                       Requested by The Stefanik Family 
 
Monday, December 8 
8:00am Angelo Pagnotti 
                                         5th Anniversary Remembrance 
                                         Requested by Wife, Elisa 
                                                        
4:00pm Lewis & Alice Springer 
                                         Requested by Carl & Kass Perretta                                                   
                                                                                                             
7:00pm In Thanksgiving for a Favor Received 
                                          
Tuesday, December 9 
8:00am  Helen Bednar 
                                       Requested by Jean Pajski 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday, December 10 
8:00am Alfonzo Gallo 
                                       Requested by Lou Puco 
 
                                                                                                                
Thursday, December 11 

8:00am Greg Zugay 
                                       Requested by Gene & Maria Liszka & Family 
 
                                                                      
Friday, December 12 
8:00am  Ryan Pupek 
                                       Requested by Barbara Pupek & Family 
                                                                          
 
 

Saturday, December 14 

 

NB:  No 8:00am Mass on Saturdays 
 

4:00pm  Ignatius & Blanche Guziewicz 
                                            Requested by Jeanette, Jas, Jennifer & Family 
                                                                                                                                                                                  
 Sunday, December 14 
8:00am   William Schutter 
                                            Birthday Remembrance, Dec. 13 
                                         Requested by Wife, Judy 
                                                                           
10:15am Barbara & Aimee Fromm 
                                       Requested by Walt & Family 
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Weekly Report 

November 22 - 23, 2025 
 

$7,933.00 
 

November 29 - 30, 2025 
 

$8,015.00 
 

Thank you for your support of Our Parish! 

Let Us Serve The Lord With Gladness! 

The following Ministers are scheduled for our Parish Masses.  
Feast of the Immaculate Conception  
Monday, December 8: 

8:00am 
Celebrant:  Father Lyons 
Lector:  Helen Keller Surman 
 

4:00pm 
Celebrant:  Father DiMaria 
Extraordinary Minister:  Pat Moletzsky 
Lector:  Connie Capaldo 
 

7:00pm 
Celebrant:  Father DiMaria 
Extraordinary Minister:  Valencia Zaremba 
Lector:  Danielle Carbone 
 
Saturday evening, December 13: 

4:00pm 
Celebrant:  Father DiMaria 
Extraordinary Minister:  Marjorie Pruskowski 
Lector:  Walt Fromm, Jr. 

 

Sunday morning, December 14: 

8:00am 
Celebrant:  Father Lyons 
Lector:  Robert Stefanik 
 
 

10:15am 
Celebrant:  Father DiMaria 
Extraordinary Minister:  Andy Moletzsky 
Lector:  Walt Fromm, Jr. 

This week the Sanctuary Lamp 
in the Church burns in loving 
memory of     

Vincent Bergandino 

          Anniversary Remembrance 

              at the request of His Wife, Mary 
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Please Pray For All Who Protect Our 
Country, especially… 

John F. K. Benedict (Major, USAF ANG), son of 
Christine & Vince Benedict; Anthony C. Brandt 
(CW3 Warrant Officer, U.S. Army Reserves), son 
of Eileen Brandt; Zachary T. Brandt (Sergeant 
U.S. Army), grandson of Eileen Brandt;  Matthew 
J. Capaldo (Commander, U.S. Navy) son of John 
& Connie Capaldo; Michael DeStefano, Jr. 
(Sergeant U.S. Army) grandson of Jack & Sue 
DeStefano; Michael Gutkowski (Lieutenant 
Commander, U.S. Navy), grandson of Pat 
Gutkowski; Samuel Hoey (LCpl, U.S.M.C), 
grandson of Leona Cottone; Noel Irizarry 
(Sergeant, U.S. Army), son of Patricia Epright; 
Shane Jones (Sergeant U.S. Marines), grandson of 
Fran Toth; Matthew McNulty (Chief Warrant 
Officer 4 U.S.M.C.), son of Irene McNulty; Rick 
McVoy (Lieutenant Commander, U.S. Navy) son of 
Rich McVoy;  Greg Philips (Lieutenant 
Commander, U.S. Navy); Jessica Prostack (CW2 
Warrant Officer, U.S. Army), daughter of Richard 
Prostack; Jack Razin (1st Lieutenant, U.S. Air 
Force), son of Rich & Julie Razin; Luke Razin 
(Captain, U.S. Air Force), son of Rich & Julie 
Razin; Jeffrey Seamans (Captain, U.S. Army), son
-in-law of Dolores Burton; Stephanie Zugay 
(National Guard), granddaughter of Greg & Grace 
Zugay. 

