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JULY 5, 2026
 

THE FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
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A very special thank you to
Linda Moser, Coordinator of

Religious Education and to her
staff:  Michelle Efthimiadou,

Barbara JanFrancisco,
Joan Koeck, Tracy Nunan,
Brenda Turner and teacher
assistants:  Billy Moser,
Michelle Suess, & Georgia

Watts for a wonderful week-
long summer session of religious
education for our children.  
Thank you all for your hard

work and dedication to sharing
the faith which is deeply

appreciated.  God bless you all!
Father DiMaria



 

 

Reflection by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson

I suppose it’s a natural choice on this occasion of our 250th anniversary as a nation to focus on the
famous people linked with our founding particularly in terms of their special qualities. These make not
only for good observation but also for worthy imitation. So, we have, for example, George
Washington’s courage. Or Thomas Jefferson’s eloquence. John Adam’s persistence and Ben Franklin’s
inventiveness. You may have a different list of qualities for the same roster. But all of it would be seen
as a tribute to their foresight and vision for what became the United States of America.

Yet on any Sunday morning, of high festivity or more regular celebration, we must pay decisive
attention to God’s holy Word in the Bible as the first half of every Mass. We call it “the Liturgy of the
Word” and so it is. From it we learn various lessons on how best to imitate Christ Jesus Our Lord by
focusing on qualities of His seen in their perfection. This ensemble of Readings today puts the accent
on His less heralded virtue called “gentleness.”
That word needs clarification, if for no other reason than the times we live in might argue that it is a
waste of time and effort. Here is a good definition of it that I discovered: “Gentleness in the Bible is
described as a vital characteristic that embodies humility, kindness, and patience, reflecting inner
strength rather than weakness. It is often associated with Our Lord’s teachings, and it is encouraged
as a fundamental aspect of Christian conduct in relationships with others.”

In the gospel for today we have a beautiful aspect of Our Lord’s teaching on gentleness: His
invitation for all those who are feeling burdened, tired, or overwhelmed, to come to Him for rest and
comfort. In today’s fast paced world, where stress and burnout are common, we need to hear Him.
He wants us to adopt that gentleness in dealing not only with others, but also with ourselves. That’s
the formula for true peace. Even if we are never as famous as George, Thomas, John and Benjamin.

In the first grade, Miss Grant said that my purple tepee wasn’t realistic enough, that purple was no
color at all for a tent, that purple was the color of people when they died, and that my drawing
wasn’t good enough to hang with the others. I walked back to my seat, head bowed. With a black
crayon, I brought nightfall to my purple tent in the middle of the afternoon.

In the second grade, Mrs. Henson said, “Draw anything.” She didn’t care what. I left my paper blank
and when she came around to my desk, my heart beat like a tom-tom. She touched my head with
her small hand and in a soft voice said, “The snowfall. How clean and white and beautiful!”

God love you and give you a gentle heart.
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The Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time    

July 5, 2026



 

Saturday, July 4

4:00pm  Daniel Paciello
                   Requested by Roberta Nelson

Sunday, July 5

8:00am  Sr. Mary Elizabeth Guidry, SSCJ      
                  Requested by MaryCatherine Murphy
10:15am  Scott Wittmer
                     Requested by The Wittmer Family 

Monday, July 6

8:00am  Mary Ann Collison
                   Requested by Barbara Roskos

Tuesday, July 7

8:00am  Vincenzo Dello Buono
          Requested by Maria Dello Buono & Family

Wednesday, July 8

8:00am  Richard L. Stiles, Sr.
                   Requested by Larry & Mary Sue Kilian

Thursday, July 9

8:00am  Denise Fignar
                Requested by Joe & Suzanne Antonello

Friday, July 10

8:00am  Pat Gutkowski
             Requested by Michael Zadroga & Family

Saturday, July 11

4:00pm  Mike & Rita Moore
                  Anniversary Remembrance
                 Requested by Bores & Stalker Families 

Sunday, July 12

8:00am  Betty Shannon
                Requested by Mark & Mary Leszczynski

10:15am  Elizabeth Evan
                    Birthday Remembrance
                   Requested by Eleanor & Junior
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Let Us Serve The Lord With Gladness! 

