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120 Jefferson Street ~ Swedesburg, Pennsylvania, 19405 

 

(610) 275-1750 

Holy Mass: 
 

Saturday: Anticipated Mass 4:00 pm 
 

Sunday: 8:00 am &10:15 am 
 

 Monday through Friday at 8:00 am 
 

Sacrament of Penance:  
 

Sunday:  9:30 to 9:50 am 

 

Wednesdays:  
7:30 to 7:50 am & 6:30 to 7:00 pm 

 

Saturday: 3:00 to 3:45 pm 
 

Linda Moser 
Coordinator of Religious Education 

lmoser@shswedesburg.org  

Leo Brady 
Sacristan  

 

Mary Sue Kilian 
Parish Bookkeeper 

mkilian@shswedesburg.org 
 

Joanne D’Alessandro 
Parish Office Manager 

jdalessandro@shswedesburg.org 
 

Brenda Turner 
Cemetery Manager 

Parish Office Assistant 
bturner@shswedesburg.org 

 

Carl Gedeik 
Director of 

Liturgical Music 
 

Joe & Jeff Houseal 
Directors of Parish  

& Cemetery Facilities 

 

Rev. Peter J. DiMaria   
 Pastor 

frdimaria@shswedesburg.org 

 
 

Rev. Thomas A. Nasta 
Pastor Emeritus  

 
 

Rev. James A. Lyons 
Pastor Emeritus - Our Lady of Charity 

Weekend Assistant 
 
 
 
 

FOCUS Missionaries: 
 

Caitlyn Sechuk 
csechuk@shswedesburg.org 

 

Thomas Horlander 
thorlander@shswedesburg.org  
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JANUARY 4, 2026 

 

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 

 

Dear Friends: 
 
On this joyful Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord, we celebrate the manifestation of 
Christ as the Messiah, the Son of God, and the Savior of the world. It is the feast where we 
lift our eyes from the stable in Bethlehem to "all the ends of the earth," recognizing that 
Christ's light has come for all humanity, not just a chosen few. The Magi, these wise men 
from the East, represent the  nations of the world who seek God and are guided by the 
light of a star to the source of all truth. 
 
This year, as our world is increasingly fascinated by new forms of "intelligence" and 
"revelation" through technology like Artificial Intelligence (AI), the Feast of the Epiphany 
takes on a special resonance. The Greek word "Epiphany" means "manifestation" or 
"revelation," and the Magi's journey reminds us of the true source of all wisdom and light. 
 
We are called to be wise, like the Magi, in a digital age that presents both immense         
opportunities and risks. 
• Discerning the Light: The Magi were guided by a single star, a light that led them 

through the darkness to Christ. We, too, must discern the true light in our lives amidst 
the constant glow of screens and information streams. Are we allowing the fleeting 
light of digital trends to guide us, or the abiding light of Christ? We are called to shape 
the future with courage and faith, not simply adapt to every new technology without 
discernment. 

• Offering Our Best Gifts: The Magi offered gold, frankincense, and myrrh, recognizing 
Christ as     King, God, and Sacrifice. They gave their best. We are reminded to offer our 
own "gold,  frankincense, and myrrh"—our talents, our time, and our resources—as an 
act of worship and gratitude, giving our best to God who has given us everything. 

• A Universal Mission: The fact that the Magi were Gentiles signifies that God's salva-
tion is for everyone. In a world often marked by divisions and "othering," the Epiphany 
challenges us to cross boundaries and act in solidarity with people across the world, 
ensuring that the Gospel is shared. As we begin this new year, I invite you to reflect on 
your own "epiphanies"—those moments where God has manifested Himself in your life. 
How will you respond to this outpouring of love? 

 
 
May the Lord be your strength and your hope as you follow    
the guiding light of faith in the year ahead. Let us pray for one 
another each day! 
 
God love you! 
 

Father DiMaria 
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Monday Night Rosary will be recited in 
church each Monday at 7 p.m.   
 
Pro Life Holy Hour at 12:00 
noon each Wednesday in 
church.    
 

All are welcome! 

Friday, January 9th  

 

Doors open 6PM  
 

Games at 7PM 
 

        Parish Hall 
 

 

Sponsored by: 
Knights of Columbus 
Holy Family Council 
#3327  

 

CARING FOR FRIENDS 
 

It’s time to get cooking!  
 

 
Mark your calendars for 

Wednesday, January 14th, at 6:00pm 
and come out and join our Caring for 
Friends Ministry. We meet in the parish 
hall,  Do God’s work and at the same 
time make new friends from our parish. 
 

