
MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil 4:30 pm
Sunday 8:30, 11:00am
Daily Masses 7:30am (Monday, Wednesday – Friday)

8:00am (First Saturdays)
ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT - Every 
Wednesday, 7-8 pm and First Friday of the Month, 8 until 9am

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM – Baptism is celebrated at various 
times, often 11a Mass, the 1st Sunday of the month.  Baptisms are 
also scheduled privately upon arrangement with families.  Parents 
must contact the Religious Ed Office to arrange Baptismal Prep 
sessions and learn all the details.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - Saturday, 3:30-4:20p, 
Sundays 8:00-8:20; 10:30-10:50 am, Wednesdays 7:00-8:00p and 
by appointment

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK – Those who 
are dangerously ill or facing serious surgery may receive this 
healing Sacrament.  Please contact Father John Maria to make 
arrangements.

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY – Congratulations!  Couples 
must contact Father John at least six months in advance of desired 
date.  Marriage Preparation is required for proper celebration of a 
valid and Sacramental marriage. 

PROSPECTIVE GODPARENTS/SPONSORS asked to serve as 
Baptismal Godparents or Confirmation sponsor must request an
eligibility certificate from the parish priest.  To serve in this special 
role parishioners must: Be in full communion with the Catholic 
Church; Attend Mass weekly; have received Sacraments of 
Baptism, Eucharist, Reconciliation & Confirmation; Married 
individuals need be validly married in the Catholic Church.  Find 
form and info at www.stmaryskutztown.com/godparent-requests/
Please contact the Parish Office and allow 2 weeks to process.

HOMEBOUND – Parishioners homebound and unable to attend 
Mass please contact the Parish Office to arrange visitation, to 
receive Holy Communion 

HOSPITALIZED - Call the Rectory to notify of someone in the 
hospital so we can pray for and possibly visit them. Each hospital 
in our Diocesan boundaries is either covered by a local parish or 
has a priest on call at the hospital.

PARISH MEMBERSHIP - Welcome to St. Mary’s Parish! Please
contact the Parish Office to meet with Father John and become 
registered.  We also ask those who move to notify the parish 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION – Education for parish children 
occurs September 07 through April.  Contact Religious Education 
office:  610-683-6454 for registration. 

Center-based
▪Levels 1 to 5 meet every week, Sundays, 9:40-10:50am
▪Level 6-8 meet the 2nd & 4th Sundays, 6-8pm
▪Youth ministry teens 9-12th grade are invited to join The Upper 
Room.  See website for details.

PASTORAL MINISTRY
Pastor Fr John Maria
Pastor Emeritus Rev. Msgr Walter T. Scheaffer
Permanent Deacon Dcn. Howard Schultz
Coordinator/Religious Educ Mrs. Ann Pergosky
Director of Music Ministry Mrs. Anne Sitarik

     and Parish Secretary
PARISH ORGANIZATIONS

Ladies Auxiliary Theresa Bieak & Deb Massa
Men of St. Mary’s Mr. Tom Cengeri
O.C.I.A. Fr. John Maria

DIOCESAN INFORMATION
Diocesan Policies and Procedures on Youth Protection:  
www.allentowndiocese org

Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator:  
Wendy S Krisak, Direct Telephone: (800) 791-9209

Office of Safe Environment Secretary, Youth Protection and 
Catholic Human Services:  Pamela Russo, MSW, MS  ;  PO 
Box F, Allentown, 181-5-1538   Tele. 610-871-5200 x2204

Catholic Bishop Abuse Reporting Service:  If you have an 
allegation of abuse against a bishop, please contact the 
Catholic Bishop Abuse Reporting Service:
www.ReportBishopAbuse org or 800-276-1562 The loveliest 

14TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, JULY 05, 2026

St Mary’s Church

14833 Kutztown Road Kutztown, PA 19530
www.StMarysKutztown com
www.facebook com/stmarysktown

Church, Meeting Rooms, Business & Parish Offices:
Phone : 610-683-7443 Fax : 610-683-7625
Email: Parish@StMarysKutztown com
Religious Education Center: 610-683-6454
Email: RelEd@StMarysKutztown com
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Mon 07-06 7:30a Richard Lewis

Tue -- No daily Mass on Tuesdays
Wed 07-08 7:30a William and Celestina Keller

Thu 07-09 7:30a
Intentions of

Charles, Raymond and Brenda Beck
Fri 07-10 7:30a Marty Boyer, Sr.

