
Sacred Heart Parish 
120 Jefferson Street ~ Swedesburg, Pennsylvania, 19405 

 

 

(610) 275-1750 

Holy Mass: 
 

Saturday: Anticipated Mass 4:00 pm 
 

Sunday: 8:00 am &10:15 am 
 

 Monday through Friday at 8:00 am 
 

Sacrament of Penance:  
 

Sunday:  9:30 to 9:50 am 

 

Wednesdays:  
7:30 to 7:50 am & 6:30 to 7:00 pm 

 

Saturday: 3:00 to 3:45 pm 
 

Linda Moser 
Coordinator of Religious Education 

lmoser@shswedesburg.org  

Leo Brady 
Sacristan  

 

Mary Sue Kilian 
Parish Bookkeeper 

mkilian@shswedesburg.org 
 

Joanne D’Alessandro 
Parish Office Manager 

jdalessandro@shswedesburg.org 
 

Brenda Turner 
Cemetery Manager 

Parish Office Assistant 
bturner@shswedesburg.org 

 

Carl Gedeik 
Director of 

Liturgical Music 
 

Joe & Jeff Houseal 
Directors of Parish  

& Cemetery Facilities 

 

Rev. Peter J. DiMaria   
 Pastor 

frdimaria@shswedesburg.org 

 
 

Rev. Thomas A. Nasta 
Pastor Emeritus  

 
 

Rev. James A. Lyons 
Pastor Emeritus - Our Lady of Charity 

Weekend Assistant 
 
 
 
 

FOCUS Missionaries: 
 

Caitlyn Sechuk 
csechuk@shswedesburg.org 

 

Thomas Horlander 
thorlander@shswedesburg.org  
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DECEMBER 14, 2025 

 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Dear Friends: 

 

"Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice. The Lord is near." (Philippians 4:4-5) 

 

This is the joyous proclamation that greets us this weekend as we celebrate the Third Sunday of 

Advent, traditionally known as Gaudete Sunday. The name, derived from the Latin word for 

"rejoice," is reflected in the rose-colored candle on our Advent wreath and the vestments worn by 

the priest, offering a joyful pause in the penitential purple of the Advent season. 

 

This "Sunday of Joy" reminds us that amidst our serious preparation and anticipation, there is al-

ready cause for great joy: our Savior is near. This joy is not the fleeting "happiness" that depends 

on external circumstances or material possessions, but an internal, spiritual joy that comes from 

our relationship with Christ and our trust in God's unending love. It is a joy that perseveres even in 

the midst of trials and challenges because we know that nothing can separate us from His love. 

 

How can we cultivate this true joy in our lives this week? 

 

• Embrace Selflessness:  True joy is found in putting God and others before ourselves, just as          

                     John the Baptist found joy in preparing the way for Christ, even if it meant he had to decrease 

                      so Christ could increase. 

• Pray Without Ceasing: St. Paul encourages us to have "no anxiety at all, but in everything, by          

                    prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, make your requests known to God". Simple, short                              

                     prayers throughout the day help remind us of God's constant presence. 

•     Share the Joy: The joy we feel is a gift to be shared with our families, friends, coworkers, and 
community. Our lives, lived with honesty, justice, and generosity, should be a testament to the 
joy that Christ brings. 

 

As we light the rose candle, let us open our hearts to recognize the Light of Christ who is already 

present among us and will soon be celebrated at Christmas. May this Gaudete Sunday be a time 

of spiritual renewal, filling our souls with the deep peace and joy that only He can provide. 

 

In the joy of the Sacred Heart, 

Father DiMaria 
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Advent 
 Eucharistic Wednesdays  

 

held each Wednesday during 
Advent from Noon and   
ending at 7:00 p.m.   
 
 

Please plan to join us. 

Oplatki 
 

(Unleavened wafers) are 
now available at the 

rectory. 
 

A donation will be 
gratefully accepted. 