All you need to do is make a pot of your       
favorite homemade soup, a hearty batch 
of chili, some mac and cheese or your 
favorite “comfort food” that can be 
scooped into a 16oz container. It needs 
to be able to be frozen so extra sauce or 
broth should be brought to keep it juicy! 
 

Hope to see you Wednesday! 
 

Your CFF Team, 
 

Pat, Nadine, Karen and Lisa 

 
Epiphany House Blessing Kits 

are  available in the back of 
church. 

Thanks are extended to Joyce Cantando 
who organized our Giving Tree program this 
year.  We collected a total of $4,530.00 in gift 
cards which were given to Martha’s Choice 
Market and the Missionaries of Charity for 
distribution to the needy. 

May God bless all who helped make 
Christmas a bit brighter for the less 
fortunate.  

Christmas 
Thanks! 

 
Everyone enjoys 
being remembered 
at Christmas; even 
priests!  I wish to 

extend my thanks to all of the parishioners who 
sent Christmas cards and greetings as well as 
gifts and goodies.  I am grateful for your 
encouragement and appreciation.  May this New 
Year be richly blessed for all of us, our families, 
and our friends.         

                                                                                           ~Father DiMaria 



 
 
 
 
 

 
Saturday, January 3 
    4:00pm Antoinette Hildebrand 
                                            Anniversary Remembrance 
                                            Requested by John 
                                                                                                                                                                                  
 Sunday, January 4 
8:00am   Margaret Gaffney 
                                         Requested by MaryCatherine Murphy 
                                                                           
10:15am Ernesta Ciriello 
                                           Requested by Jared & Danielle Carbone 
                                                                       
Monday, January 5 
8:00am Michael Estock, Jr. 
                                        Requested by Mike & Lori Zadroga 
                                                                                                 
Tuesday, January 6 
8:00am  Richard Stiles, Sr. 
                                        Requested by Elisa Pagnotti 
                                        
 
 
 

Wednesday, January 7 
8:00am Edward McGovern 
                                        Requested by Karen & Paul Krajnik 
 
                                                                                                                
Thursday, January 8 

8:00am Joseph ‘Joey’ Battisto, Jr.                                                                       
                                       Requested by Lou Puco 
 

           
                                                                                                  
Friday, January 9 
8:00am  James McMonigle 
                                          Requested by Bud & Joanne D’Alessandro 
                                                                                           
 
 

Saturday, January 10 

 

NB:  No 8:00am Mass on Saturdays 
 

4:00pm  Jonathan Wisor 
                                            Requested by Karen Hinchey 
                                                                                                                                                                                  
 Sunday, January 11 
8:00am   Angelo & Anna Perretta 
                                         Requested by Carl & Kass Perretta 

                                                                           
10:15am Cashel Rhodes Cannon 
                                           Requested by The Bucha Family 
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Let Us Serve The Lord With Gladness! 

The following Ministers are scheduled for our Parish Masses. 
 
Saturday evening, January 10: 

4:00pm 
Celebrant:  Father DiMaria 
Extraordinary Minister:  Pat Moletzsky 
Lector:  Connie Capaldo 
 

Sunday morning, January 11: 

8:00am 
Celebrant:  Father DiMaria 
Extraordinary Minister:  Marjorie Pruskowski 
Lector:  Tony Viggiano 
 
 

10:15am 
Celebrant:  Father Lyons 
Lector:  Chris Kilian 
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Please Pray For All Who Protect Our 
Country, especially… 

John F. K. Benedict (Major, USAF ANG), son of 
Christine & Vince Benedict; Anthony C. Brandt 
(CW3 Warrant Officer, U.S. Army Reserves), son 
of Eileen Brandt; Zachary T. Brandt (Sergeant 
U.S. Army), grandson of Eileen Brandt;  Matthew 
J. Capaldo (Commander, U.S. Navy) son of John 
& Connie Capaldo; Michael DeStefano, Jr. 
(Sergeant U.S. Army) grandson of Jack & Sue 
DeStefano; Michael Gutkowski (Lieutenant 
Commander, U.S. Navy), grandson of Pat 
Gutkowski; Samuel Hoey (LCpl, U.S.M.C), 
grandson of Leona Cottone; Noel Irizarry 
(Sergeant, U.S. Army), son of Patricia Epright; 
Shane Jones (Sergeant U.S. Marines), grandson of 
Fran Toth; Matthew McNulty (Chief Warrant 
Officer 4 U.S.M.C.), son of Irene McNulty; Rick 
McVoy (Lieutenant Commander, U.S. Navy) son of 
Rich McVoy;  Greg Philips (Lieutenant 
Commander, U.S. Navy); Jessica Prostack (CW2 
Warrant Officer, U.S. Army), daughter of Richard 
Prostack; Jack Razin (1st Lieutenant, U.S. Air 
Force), son of Rich & Julie Razin; Luke Razin 
(Captain, U.S. Air Force), son of Rich & Julie 
Razin; Jeffrey Seamans (Captain, U.S. Army), son
-in-law of Dolores Burton; Stephanie Zugay 
(National Guard), granddaughter of Greg & Grace 
Zugay. 

