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DECEMBER 28, 2025
THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH

Dear Friends in Christ:

As we gather to celebrate the Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, | greet you
with joy and hope during this sacred Christmas season. This feast, typically observed on the
Sunday after Christmas, invites us to look to the home of Nazareth as a radiant model of love,
faith, and unity for our own lives.

The Holy Family was not exempt from the trials and uncertainties of life; they faced poverty, the
anxiety of losing their child in the Temple, and even exile. Yet, in their simplicity and humility, they
placed God at the center of their lives, creating a home where love was nurtured, faith was
passed on, and God's will was embraced with obedience and trust.

Today, the family continues to be the "domestic church" and the heart of society. The challenges
our families face are many, from the pressures of modern life to the struggles of division and
loss. Whatever struggles you may face, know that there is a place for everyone in the Church,
united by Christ's unbreakable love.

As we stand at the threshold of a new calendar year, let us take inspiration from Jesus, Mary, and

Joseph.

e Make your homes sanctuaries of light and peace by prioritizing time with God in prayer and
Scripture, both individually and as a family.

e Embrace virtues like "compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience" in your inter

actions with one another.

» Practice forgiveness, recognizing that we all make mistakes and need God's grace to grow in
holiness and love.

Let us also take this opportunity to thank God for the blessings of the past year. We remember
those who are no longer with us and pray that our Heavenly Father receives them into His eternal
presence.

On behalf of the entire parish staff and myself, | wish you and your loved ones a blessed,
peaceful, and healthy New Year. May Our Lord walk with you each moment of this coming year,
and may the peace of Christ reign in our hearts and in our world.

| assure you of my continued prayers, and | ask that you keep me in yours as we continue to work
together for the sake of the Gospel.

Yours in the love of the Hearts of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph,

Father DiMaria

It is in the Holy Family, the original
"Church in miniature " that every
Christian family must be reflected.

—~8I. John Paul 11
www.thepoweroftherosary.com
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CEREAL SUNDAY |

DONATIONS FOR $
MARTHA'S CHOICE MARKETPLACE :
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BRING YOUR CEREAL
__DONATIONSONTHE _
{§T WEEKEND

OF EACH MONTH
LEAVE THEM IN THE
BACK OF CHURCH
GENERIC CEREAL IS GREAT! 3

ALDI OR LIDEL ARE FANTASTIC SHOPPING OPTIONS AS WELL! ¢

Thank you for your generosity!
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Companions in Prayer and
Ministry will meet on Sunday,
January 4™ after the 10:15 Mass in
the Rectory Meeting Room.

Please consider joining our
Companions Group on the first Sunday of the
month after the 10:15 Mass. All are welcome!

Sister Francis Helen

Friday, January 9™
Doors open 6:00 PM
Games at 7:00 PM
Parish Hall

Sponsored by The Knights
of Columbus

q CARING FOR FRIENDS

Carin s e .
fFriends- It’s time to get cooking!

Sharing food
and friendship

Mark your calendars for Wednesday,
January 14™ at 6:00pm and come out
and join our Caring for Friends Ministry.
Do God’s work and at the same time
make new friends from our parish.

All you need to do is make a pot of your
favorite homemade soup, a hearty batch
of chili, some mac and cheese or your
favorite “comfort food” that can be
scooped into a 160z container. It needs
to be able to be frozen so extra sauce or
broth should be brought to keep it juicy!

Hope to see you Wednesday!
Your CFF Team,
Pat, Nadine, Karen and Lisa
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- MASS INTENTIONS —

Saturday, December 27

4:00pm Arnold Bores
Birthday Remembrance
Requested by Son, Bob & Family

Sunday, December 28

8:00am Gabriella Bruno
Birthday Remembrance
Requested by Mom, Dad & Family

10:15am Helen A. Bednar
1°* Anniversary Remembrance, Dec. 27
Requested by Son, John

Monday, December 29
8:00am Ryan Pupek
Requested by Cathy Middleton

Tuesday, December 30
8:00am Felix Perretta
Requested by Carl & Kass Perretta

Wednesday, December 31
8:00am Zofia Bialoboki
Requested by Barbara Roskos

4:00pm Ronald R. Greco
Wedding Anniversary Remembrance
Requested by Wife, Beverly