Christmas and Confession 
 

Christ became incarnate in order to show 
man the way to the Father.  Conversion of 
life, seeking first the Kingdom, intense 
prayer, engaging in works of service are 
all fundamental components to authentic 
Christian living.  If you have not yet done 
so, make a good confession of your sins 
in the Sacrament of Penance and let Our 
Lord love you in the mercy with which He 
floods our souls when we receive  
sacramental absolution. 

Sacrament of Confession Schedule: 
 

Wednesday, December 17th 
6:30pm to 7:30pm 

 

Thursday, December 18th  
6:30pm to 7:30pm 

 

Saturday, December 20th 
2:30pm to 3:30pm 

 

Monday, December 22nd 
6:30pm to 7:30pm 

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE 
 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE   
 

4:00 pm  &  8:30pm 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
 

10:15am 

"Suddenly Seniors" Christmas Party  
 

Thursday, December 18 
  

12:00 Noon 
 

Tickets will be available this weekend after 
all Masses  ~  December 13 & 14 
Members are $16 and Non-Members $20. 
 

Music by Sal & Charlotte DiNenna              
 

Join us for a fun time! 

Please  mark your calendar for Tuesday, 
December 23 at 6:30 p.m. when we will 
gather to decorate our beautiful Church for 
the great feast of the Nativity.  Many hands 
make light work! 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, December 13 
4:00pm  Ignatius & Blanche Guziewicz 
                                            Requested by Jeanette, Jas, Jennifer & Family 
                                                                                                                                                                                  
 Sunday, December 14 
8:00am   William Schutter 
                                            Birthday Remembrance, Dec. 13 
                                         Requested by Wife, Judy 
                                                                           
10:15am Barbara & Aimee Fromm 
                                       Requested by Walt & Family 
 
Monday, December 15 
8:00am Rick Ross 
                                         Requested by Lou Puco 
                                                                                                 
Tuesday, December 16 
8:00am  Health Blessings for Jonathan Pearson 
                                       Requested by Wife, Basia 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday, December 17 
8:00am John & Elizabeth Evan 
                                         Anniversary Remembrance 
                                       Requested by Eleanor & Junior 
 
                                                                                                                
Thursday, December 18 

8:00am Walter Zadroga 
                                       Requested by Son, Thomas 
 
                                                                      
Friday, December 19 
8:00am  Jack Grabowski 
                                       Requested by Wife, Eleanor 
                                                                          
 
 

Saturday, December 20 

 

NB:  No 8:00am Mass on Saturdays 
 

4:00pm  Mary & Stanley Wlazelek, Jr. 
                                            Requested by Wanda & Family 
                                                                                                                                                                                  
 Sunday, December 21 
8:00am   Bill Simmons 
                                        Requested by The Shannon Family 
                                                                           
10:15am JoAnn Prinzivalli 
                                               Birthday Remembrance 
                                       Requested by Linda (Stiles) & Peter Korpel 
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Weekly Report 

 

December 6  - 7, 2025 
 

$8,834.00 
 

Thank you for your support of Our Parish! 

Let Us Serve The Lord With Gladness! 

The following Ministers are scheduled for our Parish Masses.  
 
Saturday evening, December 20: 

4:00pm 
Celebrant:  Father DiMaria 
Extraordinary Minister:  Pat Moletzsky 
Lector:  Connie Capaldo 

 

Sunday morning, December 21: 

8:00am 
Celebrant:  Father DiMaria 
Extraordinary Minister:  Valencia Zaremba 
Lector:  Tony Viggiano 
 
 

10:15am 
Celebrant:  Father Lyons 
Lector:  Chris Kilian 
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Please Pray For All Who Protect Our 
Country, especially… 