Lisa Ronan 
David Reuter 
Bob Bores 
Chas Pires 
Julie Burk 
Greg Schloth 
William J. Ryan 
June DiDesidero 
Cindy Burke 
Parker Grey Davis 
Catherine Martin 
Joseph Puzio 
Piper Kaplan 
Francis Rodenbaugh III 
Karen Braithwaite 
Carol Katkowski 
Elaine Fertal 
Barbara Pruskowski 
George Minnis 
Al Cowling 

Mary (Puzio)Stephenson 
Mary Boyle 
Fran Toth 
Joan Birely 
Martha & John Smoczylo 
Kelly Benedict 
Patricia Gaffney 
Angela Desmond 
Eileen Brandt 
Denise & Tom Kavanagh 
Michael Martin 
Ronald Halas 
Marge  & Stan Leszczynski 

Fran & Rob Worral 
Marion Raup 
Irene Elliott  
Butch Rodenbaugh 
Nicholas Janicki 
Laurie Ronan 
 

 

ETERNAL REST,  

GRANT UNTO THEM  O LORD! 
 

 

 

 

In your kindness, 
please pray for the happy repose of the soul of 

 

Lorraine Keszczyk 
 

Who was called from this life on 
 December 23, 2025 

 

“May Her soul and all the souls of the  
faithful departed Rest in peace.” 

RETROUVAILLE:  REDISCOVER THE 
LOVE IN YOUR MARRIAGE   
Tens of thousands of couples have healed their     
marriages through Retrouvaille (pronounced Retro-
vy).  If you know anyone who could benefit from this 
program, please pass this on.  Couples learn to build 
communication skills and to increase intimacy.  It 
provides help for marriage problems, difficulties or 
crises.  The next program begins the weekend of   
February 6-8, 2026 at the Family Life Center in   
Malvern, PA.  For more information, or to register, 
call 215-766-3944 or visit: 
www.MarriageHelpDelVal.org.  All inquiries are 
strictly confidential. 
 

 

Catholic School Scholarship 
Opportunity   

Grades 1 - College/University 
 
 

Holy Family Council #3327 the 
Knights of Columbus, is offering 

scholarships valued up to $3,000 for the 
2026/2027 academic year to qualified students.   
Please visit the parish office during business 
hours to get details and application materials.  
Applications must be dropped off at your 
parish rectory by January 6, 2026. 

http://www.marriagehelpdelval.org/
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WE ARE FORMING A CHOIR 
 

Saint Augustine reminds us that "he who sings prays twice." Beginning 
Thursday, January 15th, you are invited to join the Sacred Heart adult 
choir for weekly rehearsals in preparation to lead liturgical music for 
our 10:15am Sunday Masses.  Rehearsals will take place each Thursday 
evening from 6:30 to 8:00pm, and the choir will begin singing at Sunday 
Masses during Passiontide in late March. Hymnody and polyphony will be 
sung, and high-school-aged parishioners and older are welcome to join. 
Please contact Brett Cuddy at bdcuddy@gmail.com to express interest 
or with any questions. Thank you for your prayerful consideration of 
this ministry!  

mailto:bdcuddy@gmail.com
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JANUARY 4, 2026 

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 

Reflection by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson 

The designers of our Church’s liturgical, or worship calendar we 
can presume to work from the best of motives and only after 
prayer and consultation. And so it is that this Feast of the 
Epiphany, long celebrated on January 6th, was moved back in 
1970 to this Sunday. That is a good thing, I suppose, because 
the event is most worthy of a celebration on a day when the 
most faithful Catholics can do it. Sunday, after all, is the Lord’s 
Day. 

But sometimes such changes affect the humblest of God’s creatures in a hurtful way.     
I count my own Mom among them. You see, she was a humble person all her life, but 
she was at the same time proud that her birthday was January 6, and that for a good 
portion of her life she just happened to live in Epiphany Parish in South Philadelphia.      
I have no memory of her ever having complained, but I am sure the change was at least 
a pin prick of her ego. 

The Epiphany in its older setting also marked the last of the “Twelve Days of Christmas,” 
memorialized in a Christmas carol that demands explanation of its medieval references. 