The
 
Saturday evening, July 11:
4:00pm 
Celebrant: 

followingMinistersare scheduled for our ParishMasses.

Extraordinary Minister: 
Lector: 

Sunday morning, July 12:
8:00am 
Celebrant: 
Extraordinary Minister: 
Lector: 

10:15am
Celebrant: 

Lector: 

Father DiMaria
Marjorie Pruskowski

Tony Viggiano

Father Lyons

Sal DiNenna

Father DiMaria
Barbara JanFrancisco

Connie Capaldo

4

Extraordinary Minister: Valencia Zaremba



John Bednar
Paula Davis 
Monica Reuter 
Maria Welch 
Salvatore Salamone
Francisca Diniz 
Lisa Ronan 
David Reuter 
Bob Bores 
Chas Pires 
Julie Burk 
Greg Schloth 
William J. Ryan 
June DiDesidero 
Cindy Burke 
Parker Grey Davis
Catherine Martin Joseph
Puzio 
Piper Kaplan 
Francis Rodenbaugh III
Karen Braithwaite 
Elaine Fertal 
Barbara Pruskowski 

George Minnis 
Al Cowling 
Mary (Puzio) Stephenson
Mary Boyle 
Fran Toth 
Joan Birely 
John Smoczylo 
Kelly Benedict 
Patricia Gaffney 
Angela Desmond 
Eileen Brandt
Denise&Tom Kavanagh
Michael Martin 
Ronald Halas
Marge&Stan Leszczynski
Fran & Rob Worral
Marion Raup 
Irene Elliott 
Butch Rodenbaugh
Nicholas Janicki 
Laurie Ronan 

 
Please Pray For All Who Protect Our 

Country, especially… 

 

John F. K. Benedict(Major,USAFANG), son of Christine
& Vince Benedict; Anthony C. Brandt (CW3 Warrant
Officer, U.S. Army Reserves), son of Eileen Brandt;
Zachary T. Brandt (Sergeant U.S. Army), grandson of
Eileen Brandt; Matthew J. Capoldo (Commander, U.S.
Navy) son of John & Connie Capaldo; Michael
DeStefano, Jr.  (Sergeant U.S. Army) grandson of Jack
& Sue DeStefano; Michael Gutkowski(Lieutenant
Commander, U.S. Navy), grandson of Pat Gutkowski;   
Samuel Hoey (Cpl,U.S.M.C), grandson of Leona
Cottone; Noel Irizarty (Sergeant, U.S. Army), son of
Patricia Epright;  Shane Jones (Sergeant U.S. Marines)  
grandson of Fran Toth; Matthew McNulty (Chief
Warrant Officer 4 U.S.M.C.), son of Irene McNulty Rick
McVoy (Lieutenant Commander, U.S. Navy) son of
Rich McVoy; Greg Philips (Lieutenant Commander, U.S.
Navy); Jessica Prostack (CW2 Warrant Officer, U.S.
Army), daughter of Richard Prostack Jack Razin (1
Lieutenant, U.S. Air Force), Luke Razin (Captain, U.S. Air
Force), son of Rich & Julie Razin; Jeffrey Seamans
(Captain, U.S. Army), son-in-law of Dolores Burton;
Stephanie Zugay (National Guard), granddaughter of
Greg & Grace Zugay.

st
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Monday Night Rosary will be recited in
church each Monday at  7 p.m.

Pro Life Holy Hour at 12:00 noon each
Wednesday in church.

     All are welcome!

RETROUVAILLE: REDISCOVER THE LOVE IN YOUR
MARRIAGE 

Tens of thousands of couples have healed their
marriages through Retrouvaille (pronounced Retro-vy).
If you know anyone who could benefit from this
program, please pass this on. Couples learn to build
communication skills and to increase intimacy. It
provides help for marriage problems, difficulties or
crises. The next program will be held the weekend of
July 31 - August 2, 2026 at the Family Life Center in
Malvern, PA. An additional program will be the weekend
of October 2 - 4. For more information, or to register,
call 215-766-3944 or visit
www.MarriageHelpDelVal.org. All inquiries are strictly
confidential.