Lisa Ronan 
David Reuter 
Bob Bores 
Chas Pires 
Julie Burk 
Greg Schloth 
William J. Ryan 
Justin DiFilippo 
June DiDesidero 
Cindy Burke 
Parker Grey Davis 
Catherine Martin 
Joseph Puzio 
Piper Kaplan 
Francis Rodenbaugh III 
Karen Braithwaite 
Carol Katkowski 
Elaine Fertal 
Barbara Pruskowski 
George Minnis 
Al Cowling 
Mary (Puzio)Stephenson 

Mary Boyle 
Fran Toth 
Joan Birely 
Martha Smoczylo 
Kelly Benedict 
Patricia Gaffney 
Angela Desmond 
Mike Piskai 
Eileen Brandt 
Denise Kavanagh 
Tom Kavanagh 
Michael Martin 
Ronald Halas 
Marge Leszczynski 
Fran & Rob Worral 
Marion Raup 
Irene Elliott  
Stanley Leszczynski 
Butch Rodenbaugh 
Nicholas Janicki 
John Smoczylo  
Laurie Ronan 

Catholic School Scholarship 
Opportunity   

Grades 1 - College/University 
 

Holy Family Council #3327 the 
Knights of Columbus, is offering 
scholarships valued up to $3,000 for 

the 2026/2027 academic year to qualified students.  
These students must be members of the Bridgeport 
area Catholic parishes and plan to attend or re-enroll 
in Catholic schools (grades 1-12) or to a Catholic 
college/university.  Please visit the parish office 
during business hours to get details and application 
materials.  Applications must be dropped off at 
your parish rectory by January 6, 2026. 

"Suddenly Seniors" Christmas Party  
 

Thursday, December 18 
  

12:00 Noon 
 

Tickets will be available after the weekend   
Masses December 6 & 7  ~ December 13 & 14 
Members are $16 and Non-Members $20. 

 

Music by Sal & Charlotte DiNenna              
 
Join us for a fun time! 

 

December 17 
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Sacrament of Confession Schedule: 
 

Wednesday, December 17th 
6:30pm to 7:30pm 

 

Thursday, December 18th  
6:30pm to 7:30pm 

 

Saturday, December 20th 
2:30pm to 3:30pm 

 

Monday, December 22nd 
6:30pm to 7:30pm 

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE   
 

4:00 pm  &  8:30pm 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
 

10:15am 
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DECEMBER 7, 2025   

2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 

Reflection by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson 

Those of us of “a certain age” became educated by a process called 
“Rote Learning.”  You’ll recognize it as I define it here:  “a memorization 
method that relies on repetition and drilling to commit information to 
memory without necessarily understanding the underlying concepts.”  It 
is a technique for retaining specific facts, like the times table, historical 

dates, and vocabulary, and that allows for quick recall, but it does not foster critical thinking, 
or deep comprehension of the subject matter.  In addition, with the passage of time, we 
have learned that rote learning does not prepare youngsters for higher education and does 
not usually build knowledge. Yet, for all that last critique, I can quickly recall 9×6=54 when I 
need it, without turning to my smart phone. 

All of this brings us to consider how the ancient Hebrews in Our Lord’s audience had no 
choice but rote learning.  This was underscored by the twin facts that there was no printed 
matter to refer to, and for the common folk at least, no way to read if there had been.   

No wonder, then, that Our Lord, as the Master Teacher, would tell stories to bolster their 
knowledge of truth, with what we would call today “meaningful learning.”  For example: How 
to be a good neighbor?  Consider the classic parable of “The Good Samaritan.” 

Even we moderns can learn from John the Baptist’s living example and his preaching, what 
the short season of Advent is all about.  He doesn’t tell stories, like his cousin does.  But 
watching him and listening to him is enough.  He tells us  to “Repent, because the Kingdom 
of heaven is near.”  That kingdom was afterward personified  by the Infant in the manager. 

In practical terms, observing Advent could mean some deliberate fasting before the coming 
feasting. Or scheduling some quiet time away from the hustle and bustle of these weeks to 
pray.  Certainly, the making of a good confession in Advent is a good idea, because it clears 
away the debris from the “stable” of our souls to welcome Jesus. 

Of course, there are other ways to learn besides the two I have mentioned.  Not necessarily 
all pleasant.  We have this story of a  man who wanted to train his mule.  The first thing he 
did was to pick up a big stick and hit the mule with a resounding wallop between the 
ears.  As the mule staggered about, someone said to him “What’s the matter with you?  Why 
did you do that awful thing?  The man said. “Listen, to teach a mule, you must first get his  
attention.” 