But the chief importance of this feast is that it celebrates the coming of Christ to the 
wide world of the Gentiles, apart from the narrower confines of the Jewish world. The 
Jews were then, and remain to this day, God’s chosen people. Our Lord came among us 
as a Jewish man. Our Lady, His Mother and ours was a Jew by birth. So was her beloved 
spouse, the obedient, brave, and humble St. Joseph. Add in the Twelve Apostles. This 
fact underlines the awful scandal of antisemitism among some Christians. 

The Bible clearly tells us that God became man in Jesus to save the entire world.          
Nobody is left out of His love. Nobody is exempt from giving Him praise, honor and    
reciprocal love. Least of all, we sinners. That in itself is always worth celebrating, no 
matter what the date. 

I believe that the words of  Edna St. Vincent Millay (d.1950) convey the breadth of the 
Epiphany event. 

“The world stands out on either side 
no wider than the heart is wide; 

above the world is stretched the sky 
no higher than the soul is high. 

The heart can push the sea and land 
so far away on either hand; 

The soul can split the sky in two 
and let the face of God shine through.”     
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Bernard S. Gutkowski
Funeral Director

305 Jeff erson Street • Swedesburg, PA 19405
610-275-6385

www.gutkowskifuneralhome.com
Founders

   Bernard S. Gutkowski, Sr.                                             Pauline H. Gutkowski                                                           Walter Gutkowski
                 1915-1966                                                                                  1911-2007                                                                                        1941-2012

Serving the community since 1941

Bernard S. GutkowskiBernard S. Gutkowski
Funeral HomeFuneral Home

BASEMENT WATERPROOFING
MOLD REMEDIATION
FOUNDATION REPAIR

215-427-1727
www.RightwayWaterproofi ng.com

FREE INSPECTION
Licensed & Insured

Family Owned and 
Operated Since 1987

Church

Member

Discounts

300 Fayette Street
Conshohocken, PA 19428

610-828-0330
www.msrfh.com

Donald  E. Moore - Supervisor

In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

French Drains • Foundation Repair • Mold Remediation

610-696-0100
www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com

All Work Guaranteed

Bacchi Funeral Home
 & Crematory, Ltd.

805 DeKalb Street  Bridgeport, PA 19405
Phone: 610-272-1941  Fax: 610-278-6683

www.bacchi  .com

Szpindor-Meyers
Funeral Home, P.C.

101 North Park Avenue  Trooper, PA 19403
Phone: 610-539-8010  Fax: 610-635-0284

www.meyers  .com
Timothy J. Meyers

Licensed in PA and DE
James T. Meyers

Supervisor

Julia K. Meyers
Francis X. Givnish

Heather M. Hughes, Supervisor
Darryl R. Bacchi

ANNE M. FACCHIANO PACE, DMD

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
Personal & Relaxing

Implant Crowns • Soft Tissue Laser
Clear Aligner Therapy for Straight Teeth

Fellow: Academy of
General Dentistry

1639 Pine St.
Norristown

610-275-3990
Diocese Member

2201 Renaissance Blvd., 3rd Floor, King of Prussia, PA 19406

Edmund J. Campbell, Jr.
P: (610) 992-5885

ecampbell@campbellroccolaw.com
www.CampbellRoccoLaw.com

Personal Injury • Real Estate • Bankruptcy • Criminal Law • Domestic Law/Divorce
Estate Planning • Taxation • Workers Compensation • License Suspension/DUI 

Corporate Law • Administrative & Municipal Law
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Salvatore F. Bello, Jr.* | Robert J. Reilley, Jr.*  
Daniel T. McGrory* | Gregory P. DiPippo* | Salvatore F. Bello, III

*Also Admitted in NJ

144 East DeKalb Pike, Suite 300 King of Prussia, PA 19406 | (610) 992-1300 | Fax: (610) 992-1505 | www.prbmlaw.com

For Advertising
Information Contact

WYATT GROVE
Cell: 610-212-9298
wegrove@jppc.net

DEMETRIS
Uptown Market

Celebrating 85 Years of Business
Open 7 Days a Week

2 W. 4th St., Bridgeport, PA
610-275-3780

Serving Breakfast All Day!
Open 7 Days

Dine in - Take Out
26 W. 4th St., Bridgeport, PA 19405

610-489-4640
4thstreetcafebridgeport.com

www.grwplumbingheatingllc.com

Knights lead with faith. Knights protect our 
families. Knights serve those in need.

Will you join us?
HOLY FAMILY COUNCIL #3327

www.kofc3327.org

49 E. FOURTH ST.
BRIDGEPORT, PA 19405

610-279-1350
WWW.SUZYJODONUTS.COM

138 W 4th Street
Bridgeport PA 19405 
610-615-8977

muffi  nsbridgeport@gmail.com 
Takeout & Catering Available
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Available
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Gregory W. Philips, Esq.
“I make house calls”
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610-323-1400
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