Archdiocese of Philadelphia, PA – 
Care Manager

Do you have a healthcare background? Do you
love your Catholic faith and have a desire to help
priests set and meet healthy living goals? Our
archdiocese is seeking applications for a unique,
mission-driven position dedicated to providing
essential healthcare navigation and support for
our clergy members. This role does not require
hands-on clinical care. Please submit your
resume to: REC@metacareusa.com
For more information, scan the QR Code:



#143 Sacred Heart 
6



7

#143 Sacred Heart 



143 Sacred Heart, Swedesburg, PA                                                                              John Patrick Publishing Company - 1-800-333-3166 • www.jppc.net

Keith J. Murphy
Supervisor
Funeral Director

Bernard S. Gutkowski
Funeral Director

305 Jeff erson Street • Swedesburg, PA 19405
610-275-6385

www.gutkowskifuneralhome.com
Founders

   Bernard S. Gutkowski, Sr.                                             Pauline H. Gutkowski                                                           Walter Gutkowski
                 1915-1966                                                                                  1911-2007                                                                                        1941-2012

Serving the community since 1941

Bernard S. GutkowskiBernard S. Gutkowski
Funeral HomeFuneral Home

BASEMENT WATERPROOFING
MOLD REMEDIATION
FOUNDATION REPAIR

215-427-1727
www.RightwayWaterproofi ng.com

FREE INSPECTION
Licensed & Insured

Family Owned and 
Operated Since 1987

Church

Member

Discounts

300 Fayette Street
Conshohocken, PA 19428

610-828-0330
www.msrfh.com

Donald  E. Moore - Supervisor
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Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
Personal & Relaxing
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General Dentistry
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Knights lead with faith. Knights protect our 
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	Sacred Heart Parish  120 JeffersonStreet~Swedesburg,Pennsylvania, 19405
	(610)275-1750
	Brett Cuddy Choir Director
	Holy Mass:  Saturday: Anticipated Mass4:00pm Sunday: 8:00am &10:15am
	Monday through Friday at 8:00am

	Sacrament of Penance:
	Sunday:
	9:30to9:50am
	Wednesdays:  7:30 to 7:50am & 6:30 to 7:00pm
	Saturday:
	3:00 to 3:45pm
	June 7, 2026
	The most holy body and blood of christ
	Join us for dinner & dancing!


	CARING FOR FRIENDS
	A Lasting Expression of Faith and Love "As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another as good stewards of God’s varied grace." — 1 Peter 4:10
	More than a mere legal document, a well-prepared will is a profound statement of faith, hope, and love. Through this final act of material kindness, you can care for your family, support cherished charities, and help those in need. Sacred Heart Parish considers it a privilege to be remembered in your estate plans. Thank you for your enduring remembrance and sacrifices.
	For inclusion in your will, our official legal name is: Sacred Heart Parish, Bridgeport, PA
	We congratulate: David Straka, Jr. and Megan Wisniewski Who were united in marriage on May 30, 2026
	The Lord hears us more readily than we suspect; it is our listening to God that needs to be improved.
	~Archbishop Fulton Sheen



	His Sacred Heart  Our Deep Devotion
	June is the month of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. What does that mean and how can we practice this centuries-old Catholic devotion? Find out more on Wednesday, June 17th 6:45 - 8:45 pm in the coffee hour room (enter hall from Ford Street lot)St. John the Baptist Catholic Church 502 Ford St., Bridgeport.  Parking available in the Ford Street lot, adjacent to the rectory & hall. (No Commitment – Meetings are Monthly – Come When You Can!)The Society of Patricians is sponsored by the Legion of Mary.  More info:  r.edel.lukens@gmail.com or 610-256-7125. The society of the Patricians is an informal group of adult Catholics who meet monthly under the direction of       Fr. Sam Keyes to learn more about the Catholic Faith so that they can better share it with others.  Please come, and bring a friend!  Refreshments will be served and free literature will be available.