Sat 07-11 4:30p John R. Adriensen

Sun 07-12 8:30a People of the Parish

11:00a Felix Raymond

Call the parish office to sponsor altar flowers.

READINGS and CELEBRATIONS for the WEEK

Sun 07-05
14th Sunday Ordinary Time- Zec 9:9-10; 
Ro 8:9, 11-13; Mt 11:25-30

Mon 07-06 Ho 2:16, 17c-18, 21-22; Mt 9:18-26
Tue 07-07 Ho 8:4-7, 11-13; Mt 9:32-38
Wed 07-08 Ho 10:1-3, 7-8, 12; Mt 10:1-7
Thu 07-09 Ho 11:1-4, 8e-9; Mt 10:7-15
Fri 07-10 Ho 14:2-10; Mt 10:16-23
Sat 07-11 Is 6:1-8; Mt 10:24-33

Sun 07-12
15th Sunday Ordinary Time- Is 55:10-11; 
Ro 8:18-23; Mt 13:1-23 

THIS WEEK NEXT WEEK

Music Ministry

4:30p
DeWald, Heather Spanier, Amelia
Casey, Peggy Casey, Peggy

8:30a
Spanier, Chris Talarico, Tim
Cebenko, Steve Zielinski, John/Julie

11:00a
Jones-Wenzel, Lauren DeWald, Heather
Cebenko, Steve Talarico, Tim

EXTRAORDINARY EUCHARISTIC MINISTRY

4:30p
Arnold, Vince Schnabl, Janice
Arnold, Ellen Cengeri, Tom

8:30a
Pangrazi, Dana Schnabl, Janice
Schlesselman, John Cengeri, Tom

11:00a
Jones, John Gallagher, John

Volunteer  needed Pirnot, Ann

Collection info:  Online Giving In Church Expenses
Regular Collection
Building Fund

Capital Campaign

Parish Partnership

Other Collections

HOW DO I SIGN UP FOR ONLINE GIVING?
1. Visit www.stmaryskutztown.com & choose online 

giving.
2. Complete the online registration form. It's that 

simple! For info or help contact parish office.

Logan Alkons
Jack Anton
Evie Barletta
Patrick Behm
Greg Bradford
Monica Bradford
Bradford family
William G. Brady
Charles Brown
Casey, Nathan &

newborns
Meaghan Clark
Collene
C J Dober
Msgr. Ed Domin
Dave Ebling
Trent Eidle
Patricia Farabaugh
Hayes Fulmer
Joe Galantino
Michelle Galantino
Mark Garza 
Jim Gaskin 
Sandra George 
Joe Giachero 

Lucy Ginsiorsky 
Emilie Glanding
Bijou Greenwood 
Devon Hanna 
Jacqueline Hartz 
Kathy Henry 
Glenn Hertzog
Vicente Ilustre
Lillian Karch
Michael Karch
Jane Kern
Milton Kern
Henry Kryeski
Edward Law
Rosemary Law
Eva Malanczuk
Dennis Martinsen
Adena Mertz
Barbara Mertz
Barry Miller
Sharon Miller 
Elaine O. Miller
Geoff Miller
Nikolette Nolte 
Bill Pettit

Epifania Pilandas
Nina Presuto
Kerry Rauenzahn
Donna Redline
Pat Regensburger
Rosemarie Reimert
Renee
Nina Hertzog 

Rundle
Tina Scatamacchia
Bruce Schaeffer
Carol Sheetz
Jim Sherman
Tracy Snyder
Nicole Sosik
Arlene Stadalnik
Todd Tanis
Ralph Touch
Amy Turko
Brenda Wagaman
Debbie Weidler
Bonnie Wessner
Patricia West Ensor
Colleen Wolff 

Lord for your faithful people life is 
changed not ended.  We pray for all 
those, known and unknown to us, 
who have died.