John F. K. Benedict (Major, USAF ANG), son of 
Christine & Vince Benedict; Anthony C. Brandt 
(CW3 Warrant Officer, U.S. Army Reserves), son 
of Eileen Brandt; Zachary T. Brandt (Sergeant 
U.S. Army), grandson of Eileen Brandt;  Matthew 
J. Capaldo (Commander, U.S. Navy) son of John 
& Connie Capaldo; Michael DeStefano, Jr. 
(Sergeant U.S. Army) grandson of Jack & Sue 
DeStefano; Michael Gutkowski (Lieutenant 
Commander, U.S. Navy), grandson of Pat 
Gutkowski; Samuel Hoey (LCpl, U.S.M.C), 
grandson of Leona Cottone; Noel Irizarry 
(Sergeant, U.S. Army), son of Patricia Epright; 
Shane Jones (Sergeant U.S. Marines), grandson of 
Fran Toth; Matthew McNulty (Chief Warrant 
Officer 4 U.S.M.C.), son of Irene McNulty; Rick 
McVoy (Lieutenant Commander, U.S. Navy) son of 
Rich McVoy;  Greg Philips (Lieutenant 
Commander, U.S. Navy); Jessica Prostack (CW2 
Warrant Officer, U.S. Army), daughter of Richard 
Prostack; Jack Razin (1st Lieutenant, U.S. Air 
Force), son of Rich & Julie Razin; Luke Razin 
(Captain, U.S. Air Force), son of Rich & Julie 
Razin; Jeffrey Seamans (Captain, U.S. Army), son
-in-law of Dolores Burton; Stephanie Zugay 
(National Guard), granddaughter of Greg & Grace 
Zugay. 

Lisa Ronan 
David Reuter 
Bob Bores 
Chas Pires 
Julie Burk 
Greg Schloth 
William J. Ryan 
Justin DiFilippo 
June DiDesidero 
Cindy Burke 
Parker Grey Davis 
Catherine Martin 
Joseph Puzio 
Piper Kaplan 
Francis Rodenbaugh III 
Karen Braithwaite 
Carol Katkowski 
Elaine Fertal 
Barbara Pruskowski 
George Minnis 
Al Cowling 
Mary (Puzio)Stephenson 

Mary Boyle 
Fran Toth 
Joan Birely 
Martha Smoczylo 
Kelly Benedict 
Patricia Gaffney 
Angela Desmond 
Mike Piskai 
Eileen Brandt 
Denise Kavanagh 
Tom Kavanagh 
Michael Martin 
Ronald Halas 
Marge Leszczynski 
Fran & Rob Worral 
Marion Raup 
Irene Elliott  
Stanley Leszczynski 
Butch Rodenbaugh 
Nicholas Janicki 
John Smoczylo  
Laurie Ronan 

The next meeting for the 
Book Club will be held this 
Tuesday, December 16th at 
1:30 in the Rectory Meeting 
Room.  The book we will be 
discussing is Theo of Golden  
by Allen Levi.       
 
 

Everyone is welcome to attend! 

In Loving Memory 
 

We are grateful for donations     
received in Memory of 

 
 

Jonathan Edwards 

 
 

                                                      On behalf of: 
                                                                                                                    

                                                        Barbara Roskos 
 
 

            Larry & Regina Przybyszewski 

Are Mormons Christian? 

 
Nearly all Mormons self-identify as 

Christian, but are they? What do 

members of the Church of Jesus Christ 

of Latter-day Saints believe? When 

and how did this church originate? 

Find out more on 
Wednesday, December 17th  

6:45 - 8:45 p.m. 
in the coffee hour room  

St. John the Baptist Catholic Church 
502 Ford St., Bridgeport, PA 

Parking available in the Ford Street lot,  

The Society of Patricians is sponsored by the 
Legion of Mary.  More info:  

r.edel.lukens@gmail.com or 610-256-7125 
 

mailto:r.edel.lukens@gmail.com
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We collected 188 boxes 
of breakfast cereal for 
our December collection 
which has been given to 
Martha's Choice Market 
in Norristown. Martha's 
Choice  Market is the largest food 
pantry in Montgomery County and is 
operated by Catholic Charities. 
Thanks to all our parishioners who 
help support this charitable endeavor. 