Poor mule! Yet anybody who has taught knows you need the attention first. Let the Advent 
season get our attention for authentic prep for Christmas. 

God love you and have a good Advent week. 
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Keith J. Murphy
Supervisor
Funeral Director

Bernard S. Gutkowski
Funeral Director

305 Jeff erson Street • Swedesburg, PA 19405
610-275-6385

www.gutkowskifuneralhome.com
Founders

   Bernard S. Gutkowski, Sr.                                             Pauline H. Gutkowski                                                           Walter Gutkowski
                 1915-1966                                                                                  1911-2007                                                                                        1941-2012

Serving the community since 1941

Bernard S. GutkowskiBernard S. Gutkowski
Funeral HomeFuneral Home

BASEMENT WATERPROOFING
MOLD REMEDIATION
FOUNDATION REPAIR

215-427-1727
www.RightwayWaterproofi ng.com

FREE INSPECTION
Licensed & Insured

Family Owned and 
Operated Since 1987

Church

Member

Discounts

300 Fayette Street
Conshohocken, PA 19428

610-828-0330
www.msrfh.com

Donald  E. Moore - Supervisor

In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

French Drains • Foundation Repair • Mold Remediation

610-696-0100
www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com

All Work Guaranteed

Bacchi Funeral Home
 & Crematory, Ltd.

805 DeKalb Street  Bridgeport, PA 19405
Phone: 610-272-1941  Fax: 610-278-6683

www.bacchi  .com

Szpindor-Meyers
Funeral Home, P.C.

101 North Park Avenue  Trooper, PA 19403
Phone: 610-539-8010  Fax: 610-635-0284

www.meyers  .com
Timothy J. Meyers

Licensed in PA and DE
James T. Meyers

Supervisor

Julia K. Meyers
Francis X. Givnish

Heather M. Hughes, Supervisor
Darryl R. Bacchi

ANNE M. FACCHIANO PACE, DMD

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
Personal & Relaxing

Implant Crowns • Soft Tissue Laser
Clear Aligner Therapy for Straight Teeth

Fellow: Academy of
General Dentistry

1639 Pine St.
Norristown

610-275-3990
Diocese Member

2201 Renaissance Blvd., 3rd Floor, King of Prussia, PA 19406

Edmund J. Campbell, Jr.
P: (610) 992-5885

ecampbell@campbellroccolaw.com
www.CampbellRoccoLaw.com

Personal Injury • Real Estate • Bankruptcy • Criminal Law • Domestic Law/Divorce
Estate Planning • Taxation • Workers Compensation • License Suspension/DUI 

Corporate Law • Administrative & Municipal Law

immminnalalla LLLawLa DDDDomD tttestesttiiici LLLLLLLawaww/ iii/ ii/Di/D/DDii/Dii/ vvvorv cccecceee

Salvatore F. Bello, Jr.* | Robert J. Reilley, Jr.*  
Daniel T. McGrory* | Gregory P. DiPippo* | Salvatore F. Bello, III

*Also Admitted in NJ

144 East DeKalb Pike, Suite 300 King of Prussia, PA 19406 | (610) 992-1300 | Fax: (610) 992-1505 | www.prbmlaw.com

For Advertising
Information Contact

WYATT GROVE
Cell: 610-212-9298
wegrove@jppc.net

DEMETRIS
Uptown Market

Celebrating 85 Years of Business
Open 7 Days a Week

2 W. 4th St., Bridgeport, PA
610-275-3780

Serving Breakfast All Day!
Open 7 Days

Dine in - Take Out
26 W. 4th St., Bridgeport, PA 19405

610-489-4640
4thstreetcafebridgeport.com

www.grwplumbingheatingllc.com

Knights lead with faith. Knights protect our 
families. Knights serve those in need.

Will you join us?
HOLY FAMILY COUNCIL #3327

www.kofc3327.org

49 E. FOURTH ST.
GRIDGEPORT, PA 19405

610-279-1350
WWW.SUZYJODONUTS.COM

138 W 4th Street
Bridgeport PA 19405 
610-615-8977

muffi  nsbridgeport@gmail.com 
Takeout & Catering Available

Space
Available

Have you found
TMTM

FABERFABER
M

F R E E
DOWNLOAD!

   STOP | ASK
MATCH | INFORM

in remembrance of

BEFORE YOU 
GET IN A 

RIDE SHARE

SAMI

ASK

Gregory W. Philips, Esq.
“I make house calls”

Zoning • Wills & Estates • Real Estate
Civil & Orphans’ Court Litigation • Bankruptcy

610-323-1400
WWW.PPO.LAW
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