Please Pray for all those serving our nation

Michael Barron
Andrew Barthol
Keith Essig
Ryan Flanagan
Kale Follweiler
Darrin Gorman
Diane Henry

Cmdr. Jason Hoch
Dan King 
Spencer Morris
Heather O’Donnell
Menaka Nayyar & 
Anthony Pirnot 
Cillian Pursell

Carmine Anthony 
Ricciardi
Jake Schmeck
Luke Sedlack
Phillip Talarico
Steve Ziegler

PARISH PRAYER LISTS ask intervention for those ill or in need of 
prayer.  Please let us know if your intention is, or is not, still in 

need of prayer.

Mass Intentions

Collection info not Collection info nc o ot
available at print a ab e at p

deadline
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EVENTS THIS WEEK 
Sun 07.05 14TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
Tue 07.07 Faith Sharing, 10a 
  Baptism Prep Workshop, 6:30p 
Wed 07.08 Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, 7-8p 
Thu 07.09 Music Ministry, 7p 
Sat 07.11 Erickson-McCarthy Wedding, 1:30p 
  Pray the Rosary, 4p 
  2nd Collection – Capital Improvements 
 

EVENTS NEXT WEEK 
Sun 07.12 15TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
  2nd Collection – Capital Improvements 
  Welcome-to-the-Parish Event, pavilion, 9:45a 
  Young Adults meeting, 6p 
Tue 07.14 Faith Sharing, 10a 
  Baptism Prep Workshop, 6:30p 
Wed 07.15 Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, 7-8p 
Thu 07.16 Mary’s Café, 7p 
Sat 07.18 Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion, 9a 
  Pray the Rosary, 4p 
  2nd Collection – Church/Central and E Europe 

BULLETIN DEADLINES submit info Monday of the week 
prior; full page info 2 weeks in advance. Thank you 

PARISH MEMBERSHIP:  Are you new to the parish?  Over 
18? Call 610-683-7443 to register. Inform us if you are moving. 

We are happy to 
announce on July 11, 
2026, Olivia Erickson 
and Robert McCarthy 
will be joined in Holy 

Matrimony at St. Mary’s Church.  Please keep them in 
your prayers. 

Holy Father’s Prayer for July— For respect for human 
life:  Let us pray the respect and protection of human life in 

all its stages, recognizing it as a gift from God. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION REGISTRATION  
now open for 2026-2027   

Earlybird Discounts end June 30! 
visit:  www.stmaryskutztown.com 

31 CLUB AND PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS!  We want to build 
a culture of vocations here at St. Mary’s that supports 
people to hear the call of the Lord to every vocation - Holy 
Matrimony, Consecrated Life and Holy Orders!   
 With this goal in mind, St Mary's has a new club - the "31 
Club."  This club has no bylaws, dues, nor meetings!  We 
ask persons to select a day of the month to offer special 
prayer for Holy Vocations!  That may be attendance at Mass 
of the day, a Rosary, a Holy Hour or some other form of 
prayer for vocations.  Visit the Gathering Area display and 
sign up  for ONE DAY per month. 

BAPTISM WORKSHOP 6:30p, July 07 and 14.  Contact Ann 
Pergosky to register/info: 610-683-6454 

YOUNG ADULT AUG. 09 PADRE PIO SHRINE TRIP:  Leaves 
St. Mary’s after 11a Mass.  Carpooling is available.  Bring a 
lunch or visit small snack bar there.  To join contact Sarah:  
smwilson0913@gmail.com Next meeting 6p, July 11 

NOTE ABOUT CONFESSION TIMES:  It is a great blessing to 
have confession available before each weekend Mass, and 
that will continue.  However, in a one priest parish, please 
be cognizant of the need for Father to leave the confessional 
in time so as to be recollected and begin Mass on time. 
Thank you for your understanding! 

CHANGES TO CONFESSIONAL:  As pastor of St Mary's, it 
warms my heart to welcome so many who are taking 
advantage of the mercy of God in the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation! 
 To further affirm confidence in the absolute 
confidentiality of conversations held in the confessional, 
changes are being made in the room.  
 The priest entrance will now be separate, via a door from 
the chapel. The penitent side of the confessional will be 
private, and all confessions will be behind the screen.  This 
is in keeping with the recommendation of Bishop Schlert.  
 There are some that prefer face-to-face confessions, and 
for them, this will be a sacrifice. However, this change is to 
protect both priest and penitent.  In recent years in other 
states in the US, there has been continual pressure for priests 
to break the "seal of the confessional."  I will never break that 
seal.  This change further assures the confidentiality of this 
great sacrament. - Father John 