 
 

We extend a warm welcome to 

 

Kristin Szczepaniak 
 
 

who recently registered in our 
Parish! 

WE ARE FORMING A CHOIR 
 

Saint Augustine reminds us that "he who 
sings prays twice." Beginning Thursday,    
January 15th, you are invited to join the     
Sacred Heart adult choir for weekly     
rehearsals in preparation to lead liturgical 
music for our 10:15am Sunday Masses.  
Rehearsals will take place each Thursday 
evening from 6:30 to 8:00pm, and the 
choir will begin singing at Sunday Masses 
during Passiontide in late March. Hymnody 
and polyphony will be sung, and high-
school-aged parishioners and older are 
welcome to join. Please contact Brett  
Cuddy at bdcuddy@gmail.com to express 
interest or with any questions. Thank you 
for your prayerful consideration of this 
ministry!  

Poor Box Offering for November 
 

We collected $410.00 in our poor box     
during November.   The money has been 
sent to the Sisters of Life.  Sisters of Life 
are a Catholic religious community of  
women consecrated for the protection of  
human life.  They serve women who are 
pregnant, offer retreats and 
many other services right here 
in Philadelphia.  Thank you 
very much for your generosity! 

mailto:bdcuddy@gmail.com
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DECEMBER 14, 2025   

3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Reflection by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson 

There is a certain plague that has spread across “the 
fruited plain.” It shows up all over the place in different 
types and forms. Call it  “Impatience.” On our streets 
and highways, it fosters “road rage.” It pits one driver 
against another for a variety of annoyances that some-
times become deadly when impatience turns to anger. 

A computer breakdown that halts the progress of a sale 
can lead to impatience as you stand in line and the  
cashier, who can do little about it, apologizes for the   
inconvenience. 

It takes an intentional step backward in such situations 
to confront the truth that we often seem to be in a hurry for some unknown reason. Or 
maybe for a known reason that is disproportionate. 

Apply all that rushing around to the spiritual realm and we can see some harmful results. 
We can miss the chance to meet God on His own terms and in His own good time. 

Today’s Second Reading from the Letter of St. James urges us to have a different outlook: 
the Advent season theme of waiting. “Be patient,” the writer advises, “until the coming of the 
Lord.” 

You can detect the impatience of the Baptist’s disciples in our Gospel Reading, when,         
noticing it, John tells them to ask Jesus, “Are you he one who is to come, or should we look 
for another?” 

Notice Our Lord’s calm answer. Tell John what you hear and see me doing, and don’t take 
offense at me.” In other words, “Slow down!” Or, as we might say, “Cool it!” 

This virtue of Patience takes many forms. At a reunion of retired executives, each of the 
guests was invited to give a two-minute after-dinner talk on his experiences since                
retirement. Since some of the former executives were inclined to be rather long-winded,  
the toastmaster was instructed to rap his gavel when the two minutes had expired. The first 
speaker was called and, true to his old form, was still on his feet talking well beyond the 
time limit. 

The toastmaster, a kindly old man, couldn’t bring himself to rap his gavel. On and on the 
speaker droned boringly, until the other guests began to murmur and signal the old man to 
rap the gavel. Responding to the pressure, he wound up and brought the gavel down full 
force, accidentally hitting the head of the man sitting next to him. As the victim was sinking 
under the table he was heard to say, “Hit me again, I can still hear him!” 