Thursday, January 1

10:15am Edward Domenick, Sr.
Birthday Remembrance, Dec. 27
Requested by Wife, Alice & Family

Friday, January 2
8:00am Emma L. Perez

Saturday, January 3
NB: No 8:00am Mass on Saturdays

4:00pm Antoinette Hildebrand
Anniversary Remembrance
Requested by John

Sunday, January 4
8:00am Margaret Gaffney
Requested by MaryCatherine Murphy

10:15am Ernesta Ciriello
Requested by Jared & Danielle Carbone

LITURGICAL MINISTRIES

v
| S
EXTRAORDINARY Mlng TERS
SACRISTAN CANTO USHER

LECTOR
SERVER

Let Us Serve The Lord With Gladness!

The following Ministers are scheduled for our Parish Masses.

New Year’s Eve Mass, December 31:
4:00pm

Celebrant: Father Lyons

Lector: Helen Keller Surman

New Year’s Day Mass, January 1:
10:15am

Celebrant: Father DiMaria
Lector: Robert Stefanik

Saturday evening, January 3:
4:00pm

Celebrant: Father DiMaria
Extraordinary Minister: Joan Koeck
Lector: Walter Fromm, Jr.

Sunday morning, January 4:
8:00am

Celebrant: Father Lyons
Lector: John Simmons

10:15am

Celebrant: Father DiMaria
Extraordinary Minister: Andy Moletzsky
Lector: Daniel Fahy, Jr.

Remember: The
sinner who is sorry & -
for his sins, is closer

to God than the just
man who boasts of
his good works.

Saint Padre Pio
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We are grateful for donations
received in Memory of

Jonathan Edwards

l’ r\
S On behalf of:
Lynn Rakowski

Yar. !

*

Friends at Scient Public Relations, Inc.

Vs 8 Monday Night Rosary
@‘ t will be recited in church
"When the © each Monday at 7 p.m.

Holy Rosary

Pro Life Holy Hour at
12:00 noon each
Wednesday in church.

is said well, it gives
Jesus and Mary more glory
and is more meritorious
than any other prayer."

All are welcome!

St. Louis de Montfort

WE ARE FORMING A CHOIR

Saint Augustine r'eminds us that "he who
sings prays, Tw:ce Beginning Thursday,
January 15™, you are invited to join the
Sacred Heart adult choir for weekly
rehearsals in preparation to lead liturgical
music for our 10:15am Sunday Masses.
Rehearsals will take place each Thursday
evening from 6:30 to 8:00pm, and the
choir will begin singing at Sunday Masses
during Passiontide in I%Te March. Hymnody
and polyphony will be sung, and high-school
-aged parishioners and older are welcome
to join. Please contact Brett Cuddy at
bdcuddy@gmail.com to express interest
or with any questions. Thank you for your
prayerful consideration of this ministry!

§ /i Cathohc School Scholarship Opportunity

KorCg

/7 Grades 1 - College/University

epor S Holy Family Council #3327 the Knights of
Columbus, is offering scholarships valued up to
$3,000 for the 2026/2027 academic year to qualified
students. Please visit the parish office during
business hours to get details and application
materials. Applications must be dropped off at
your parish rectory by January 6, 2026.

y For Our
ary Personnel

Please Pray For All Who Protect Our

Country, especially...
John F. K. Benedict (Major, USAF ANG), son of
Christine & Vince Benedict; Anthony C. Brandt
(CW3 Warrant Olfficer, U.S. Army Reserves), son
of Eileen Brandt; Zachary T. Brandt (Sergeant
U.S. Army), grandson of Eileen Brandt; Matthew
J. Capaldo (Commander, U.S. Navy) son of John
& Connie Capaldo; Michael DeStefano, Jr.
(Sergeant U.S. Army) grandson of Jack & Sue

DeStefano, Michael Gutkowski (Lieutenant
Commander, U.S. Navy), grandson of Pat
Gutkowski; Samuel Hoey (LCpl, USM.C),

grandson of Leona Cottone; Noel Irizarry
(Sergeant, U.S. Army), son of Patricia Epright;
Shane Jones (Sergeant U.S. Marines), grandson of
Fran Toth; Matthew McNulty (Chief Warrant
Officer 4 U.S.M.C.), son of Irene McNulty; Rick
McVoy (Lieutenant Commander, U.S. Navy) son of
Rich McVoy; Greg Philips (Lieutenant
Commander, U.S. Navy),; Jessica Prostack (CW2
Warrant Officer, U.S. Army), daughter of Richard
Prostack; Jack Razin (I Lieutenant, U.S. Air
Force), son of Rich & Julie Razin; Luke Razin
(Captain, U.S. Air Force), son of Rich & Julie
Razin; Jeffrey Seamans (Captain, U.S. Army), son
-in-law of Dolores Burton; Stephanie Zugay
(National Guard), granddaughter of Greg & Grace
Zugay.