	4:00pm Michael J. Estock, Jr.
	Saturday, June 6
	Requested by Bud &Joanne D’Alessandro
	Sunday, June 7 8:00am Helen Bednar
	Requested by Larry & Mary Sue Kilian
	10:15am Virgilio & Roma D’Amore
	Requested by Daughter-in-law
	Monday, June 8  8:00am Daniel Bottarelli
	Wednesday, June 10  8:00am Joseph ‘Joey’ Battisto, Jr.
	Birthday Remembrance
	Requested by Bill & Bridget Maruszczak
	Thursday, June 11  8:00am 60th Wedding Anniversary Blessings
	for Vincent & Christine Benedict
	Friday, June 12  8:00am Virginia Dudas & Evelyn Horning
	Requested by Son and Nephew, Pat
	Saturday, June 13 4:00pm
	Richard L. Stiles, Sr.
	Requested by Janina Muc
	Sunday, June 14  8:00am Joseph & Mary Gasko
	Requested by Joe & Kathy Gasko
	10:15am Michael Estock, Jr.
	Requested by Sister Mary Sue, Larry, & Family
	Let Us Serve The Lord With Gladness!
	followingMinistersare scheduled for our ParishMasses.
	The

	Saturday evening, June 13: 4:00pm  Celebrant:
	Father DiMaria
	Extraordinary Minister:
	Barbara JanFrancisco
	Connie Capaldo
	Lector:
	Sunday morning, June 14: 8:00am  Celebrant:
	Father DiMaria
	Extraordinary Minister:
	Joan Koeck
	Lector:
	Tony Viggiano
	10:15am Celebrant:
	Father Lyons
	Extraordinary Minister:
	Andy Moletzsky
	Lector:
	Sal DiNenna
	Requested by Ana &Vincent DiNenna
	Thank you for the support of Our Parish!
	Celebrating the 250th Anniversary of the Founding of the United States of America

	Schedule of Events
	Thursday, July 2
	Reception of the Most Blessed Sacrament to the
	Signup

	Archdiocese of Philadelphia

	Saturday, July 4 (continued)
	Friday, July 3 (Legal Holiday)
	Sunday, July 5
	Conclusion of theNational Eucharistic
	Pilgrimage (Regular Sunday Mass schedule)

	Saturday, July 4
	Signup
	For more information, visit:

	archphila.org/underGod
	Eucharist

	Reflection by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson
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	Sunday, June 14, 2026  THE SOLEMNITY OF THE MOST SACRED HEART OF JESUS
	Dear Friends in Christ,
	This weekend , we joyfully celebrate our patronal feast: the Solemnity of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus. For our parish, this is more than a date on the liturgical calendar—it is a family feast day. It reminds us of who we are and whose we are: a people gathered under the Heart of Christ, the Heart that was pierced for our salvation, that burns with mercy, and that never ceases to love us, even when we are weary, wounded, or far from Him.
	Devotion to the Sacred Heart is a beautiful summary of the Gospel. In the Heart of Jesus, we see the love of God made visible: patient, faithful, sacrificial, and personal. His Heart is not distant from our sufferings or indifferent to our struggles. It is the Heart of the Good Shepherd who seeks the lost; the Heart of the Divine Physician who heals the wounded; and the Heart of the Savior who gave Himself completely on the Cross and remains with us in the Blessed Sacrament.
	This year’s feast takes on special significance. As we approach the 250th anniversary of the founding of the United States, the bishops of our country are consecrating our nation to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. This is a powerful and timely act of faith. To consecrate ourselves is to entrust our country—our families, our leaders, our communities, and our future—to the love and mercy of Christ. It is also a call for each of us to allow our own hearts to be converted more deeply to Him.
	Our nation needs the Heart of Jesus. We need His peace in place of division, His truth in place of confusion, His mercy in place of hardness, and His charity in place of indifference. But national renewal begins with personal renewal. If we desire our country to be more firmly rooted in justice, freedom, human dignity, and the common good, then we must first let Christ reign in our homes, our parish, and our own hearts.
	As we celebrate our patronal feast, I invite every parishioner to renew your devotion to the Sacred Heart. Spend time in prayer before the Blessed Sacrament. Come to Mass with gratitude. Make a good confession. Enthrone the Sacred Heart in your home if you have not yet done so. Pray for our country, our bishops, our parish, and especially for those most in need of the mercy of Christ.
	May the Heart of Jesus bless our parish abundantly. May His Heart be our refuge in difficulty, our strength in temptation, our consolation in sorrow, and our joy in every season. May our parish always be known as a place where the love of Christ is received, lived, and shared.
	Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, have mercy on us. Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, bless our parish and our nation.
	God love you!
	Father DiMaria
	THE SOLEMNITY OF THE MOST SACRED HEART OF JESUS
	Responsorial Psalm