REFLECTION—FATHER JOHN MARIA    
 In our readings today, we find the plan of God unfolding 
in salvation history, and we hear the desire of God to reveal 
His Heart – meek and humble. 
 The Old Testament prophet Zechariah wrote of a great 
King of Israel who would come to save. He would be meek 
and gentle - riding on a donkey.  At the time when the 
prophet lived (perhaps around 500 BC), the Throne of 
David was vacant, and his line seemingly come to an end.  
To the people of the time, the prophecy probably sounded 
like science fiction.  But in Jesus Christ, that prophecy came 
to fulfillment. 
 Jesus was that King that Zechariah had prophesied:  in his 
humanity, a son of David; in His divinity, the Son of God, 
riding on a donkey to the Cross.  As the Divine Son of God, 
He says that all things – all authority – has been given to 
Him by the Father.  He was indeed the King of Kings, but 
unlike any other king. 
 He is meek and humble of heart.  Meekness is not 
weakness.  To be meek is to have a gentle strength – that 
doesn’t need to show off, but comes from confidence in 
God.   
 Jesus says “Come to me, all you who labor and are 
burdened, and I will give you rest.” 
 Are you feeling tired and burdened?  Like you’re dragging 
a heavy yoke in circles?  He is calling you and all of us to 
HIS Heart. 
 “Jesus, meek and humble of heart, make our hearts like 
unto Thine!  
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WELCOMING SUNDAY - July 12!  Over the last 5 years, the 
parish has seen many changes. The 
Covid restrictions were lifted, and the 
parish welcomed a new pastor and so 
many new parishioners! Are YOU a 
"new parishioner"? Do you still feel like 
a new parishioner because it's been a 
few years since you formally registered, 
but you still don't know many people?

Or... perhaps you've attended St Mary's for a while, but 
never formally joined the parish? NOW is the perfect time 
to register as a parishioner. As the saying goes... 
"membership has its privileges!"

Whatever the circumstances and however "new" you feel, 
join us!  Please come to our welcoming reception on Sunday 
July 12 outside, at the pavilion, after the 8:30am Mass.
Come meet other new parishioners and families, and some 
familiar faces too. In order to strengthen the family at St 
Mary's, we need to make connections and learn how your 
unique talents and gifts could help you get more involved 
here at the parish!

Notes:  The pavilion is located to the right of the rectory 
garage (behind the Marian shrine). If the weather does not 
cooperate that day, we will move to the parish social hall. 

A Word About: Peter’s Pence Collection

Thank you for your generous support last week in the 
Peter’s Pence Collection! Our contributions will join those 

from our brothers and sisters around the world to 
help Pope Leo in his ministry to the Universal 
Church—with relief to people in need and 
support for the Holy See. It is not too late to give. 

Visit www.usccb.org/ peters-pence.

Your support this week is most appreciated

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION:  On 
Saturday, July 18 at 9am in church, Father John will meet 
with parishioners who serve as Extraordinary Ministers of 
Holy Communion, aka "Eucharistic Ministers." The 
meeting will review some new changes to protocol, and 
deepen our understanding of this awesome task, to 
reverently bring the Body of Christ to His faithful. This 
meeting is for those who currently serve as EMs in the 
parish - at Mass, and to the sick and Homebound.

If you do not currently serve, but are interested in 
assisting in this sacred ministry, please contact Father John 
or Deacon Howard to discuss it further.

FAREWELL AND PRAYERS FOR SUDARSHAN!  Many know 
our sacristan, Sudarshan Fernando, to be the person who 
does so much to assist Fr. John at all Masses. Some know 
him as "Michael", some know him as "Dr Fernando", the 
head of the Physics Department at KU! Sudarshan has 
discerned a call from the Lord to enter seminary, and study 
and pray toward the Priesthood! As he has family in 
Australia, he will study for the Archdiocese of Sydney. He 
will be leaving us in early September to begin! What a great 
blessing for the Church! After the 8:30a Mass Sunday July 
19 we’ll have a farewell reception for him in the Social Hall.
Join us to say thank you and farewell to our great friend!