Lisa Ronan Mary Boyle
David Reuter Fran Toth

Bob Bores Joan Birely

Chas Pires Martha Smoczylo
Julie Burk Kelly Benedict
Greg Schloth Patricia Gaffney
William J. Ryan Angela Desmond
Justin DiFilippo Mike Piskai

June DiDesidero Eileen Brandt
Cindy Burke Denise Kavanagh

Parker Grey Davis Tom Kavanagh

George Minnis
Al Cowling
Mary (Puzio)Stephenson

Catherine Martin Michael Martin
Joseph Puzio Ronald Halas

Piper Kaplan Marge Leszczynski
Francis Rodenbaugh III  Fran & Rob Worral
Karen Braithwaite Marion Raup

Carol Katkowski Irene Elliott

Elaine Fertal Stanley Leszczynski
Barbara Pruskowski Butch Rodenbaugh

Nicholas Janicki
John Smoczylo
Laurie Ronan
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e S”'_Ofnn O Y The Parish Office will be closed
Wednesday, December 31 and reopen on
Monday, January 5.

January Ist

The Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God:
(New Year’s), December 31"

4:00pm :
New Years’ Dav’ Januarv 1, 2026 REJOICE IN THE LORD ALWAYS. AND ACAIN | SAY, l:“ll(l ).Hl ¥
10:15am

. The main problem in developing a
prll,’ha';(y, Hm.ti;eb deep prayer life is by far the failure
essing Rits will be to live the radicality of the Gospel,

available in the back hour by hour and day by day.
of church next ~Fr. Thomas Dubay
weekend.
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FEBRUARY 28, 2026

ST. PETER CATHOLIC CHURCH
WEST BRANDYWINE, PA

%0\ M4 o
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PRESENTED BY

N
COUPLE $64
CHILDCARE $5/CHILD
(:;1 Register by January 12 to grab
7 - an Early Bird discount

o

R EG R QUALITY TIME | DYNAMIC SPEAKERS | CHILDCARE
H E R MASS + ADORATION + CONFESSION
«%

:‘&;

TOGETHERINHOLINESS.ORG /PHILADELPHIA
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DECEMBER 28, 2025

THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY
AND JOSEPH

e " Reflection by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson

"W | suppose it's something that comes naturally when

8 today’s Feast of the Holy Family rolls around. Many

people start making a “Compare and Contrast List”

of their own clan with that of the Holy Trio and con-
clude with an obvious difference or two...that, in

fact, is precisely our Church does not want us to do.

It brings to mind a clever joke the late wise and
witty Fr. Benedict Groeschel once told a group of
priests on retreat, as he was praising the humility
of St. Joseph. He said, “Imagine the strain on good
& St. Joseph coming to the breakfast table with the
~ B Divine Redeemer and the Mediatrix of all Graces!!”

It is true that at this time of the year, beginning with Thanksgiving and continuing with
Christmas, we see more of our families and perhaps interact with them more than during
another time of the year. So, we see them “close up and personal.” We might just see flaws
not noted before. But this feast points to the profound reality of God’s choice to love all of
us just as we are and not as we should be.

What that decision implies for me is no less than God'’s astounding humility. He could have
said, “I'll only love you if you're perfect.” Furthermore, the Gospel tells us that for the first
three decades of His time on earth, our Lord subjected Himself to two imperfect creatures
as parents in a dusty backwater named Nazareth. That last was no badge of honor when He
came to preach to His chosen people. Yet the name of that very town was acknowledged on
the sign Pilate had made to hang above our Savior’s sacred Head on the cross.

It became quite natural for the Church Jesus founded to be a family of families, but that
immediately meant there would be problems and disagreements from time to time. So, it
is for each of our parishes. So, it is for the universal Church. A union of hearts and souls,
saints and sinners, under the successor of Peter whom we call “Papa,” the “Holy Father,
the pope.