	Reading 2
	A reading from the first letter of St. John
	Gospel
	A reading from the holy Gospel according to St. Matthew 11:25-30
	At that time Jesus exclaimed: "I give praise to you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, for although you have hidden these things from the wise and the learned you have revealed them to little ones. Yes, Father, such has been your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by my Father.  No one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son wishes to reveal him.
	"Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am meek and humble of heart; and you will find rest for yourselves.  For my yoke is easy, and my burden light."
	The Gospel of the Lord.
	Let Us Serve The Lord With Gladness!
	followingMinistersare scheduled for our ParishMasses.
	The
	Saturday evening, June 20: 4:00pm  Celebrant:
	Father DiMaria
	Extraordinary Minister:
	Pat Moletzsky
	Lector:
	Walt Fromm, Jr.
	Sunday morning, June 21: 8:00am  Celebrant:
	Father Lyons
	Larry Kilian
	Extraordinary Minister:
	Lector:
	Tony Viggiano
	10:15am Celebrants:
	Father DiMaria
	Extraordinary Minister:
	Lector:
	Chris Kilian
	Valencia Zaremba

	10:15am Michael Estock, Jr.
	Monday, June 15 8:00am Lorraine Keszczyk
	Tuesday, June 16 8:00am Gus & Mary Messantonio
	Anniversary Remembrance
	Requested by Family

	Wednesday, June 17
	8:00am Pat Gutkowski
	Requested by Keith & Joan Murphy

	Thursday, June 18 8:00am All Members of the Kunda Family
	Requested by Bill & Bridget Maruszczak

	Friday, June 19 8:00am Vern Krueger
	Wedding Anniversary Remembrance
	Requested by Wife, Jan
	Requested by Barbara Roskos


	Weekly Report June 6 - 7, 2026 $9,136.65
	Thank you for the support of Our Parish!
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	Sacred Heart Parish  120 Jefferson Street~Swedesburg, Pennsylvania 19405
	(610)275-1750
	Brett Cuddy Choir Director
	Holy Mass:  Saturday: Anticipated Mass4:00pm Sunday: 8:00am &10:15am
	Monday through Friday at 8:00am

	Sacrament of Penance:
	Sunday:
	9:30to9:50am
	Wednesdays:  7:30 to 7:50am & 6:30 to 7:00pm
	Saturday:
	3:00 to 3:45pm

	June 21, 2026
	The TWELFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
	We extend a warm welcome to
	Conor Breslin
	The Broderick Family
	Debra Mihalak
	Harvey Soqui
	who recently registered in our Parish!

	Thank you  Cereal Sunday Success
	One hundred and forty-two (142) boxes of breakfast cereal was collected June 6 - 7 weekend and was donated to Martha’s Choice Market which is the largest food pantry operated in Montgomery County by Catholic Charities. We thank everyone who participated in our cereal collection.
	In Loving Memory             We are grateful for donations received in Memory of

	James ‘Jamie’ Strizziere On behalf of: Maria DeLuca Toni DeLuca Genovese
	ETERNAL REST,                  GRANT UNTO THEM O LORD! In your kindness,    please pray for the happy repose of the souls of Michael Connelly Who was called from this life on June 9, 2026
	Theresa Marconi Who was called from this life on June 14, 2026

	“May Their souls and all the souls of the faithful departed Rest in peace.”

	Help Wanted: Part-Time Shuttle Driver for Martin Saints Classical High School We seek a part-time shuttle driver for the 2026-2027 school year. This position includes generous hourly compensation based on the distance driven.  A weekly schedule will be provided as well as the opportunity for occasional "on demand" runs as the driver is available. Employees are required to obtain all required clearances by the state of Pennsylvania and the Archdiocese of Philadelphia. Please send inquiries to Admin. Asst. Lisa Eshleman at leshleman@martinsaintsclassical.org.
	Saturday, June 20
	4:00pm  Richard Stiles, Sr.                      Requested by Janet Kita

	Sunday, June 21
	8:00am  Robert Murphy                    Requested by MaryCatherine
	10:15am  Thomas & Helen Razin                      Requested by The Razin Family