MARY'S CAFE ON THURSDAY, JULY 16!  Join us for the 
next gathering of Mary's Cafe!  As you may have noticed, 
Father John had a unique path to the priesthood. Where 
exactly did he get those grandsons from? With so many 
new faces in the parish, this is a good time to fill in the 
blanks and know how the Lord has guided him. The Lord 
often writes straight with crooked lines!

And when all have had enough of his story, it will be a 
great time for other questions and answers, and perhaps a 
game of Catholic Trivia.

"Mary's Café" is a great opportunity to make connections 
with others at the parish, and to grow in your faith. The 
session is informal and informative, allowing time for 
discussion. Light refreshments will be available. Plan to 
join us on Thursday, July 16 at 7pm in the Social Hall!

FOR PARISHIONERS WITH GLUTEN SENSITIVITY  As 
Catholics, we believe Christ is truly Present - Body, Blood, 
Soul and Divinity in the Holy Eucharist. As the appearance 
that is (usually) unchanged, St Thomas Aquinas taught 
about the "accidents of nature" that remain after the 
transubstantiation at the consecration. One such "accident" is 
gluten.  

For those with a gluten sensitivity, alternative altar bread 
is consecrated by Father, so as to provide the Body of Christ 
with these special Hosts. If you are gluten sensitive, please 
check in at the Sacristy before Mass, so that Father will be 
prepared. These special Hosts will be distributed in the 
Priest celebrant's communion line. If you have any 
questions, please feel free to ask Fr John.

CRAFT REQUEST:  Crafts of all sorts are needed for the 
Ladies Auxiliary Holiday Bazaar craft table this November. 
Show your creativity and prepare your yarn, fabric, paper, 
wood, (or any medium) items now to add to this event 
which benefits the parish.  

Reach out to friends who could also contribute. Ask 
them to donate time and talent at the time of the bazaar, 
both ahead of Nov. 7 event and the preceding week. 
Contact Frances Larash 484-553-7602 flarash@gmail.com

ESL OPPORTUNITY AT ST MARY'S! Our parish will host a 
pilot program to assist our 
Spanish speaking brothers 
and sisters in our community.
The Literacy Council of 
Reading/Berks will offer 
Adult English as a Second 
Language (ESL) classes in 
the Rel. Ed. Center, mid-
Sept. through mid-Dec. Adult 

English language learners often request tutors who will 
work with them one-on-one to enhance their learning.

If you, or someone you know, is interested as a volunteer 
tutor, please contact ESL Coordinator Barbe Fogarty 
barbefogarty@gmail.com to learn more. Tutor training and 
materials will be provided. Tutors usually meet with their 
students 1-2 hours per week, prior to the scheduled class 
meeting. Please consider this special opportunity to share 
your gifts with others.
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COME PLAY AND PRAY WITH US!  Moms in 
the parish are looking to start a 
parent/toddler group here at St. Mary’s.  
Build Faith and Friendships!  For
questions & comments click on QR code!

SAVE THE DATE – PARISH PICNIC!  Plan on 
attending St. Mary’s parish picnic Sunday 
afternoon, August 23 in the pavilion.  
There will be picnic fare, covered dish 
goodies and family friendly games & 
activities.  Fun for all ages!  See you there.

HANDIWORK FROM THE HEART:  St. Mary’s parishioners 
can create many items to bring joy to others.  All are 
welcome to join and share ideas, learn new skills and 
practice existing talents. In the past we’ve made prayer 
shawls, crocheted crosses and embroidered cards.  Consider 
our next meeting—and bring your current projects, or 
suggestions for new projects to make and share love!  Learn 
more:  Frances Larash:  610-683-3675.  
Hope to see you at the next meeting 10a
August 05, and the 1st Wed. each month.

BERKS/LEHIGH CO. "JOSEPH'S PEOPLE"
CHAPTER for Employment Help:
Underemployed or unemployed or know 
someone who is?  At 6p, July 14, join Joseph's 
People on Zoom, topic "Your Summer Job 
search." We’ve helped thousands and there is 
never a fee. Info Paul Licata: 
pauljosephlicata@gmail and 
www.josephspeople.org

YOUNG ADULT VOLLEYBALL MONDAYS!  7-8p, through 
Aug 24, for those aged 18-38.  All skill levels; no equipment 
needed; totally FREE!  At Walson Center, 228 N 18th St, 
Allentown.  Info: zhodgskin@allentowndiocese.org

