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A Letter from Our Pastor  ~  August 1st and 2nd, 2026 
Dear Friends, 

 
We find ourselves in the middle of a special Holy Year, proclaimed so for the Univer-

sal Church by His Holiness, Pope Leo XIV.   This year (2026) has been proclaimed the Year of 
Saint Francis of Assisi by the Holy Father as a special Jubilee Year marking the 800th anniver-
sary of the death of Saint Francis of Assisi. The observance runs from January 10, 2026, to Jan-
uary 10, 2027, and began immediately following the close of the Ordinary Jubilee Year of 2025.  

 
The Pope's intention is not simply to commemorate a historical figure, but to invite the entire Church to rediscover 

Francis' way of living the Gospel. The Decree issued by Pope Leo announcing the Year describes the Year as a time for 
Christians to become, in imitation of Saint Francis:  

 

• Models of holiness through simplicity, humility, and prayer; 

• Witnesses of peace in a world marked by conflict and division; 

• Servants of the poor, following Francis' radical love for those in need; 

• Stewards of creation, recognizing God's presence in all of creation; 

• Builders of fraternal love, treating every person as a brother or sister. 
 

A central feature of the Year is the opportunity to receive a plenary indulgence under the usual conditions 
(sacramental confession, Holy Communion, prayer for the Pope's intentions, and freedom from attachment to sin). 
(Remember that a plenary indulgence is the complete remission of the temporal punishment due to sins that have already 
been forgiven through repentance and the Sacrament of Reconciliation. It does not forgive sins—that is what confession is 
for. Rather, it addresses the spiritual consequences of sin that remain even after guilt has been forgiven. A plenary indul-
gence removes all of that temporal punishment. If someone dies after receiving a plenary indulgence under the required 
conditions, Catholic teaching holds that no further purification would be needed.)  Pilgrims may obtain the indulgence by 
making a devout pilgrimage to Franciscan churches or places dedicated to Saint Francis and participating in the prescribed 
acts of worship and prayer.   

 
Pope Leo XIV has emphasized that this Jubilee should not become merely a series of celebrations. Rather, it 

should inspire a genuine conversion of heart. In his letter opening the Year, he encourages Catholics to imitate Francis by 
turning hope into concrete charity, fostering reconciliation, promoting peace, and living with joyful trust in God.   

 
The timing is especially meaningful because it concludes a series of significant Franciscan commemorations:  
 

• 2023: 800 years since the approval of the Franciscan Rule and the first Christmas Nativity scene at Greccio,           
 which was built by Francis himself; 

• 2024: 800 years since Francis received the Stigmata, or the wounds of Christ, in his hands and feet; 

• 2025: 800 years since Francis wrote the Canticle of the Creatures; 

• 2026: 800 years since Saint Francis' death, the culmination of the centenary celebrations. 
 

In essence, the Year of Saint Francis is an invitation for Catholics—and all people of good will—to ask how Fran-
cis' example can shape their own lives: living with greater simplicity, seeking peace, caring for creation, serving the poor, 
and following Christ with joy.  

 
In this upcoming first week of August, the Church celebrates two important feasts. On Tuesday, August 4, we 

commemorate the great Saint John Vianney, the nineteenth century parish priest of the town of Ars in France, who is hon-
ored as the patron saint of parish priests. On Thursday, August 6, we celebrate the Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord, 
when Jesus was transfigured before his closest friends to give them a glimpse of how he will appear in his Risen Body 
after his Resurrection. 

 
Know that you and those you love are daily remembered in my Mass and my prayers. 
 

       Love and prayers, 

               Father Olivere 
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