	Monday, June 22
	8:00am  Mark Wisniewski                    Requested by Bill & Bridget Maruszczak

	Tuesday, June 23
	8:00am  Michael Dudas                    Requested by Son, Pat
	Let Us Serve The Lord With Gladness!
	followingMinistersare scheduled for our ParishMasses.
	The

	Saturday evening, June 27: 4:00pm  Celebrant:
	Father DiMaria
	Extraordinary Minister:
	Barbara JanFrancisco
	Lector:
	Robert Stefanik
	Sunday morning, June 28: 8:00am  Celebrant:
	Father DiMaria
	Extraordinary Minister:
	Joan Koeck
	Lector:
	Eileen Bralski
	10:15am Celebrant:
	Father Lyons
	Lector:
	Extraordinary Minister:
	John Keidel
	Valencia Zaremba
	Weekly Report June 13 - 14, 2026 $6,739.50
	Thank you for the support of Our Parish!


	Celebrating the 250th Anniversary of the Founding of the United States of America
	Thursday, July 2
	Reception of the Most Blessed Sacrament to the

	Saturday, July 4 (continued)
	Friday, July 3 (Legal Holiday)
	Sunday, July 5
	Saturday, July 4
	Day of Adoration and Prayer for the United States of America
	Eucharist



	The Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time  -  June 21, 2026
	Reflection by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson
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	Sacred Heart Parish  120 Jefferson Street~Swedesburg, Pennsylvania 19405
	(610)275-1750
	Brett Cuddy Choir Director
	Holy Mass:  Saturday: Anticipated Mass4:00pm Sunday: 8:00am &10:15am
	Monday through Friday at 8:00am

	Sacrament of Penance:
	Sunday:
	9:30to9:50am
	Wednesdays:  7:30 to 7:50am & 6:30 to 7:00pm
	Saturday:
	3:00 to 3:45pm
	June 28, 2026

	THE THIRTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
	CAN WE COUNT ON YOU  TO HELP US - HELP OTHERS?
	Thank you for your generosity!

	If You Cannot Be On Time, Then Be EARLY. Making Time For Prayer Strengthens Our Connection With God!
	Let Us Serve The Lord With Gladness!
	followingMinistersare scheduled for our ParishMasses.
	The

	Saturday evening, July 4: 4:00pm  Celebrant:
	Father DiMaria
	Extraordinary Minister:
	Joan Koeck
	Lector:
	Helen Keller Surman
	Sunday morning, July 5: 8:00am  Celebrant:
	Father Lyons
	Extraordinary Minister:
	Marjorie Pruskowski
	Lector:
	Connie Capaldo
	10:15am Celebrant:
	Father DiMaria
	Lector:
	Extraordinary Minister:
	Larry Kilian
	Daniel Fahy, Jr.

	Saturday, June 27
	4:00pm  Barbara Stalker          Requested by The Bores & Stalker Families

	Sunday, June 28
	8:00am  Jenette Mercado                    Requested by Karen Hinchey
	10:15am  Edward Gunsalus                      Requested by His Family

	Monday, June 29
	8:00am  Cynthia Schatz                      Requested byLeigh Anne Eaton

	Tuesday, June 30
	Weekly Report June 20 - 21, 2026 $10,419.00
	Thank you for the support of Our Parish!
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	Sacred Heart Parish  120 Jefferson Street~Swedesburg, Pennsylvania 19405
	(610)275-1750
	Brett Cuddy Choir Director
	Holy Mass:  Saturday: Anticipated Mass4:00pm Sunday: 8:00am &10:15am
	Monday through Friday at 8:00am

	Sacrament of Penance:
	Sunday:
	9:30to9:50am
	Wednesdays:  7:30 to 7:50am & 6:30 to 7:00pm
	Saturday:
	3:00 to 3:45pm