YA SUMMER BASH BLOCK PARTY!  Bring your own chairs, 
snacks, games, crafts, instruments!  6-11p, Fri. July 10 at St. 
Joseph the Worker, Orefield. Dangerous items may be 
scrutinized. allentowndiocese.flocknote.com/signup/257682  

VOCATION DISCERNEMENT FOR WOMEN:  8:30a-4p, July 
18 at the Missionary Ssiters of the Precious Blood Convent, 
Reading.  For women 18-40 years old.  Pray, listen to God 
in quiet prayer, experience community living and meet 
others discerning religious life.  484-890-9384 or 
vocationscpsnap1885@gmail.com

SUMMER SPARKS IN THE PARK – Catholic Speed Dating 
for Young Adults:  1-4p, July 19, St. Peter Parish, Coplay.  
The Diocese of Allentown Commission for Young Adults 
invites Catholic singles to speed dating for young adults to 
connect with others sharing their faith and values. Whether 
hoping to make new friends or meet someone special, this 
event offers a relaxed environment to get to know fellow 
Catholic young adults.  Registration required 
allentowndiocese.flocknote.com/signup/260858 

RETROUVAILLE:  Retrouvaille of Delaware Vally is a 
Catholic-based program to help troubled marriages build 
communication skills and intimacy.  No marriage is beyond 
help.  Next weekend programs:  July 31-Aug 02 at the 
Family Life Center in Malvern.  Info or Register:  215-766-
3944.  All inquiries ate strictly confidential.  
www.MarriageHelpDelVal.org 

WORD OF LIFE:  “O Most Sacred Heart of Jesus…We 
celebrate the abundant gifts you have given this nation, 
founded on the self-evident truths that our Creator has 
endowed all people with the right to life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness. We make reparation for the offenses 
against you and against human dignity that have taken 
place in this nation. May our hearts be united to yours, so 
that our families and communities enjoy peace and 
happiness.” ~ United States Conference of Catholic Bishops; 
“Local Celebrations of the Consecration of the United States of 
America to the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus”

TRAVELING THIS SUMMER?  Visit 
www.MassTimes.org for nationwide 
Mass times/locations.  Free lookups.

HGA REGIONAL CATHOLIC SCHOOL:  St. Mary’s parish is 
proud to be a part of HGA Regional Catholic 

School, 3125 Kutztown Rd, Reading.  Fr. 
John Maria, along with pastors of the 3 other 
“feeder” parishes (HGA;  St. Joseph’s 
Reading; and St. Mary’s Hamburg) serves as 

a member of the Governing Board of Pastors.
We live in challenging times when the dominant secular 

vision of morality is becoming increasingly opposed to 
traditional Catholic morality.  Providing our children with a 
sound and solid grounding in Catholic values – and an 
excellent education – is more urgent than ever.  HGA 
Regional School is an outstanding source.  Check out 
www.hgaschool.org/ for more into on receiving an 
excellent Catholic K-8 education, or call 610-929-4124.

BERKS CATHOLIC HS is accepting applications for the Fall. 
Please contact Nicky Smith: nsmith@berkscatholic.org with 
questions.  Learn how Berks Catholic prepares students to 
be college- and life-ready. All inquiries are confidential.

Since our Divine Lord came to die, it was fitting that , g
there be a memorial of his death!  Since he was God, ,
as well as man, and since he never spoke of his death , p
without speaking of his Resurrection, should he not p g ,

himself institute the precise memorial of his own death p
and leave it to the chance recollection of men?  And 

this is exactly what he did the night of the Last y g
Supper.  ~ Venerable Fulton J. Sheen