This feast urges us to renew our love of family, with forgiveness of past hurts, and to cele-
brate present joys, and to support each other on the path to heaven. And to find humor.
On that score, it seems that hubby came home from work, tired and bedraggled. As he
entered the door, he moaned: “Honey, I've had a tough day. If you have any bad news,
please keep it until later this evening.” “O.K.” she chirped. “No bad news. But | have some
good news. At last count, we had three kids, remember? Well, two of them did not break
their arm today.”

God love you and enjoy your family.

#143 Sacred Heart



Keith J. Murphy Serving the community since 1941 Bernard S. Gutkowski

Supervisor ( ; Bernard S. Gutkowski  Funeral Director

Funeral Director Funeral Home
305 Jefferson Street « Swedesburg, PA 19405
610-275-6385
www.gutkowskifuneralhome.com

Founders
Bernard S. Gutkowski, Sr. Pauline H. Gutkowski ‘Walter Gutkowski
1915-1966 1911-2007 1941-2012
Family Owned and FREE INSPECTION| Edmund J. Campbell, Jr.
Operated Since 1987 09 g ‘Licensed &lnsured P: (610) 992-5885

99

ecampbell@campbellroccolaw.com
4th Street www.CampbellRoccoLaw.com

RI GHTWAY CAFE C.-\_\l]’l-:[_[_ Rocco Law Lic —

2201 Renaissance Blvd., 3rd Floor, King of Prussia, PA 19406

WATERPROOFING CO. s : o _
BASEMENT WATERPROOFING Serving Breakfast All Day! | Knights lead with faith. Knights protect our
MOLD REMEDIATION Open 7 Days families. Knights serve those in need.
FOUNDATION REPAIR Dine in - Take Out Will you join us?

26 W. 4th St., Bridgeport, PA 19405

215-427-1727 610-489-4640

] HOLY FAMILY COUNCIL #3327 .
www.RightwayWaterproofing.com 4thstreetcafebridgeport.com k

www.kofc3327.org &
Q_) Salvatore F. Bello, Jr.* | Robert J. Reilley, Jr* : Gregory W. Philips, Esq.
4 Daniel T. McGrory* | Gregory P. DiPippo* | Salvatore F. Bello, 11l “I make house calls”
l—’ *Also Admitted in NJ - Zoning » Wills & Estates « Real Estate
i Personal Injury * Real Estate * Bankruptcy ¢ Criminal Law * Domestic Law/ Civil & Orphans’ Court Litigation « Bankrupt
HEH Reiey Estate Planning * Taxation ¢ Workers Compensation ¢ License Suspension/D e s Py
& g 5 5 o » i
McGrory & DiPlppo Corporate Law * Administrative & Municipal Law ?‘. PICARDI PHILIPS 610'323'1400

B8 & OTTAVIANO WWW.PPO.LAW

44 Ea DeKalb Pike e 300 gofP a, PA 19406 610) 9 00
» ANNE M. FACCHIANO PACE, DMD — (Fs1.1888) 42— 300 Fayette Street
' Fellow: Academy of Conshohocken, PA 19428
AS K # W H ATS General Dentistry MOORE, SNEAR.  €on* 6()10(226;0330
A 1e3opinest. | O RUCCIERO wwmstfh.com
N A M E Norristown
- in remembrance of mﬁdmm |

FUNERAL HOME & CREMATORY, INC. Donald E. Moore - Supervimr
-

610-275-3990
.~ Diocese Member ﬁﬁw
Family & Cosmetic Dentistry .
SA M I STOP | ASK Personal & Relaxing
Implant Crowns - Soft Tissue Laser
MATCH | INFORM Clear Aligner Therapy for Straight Teeth 5’reakf&sf & &"Ml’
- ® ; 138 W 4th Street
catholicmatch Have you found
. : ; 610-615-8977
Pennsylvania @ FA B E R

muffinsbridgeport@gmail.com
CatholicMatch.com/datePA

Takeout & Catering Available
. T | SUBY-J0 )
+ American Red Cross |Shbais LT | Borraieds| Space

CELEBRATION OF LIFE LUNCHEONS

s o 49 E. FOURTH sT. °
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610-279-1350
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. Bacchi Funeral Home
and make a difference. & Crematory, Ltd.

Celebrating 85 Years of Business
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