God love you and pray for Advent patience. 
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Keith J. Murphy
Supervisor
Funeral Director

Bernard S. Gutkowski
Funeral Director

305 Jeff erson Street • Swedesburg, PA 19405
610-275-6385

www.gutkowskifuneralhome.com
Founders

   Bernard S. Gutkowski, Sr.                                             Pauline H. Gutkowski                                                           Walter Gutkowski
                 1915-1966                                                                                  1911-2007                                                                                        1941-2012

Serving the community since 1941

Bernard S. GutkowskiBernard S. Gutkowski
Funeral HomeFuneral Home

BASEMENT WATERPROOFING
MOLD REMEDIATION
FOUNDATION REPAIR

215-427-1727
www.RightwayWaterproofi ng.com

FREE INSPECTION
Licensed & Insured

Family Owned and 
Operated Since 1987

Church

Member

Discounts

300 Fayette Street
Conshohocken, PA 19428

610-828-0330
www.msrfh.com

Donald  E. Moore - Supervisor

In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

French Drains • Foundation Repair • Mold Remediation

610-696-0100
www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com

All Work Guaranteed

Bacchi Funeral Home
 & Crematory, Ltd.

805 DeKalb Street  Bridgeport, PA 19405
Phone: 610-272-1941  Fax: 610-278-6683

www.bacchi  .com

Szpindor-Meyers
Funeral Home, P.C.

101 North Park Avenue  Trooper, PA 19403
Phone: 610-539-8010  Fax: 610-635-0284

www.meyers  .com
Timothy J. Meyers

Licensed in PA and DE
James T. Meyers

Supervisor

Julia K. Meyers
Francis X. Givnish

Heather M. Hughes, Supervisor
Darryl R. Bacchi

ANNE M. FACCHIANO PACE, DMD

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
Personal & Relaxing

Implant Crowns • Soft Tissue Laser
Clear Aligner Therapy for Straight Teeth

Fellow: Academy of
General Dentistry

1639 Pine St.
Norristown

610-275-3990
Diocese Member

2201 Renaissance Blvd., 3rd Floor, King of Prussia, PA 19406

Edmund J. Campbell, Jr.
P: (610) 992-5885

ecampbell@campbellroccolaw.com
www.CampbellRoccoLaw.com

Personal Injury • Real Estate • Bankruptcy • Criminal Law • Domestic Law/Divorce
Estate Planning • Taxation • Workers Compensation • License Suspension/DUI 

Corporate Law • Administrative & Municipal Law
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Salvatore F. Bello, Jr.* | Robert J. Reilley, Jr.*  
Daniel T. McGrory* | Gregory P. DiPippo* | Salvatore F. Bello, III

*Also Admitted in NJ

144 East DeKalb Pike, Suite 300 King of Prussia, PA 19406 | (610) 992-1300 | Fax: (610) 992-1505 | www.prbmlaw.com

For Advertising
Information Contact

WYATT GROVE
Cell: 610-212-9298
wegrove@jppc.net

DEMETRIS
Uptown Market

Celebrating 85 Years of Business
Open 7 Days a Week

2 W. 4th St., Bridgeport, PA
610-275-3780

Serving Breakfast All Day!
Open 7 Days

Dine in - Take Out
26 W. 4th St., Bridgeport, PA 19405

610-489-4640
4thstreetcafebridgeport.com

www.grwplumbingheatingllc.com

Knights lead with faith. Knights protect our 
families. Knights serve those in need.

Will you join us?
HOLY FAMILY COUNCIL #3327

www.kofc3327.org

49 E. FOURTH ST.
BRIDGEPORT, PA 19405

610-279-1350
WWW.SUZYJODONUTS.COM

138 W 4th Street
Bridgeport PA 19405 
610-615-8977

muffi  nsbridgeport@gmail.com 
Takeout & Catering Available

Space
Available

Have you found
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DOWNLOAD!

   STOP | ASK
MATCH | INFORM

in remembrance of

BEFORE YOU 
GET IN A 

RIDE SHARE

SAMI

ASK

Gregory W. Philips, Esq.
“I make house calls”

Zoning • Wills & Estates • Real Estate
Civil & Orphans’ Court Litigation • Bankruptcy

610-323-1400
WWW.PPO.LAW
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