TRA

w
MMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMM

pro



 We are a welcoming community called to deepen and share our faith 0195-6 

EXPLORE *NEW* DIOCESAN EMPLOYMENT OPENINGS 

Visit:  www allentowndiocese.org/about/employment 

REFLECTION… by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson 
I suppose it’s a natural choice on this occasion of our 
250th anniversary as a nation to focus on the famous 
people linked with our founding particularly in terms of 
their special qualities. These make not only for good 
observation but also for worthy imitation. So, we have, for 
example, George Washington’s courage. Or Thomas 
Jefferson’s eloquence. John Adam’s persistence and Ben 
Franklin’s inventiveness. You may have a different list of 
qualities for the same roster. But all of it would be seen as 
a tribute to their foresight and vision for what became 
the United States of America. 
 Yet on any Sunday morning, of high festivity or more 
regular celebration, we must pay decisive attention to 
God’s holy Word in the Bible as the first half of every 
Mass. We call it “the Liturgy of the Word” and so it is. 
From it we learn various lessons on how best to imitate 
Christ Jesus Our Lord by focusing on qualities of His seen 
in their perfection. This ensemble of Readings today puts 
the accent on His less heralded virtue called “gentleness.” 
 That word needs clarification, if for no other reason 
than the times we live in might argue that it is a waste of 
time and effort. Here is a good definition of it that I 
discovered: “Gentleness in the Bible is described as a vital 
characteristic that embodies humility, kindness, and 
patience, reflecting inner strength rather than weakness. 
It is often associated with Our Lord’s teachings, and it is 
encouraged as a fundamental aspect of Christian conduct 
in relationships with others.” 
 In the gospel for today we have a beautiful aspect of 
Our Lord’s teaching on gentleness: His invitation for all 
those who are feeling burdened, tired, or overwhelmed, 
to come to Him for rest and comfort. In today’s fast 
paced world, where stress and burnout are common, we 
need to hear Him. He wants us to adopt that gentleness 
in dealing not only with others, but also with ourselves. 
That’s the formula for true peace. Even if we are never as 
famous as George, Thomas, John and Benjamin. 
 In the first grade, Miss Grant said that my purple tepee 
wasn’t realistic enough, that purple was no color at all for 
a tent, that purple was the color of people when they 
died, and that my drawing wasn’t good enough to hang 
with the others. I walked back to my seat, head bowed. 
With a black crayon, I brought nightfall to my purple tent 
in the middle of the afternoon. 
 In the second grade, Mrs. Henson said, “Draw 
anything.” She didn’t care what. I left my paper blank and 
when she came around to my desk, my heart beat like a 
tom-tom. She touched my head with her small hand and 
in a soft voice said, “The snowfall. How clean and white 
and beautiful!” 
 God love you and give you a gentle heart. 

It is time for our New Directory!  
Our Church Directory will not be 

complete without YOU! 
Exciting News!  St. Mary’s has determined it is time for 
our new pictorial church directory.  Our photography 
dates will be 2p-8:30p Aug 25 to 28, and 10a-4p Aug 
29.  We need volunteers to help with the sign-up 
process for our families.  Please contact Sue 
Neumann:  484-955-8180 or Anne Sitarik: 610-413-
0449 this week to volunteer to be a part of the project. 

St. Mary’s has selected Universal Church Directories 
to help us with our new church directory.  Universal is 
widely known for top-quality directories and 
photography.  They will correct any glass glare (if you 
wear glasses).  Their photographer will take pictures 
and you will view proofs electronically immediately 
following your photography. 

Schedule YOUR photography appointment time for 
August 25 to August 29.  Online scheduling is 
available Monday thru Friday every week.  In-person 
scheduling will be available after weekend Masses 
beginning July 03/04 in the Gathering Area. 

To schedule your appointment online: 
 Visit Universal Church Directories: www.ucdir.com 
 Click on the box on the right side of the homepage entitled 

“photography appointment scheduling login” 
 Enter your church code pa1295 

 Enter your church password John 
 Click on the Enter button 
 Click on the desired photography date 
 Click on the Reserve Time button beside the desired 

photography appointment time 
 Enter the appropriate information in all required fields 

(indicated by the asterisk) 
 Click on the Schedule Appointment button at the bottom 

of the screen to reserve the photography appointment 
time in your family’s name 

 If you have more than six family members being 
photographed, please reserve two appointments 
consecutively (such as 6:00 and 6:10) 

 Print the next screen to use as a reminder of your family’s 
photography appointment 

Contact Sue Neumann 484-955-8180 or Anne Sitarik 610-413-
0449 or see volunteers after Masses to change or cancel 
your photography appointment. 
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RICHARD L.RICHARD L.
GESCHWINDTGESCHWINDT
ATTORNEY AT LAW

203 E. NOBLE AVENUE
SHOEMAKERSVILLE, PA 19555

Phone: 610-562-7125
2 Locations! Open Sunday!