	JULY 5, 2026
	THE FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
	A very special thank you to Linda Moser, Coordinator of Religious Education and to her staff:  Michelle Efthimiadou, Barbara JanFrancisco,        Joan Koeck, Tracy Nunan,        Brenda Turner and teacher assistants:  Billy Moser, Michelle Suess, & Georgia Watts for a wonderful week-long summer session of religious education for our children.
	Thank you all for your hard work and dedication to sharing the faith which is deeply appreciated.  God bless you all! Father DiMaria
	Reflection by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson
	I suppose it’s a natural choice on this occasion of our 250th anniversary as a nation to focus on the famous people linked with our founding particularly in terms of their special qualities. These make not only for good observation but also for worthy imitation. So, we have, for example, George Washington’s courage. Or Thomas Jefferson’s eloquence. John Adam’s persistence and Ben Franklin’s inventiveness. You may have a different list of qualities for the same roster. But all of it would be seen as a tribute to their foresight and vision for what became the United States of America.
	Yet on any Sunday morning, of high festivity or more regular celebration, we must pay decisive attention to God’s holy Word in the Bible as the first half of every Mass. We call it “the Liturgy of the Word” and so it is. From it we learn various lessons on how best to imitate Christ Jesus Our Lord by focusing on qualities of His seen in their perfection. This ensemble of Readings today puts the accent on His less heralded virtue called “gentleness.” That word needs clarification, if for no other reason than the times we live in might argue that it is a waste of time and effort. Here is a good definition of it that I discovered: “Gentleness in the Bible is described as a vital characteristic that embodies humility, kindness, and patience, reflecting inner strength rather than weakness. It is often associated with Our Lord’s teachings, and it is encouraged as a fundamental aspect of Christian conduct in relationships with others.”
	In the gospel for today we have a beautiful aspect of Our Lord’s teaching on gentleness: His invitation for all those who are feeling burdened, tired, or overwhelmed, to come to Him for rest and comfort. In today’s fast paced world, where stress and burnout are common, we need to hear Him. He wants us to adopt that gentleness in dealing not only with others, but also with ourselves. That’s the formula for true peace. Even if we are never as famous as George, Thomas, John and Benjamin.
	In the first grade, Miss Grant said that my purple tepee wasn’t realistic enough, that purple was no color at all for a tent, that purple was the color of people when they died, and that my drawing wasn’t good enough to hang with the others. I walked back to my seat, head bowed. With a black crayon, I brought nightfall to my purple tent in the middle of the afternoon.
	In the second grade, Mrs. Henson said, “Draw anything.” She didn’t care what. I left my paper blank and when she came around to my desk, my heart beat like a tom-tom. She touched my head with her small hand and in a soft voice said, “The snowfall. How clean and white and beautiful!”
	God love you and give you a gentle heart.

	The Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time     July 5, 2026
	Saturday, July 4
	4:00pm  Daniel Paciello                    Requested by Roberta Nelson

	Sunday, July 5
	8:00am  Sr. Mary Elizabeth Guidry, SSCJ                                                                       Requested by MaryCatherine Murphy 10:15am  Scott Wittmer                      Requested by The Wittmer Family

	Monday, July 6
	8:00am  Mary Ann Collison                    Requested by Barbara Roskos

	Tuesday, July 7
	8:00am  Vincenzo Dello Buono           Requested by Maria Dello Buono & Family

	Wednesday, July 8
	8:00am  Richard L. Stiles, Sr.                    Requested by Larry & Mary Sue Kilian

	Thursday, July 9
	8:00am  Denise Fignar                 Requested by Joe & Suzanne Antonello

	Friday, July 10
	8:00am  Pat Gutkowski              Requested by Michael Zadroga & Family

	Saturday, July 11
	4:00pm  Mike & Rita Moore                   Anniversary Remembrance                  Requested by Bores & Stalker Families

	Sunday, July 12
	8:00am  Betty Shannon                 Requested by Mark & Mary Leszczynski
	10:15am  Elizabeth Evan                     Birthday Remembrance                    Requested by Eleanor & Junior
	Let Us Serve The Lord With Gladness!
	followingMinistersare scheduled for our ParishMasses.
	The

	Saturday evening, July 11: 4:00pm  Celebrant:
	Father DiMaria
	Extraordinary Minister:
	Barbara JanFrancisco
	Lector:
	Connie Capaldo
	Sunday morning, July 12: 8:00am  Celebrant:
	Father DiMaria
	Extraordinary Minister:
	Marjorie Pruskowski
	Lector:
	Tony Viggiano
	10:15am Celebrant:
	Father Lyons
	Lector:
	Extraordinary Minister:
	Sal DiNenna
	Valencia Zaremba
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