Locally owned and operated, Ozgood’s Neighborhood 
Grill & Bar in Robesonia, PA and Kutztown, PA has been 

serving great food and beverages since 1997. Both 
locations off er our unique menu and friendly casual 

dining scene the whole family will enjoy!
Seafood, Steaks, Chicken, Burgers, Sandwiches, Wings and More!

Banquet Facilities ♦ Weekly Specials
Friday/Saturday Specials ♦ Holiday Menus

Russell P. Walbert, F.D., Supervisor

14390 Kutztown, Road
Fleetwood, PA 19522

Russ@WalbertFuneralHome.com
(610) 944-9900

Personal Service with our On-Site Crematory

HAHN EXTERIORS
Decks • Fences • Sunrooms

Windows • Siding
Honest High Quality Work For 

St. Mary Families
3617 Kutztown Rd., Laureldale

610-929-2832
www.hahnexteriors.comw

CENTURY 21®

Gold
C: 610-507-3520

O: 610-779-2500 ext. 6330
anthonyborellisellshomes.com

ANTONIO BORELLI
REALTOR®

Buy or Sell with 
me and 10% of 

my proceeds will 
be donated to 

St. Mary’s Church.BEFORE YOU GET
IN A RIDE SHARE

STOP | ASK
MATCH | INFORM

SAMI

in remembrance of

ASK

R&R Tree 
Service

Trimming - Removal 
Lot Clearing - Stump 
Grinding - Planting 
Mulching - Long & 

Short Hauling
Robert A. Roth

610-682-2856 - Free Estimates
Fully Insured - 19 Penn St. PO Box 79, Lyons PA

INCREASE YOUR VISIBILITY
IN THE COMMUNITY

Place Your Ad Here to Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME
Michele Barron

mbarron@jppc.net 
 484.300.2062

Space 
Available

Mallory’s Army Foundation
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
www.MallorysArmy.com

(973) 440-8657 • info@mallorysarmy.org
It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send 

your email address by text message: 
Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.

Message and data rates may apply.

WORSHIP

WITH US

the latest deals, offers & events 
by your bulletin sponsors
t
bb
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Kutztown Animal & Bird Hospital

FULL SERVICE PET CARE INCLUDING:
• CERTIFIED CHIROPRACTIC CARE
• LASER SURGERY
• DENTISTRY

Birds • Cats • Dogs • Exotics • Reptiles
SPECIAL PROGRAMS: Kittens • Puppies • Senior Pets

New Clients Always Welcome
610-683-5353

15620 Kutztown Rd., Kutztown,PA

FAMILY CARE FOR YOUR SPECIAL PET
Dr. Bridget McMahon, DVM, Owner

www.kutztownanimalhosp.com

T඗඘ග඗ඖ  Fඉඕඑඔඡ
Pකඉඋග එඋඍ

Aඛඛ඗උ එඉගඍඛ
Joseph J. Blasiol, D.O. Jeff ery J. Jones, D.O.

72 E. Washington Street
Topton, PA 19562

6 1 0 - 6 8 2 - 7 1 3 1
Offi  ce Hours By Appointment

Mae A. Stump Funeral Home, Inc.
David W. Weber, Supervisor

117 West Main Street • Fleetwood   610-944-7621

,, pppppp

Trust Our Family With Yours

Estate Planning & Elder Law
P: (610) 562-2000

www.antanavagefarbiarz.com

Serving 
Berks

 County

Bell           Hardware
1051 Trexlertown Road
Trexlertown, PA 18087
Joe Rudderow - Owner

(610) 395-1132
Open - 7 days

Traeger/Weber/Big Green Egg
Stihl/EGO/Craftsman

Ben Moore/Clark & Kensington
Yeti/Solo/Ace Rewards

Shop 24/7 - bellacehardware.com

Multiple Locations
Video Visits  Available
Call for appointment 

570-516-9647

A Lifestyle Medicine Practice

Lifestyle Medicine - Education Programs
Preoperative Medical Consultations

Internal Medicine Consultations

Dr. Jeanne Gricoski

ONE FREE
$7 Dryer Ball

with a $20 purchase
Refill Laundry Dish
Castile Shampoos      
Skincare
Pet Care - Mason Jar Lids

Zero Waste Store

At Renniger’s 
740 Noble Street, Kutztown
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