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MISSION STATEMENT 

We are a Eucharistic centered Catholic Church called to illuminate the Divine message of 
the gospel, by living our faith in God through loving and serving one another. As one 
family, we hope and work for a future of peace and justice through God’s Holy will in the 
name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

http://www.sainthelenas.org/


Monday, August 3rd

9:00 AM — Thaddeus Marakowski
Tuesday, August 4th

9:00 AM — Baptisto & Rosalina Mendes
Wednesday, August 5th

9:00 AM — Traci Reagle
Thursday, August 6th

9:00 AM — Theresa Kelly
Friday, August 7th

9:00 AM — Edward Lewis
Saturday, August 8th

9:00 AM — Paul O. Knight
5:00 PM — Larry DiSipio, Jr.
Sunday, August 9th

8:00 AM — James Spillan, Sr.
10:00 AM — Judith Goldhahn
                        Janice Tigani                

Monday, August 3rd

6:30 PM — Weekly Walk
Tuesday, August 4th

3:00 PM — Executive Council Meeting
6:30 PM — Open Prayer
Thursday, August 6th

5:30 PM — Bingo
Sunday, August 9th

8:00 AM — Second Sunday Breakfast
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Antionette Medeiros, Bernice Gibson, Carrie
Spurlock, Christina Lavin, Donald Swanson, Gay
Meriggi, Geri Crockett, Jeanne Fitzpatrick, Jim
Fedena, Sr., Joe Lichota, John Coleman, Linda
Lotsis, Linda & Milton Abrams, Marie McNulty,
Mary Knight, Patti Grimes, Patty Keen, Ronald
Dumont, Susan Watkins, Thomas Miller, Vaughn
Whisker.

If you know someone who should be added to
our list, please call the Rectory at 302-764-0325.

AUGUST 2,  2026
EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

PRAY FOR THE SICK

THIS WEEK

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS

Almighty and eternal God, 
in your unfailing love you provide 

ministers for your Church. 
We pray for those whom you call 

to serve the Church of Wilmington 
as priests, deacons, and consecrated religious. 

Inspire in them a generous response. 
Grant them courage 

and vision to serve your people. 
May their lives and service call your 
people to respond to the presence 

of your Spirit among us 
that, faithful to the Gospel and 

hope of Jesus the Christ, we may: 
announce glad tidings to the poor, 

proclaim liberty to captives, 
set prisoners free 

and renew the face of the earth. Amen!

STEWARDSHIP

"Taking the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up to
heaven, he said the blessing, broke the loaves, and gave them
to his disciples, who in turn gave them to the crowds. They
all ate and were satisfied, and they picked up the fragments
left over -- twelve wicker baskets full."  Matthew 14:19-20

If we follow Jesus, there will always be more than enough. The
young man gave his 5 loaves and 2 fish, and with that Jesus
was able to feed thousands with plenty left over.

Next weekend’s second collection will be for
Social Ministry

Thank you for your continued generosity.
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FROM THE DESK OF THE PASTOR

How committed are you to your Catholic Faith?
Continued

 

Faith Must Be Lived in Charity: Catholic commitment is visible in
love. It is not enough to profess correct beliefs while ignoring the
hungry, lonely, grieving, poor, unborn, elderly, imprisoned, or
forgotten. Christ identifies Himself with the least among us, and the
Church’s mission calls every believer to works of mercy, justice, and
compassion.
Charity begins close to home: patience with family, kindness toward
difficult people, honesty in work, generosity with time, and
forgiveness when wounded. A Catholic faith that does not change
how we love others remains incomplete.

 

Witness in a Secular World: Today, commitment to Catholic faith
often requires courage. We live in a culture that may view religious
conviction as outdated, inconvenient, or private. Yet discipleship
cannot be hidden indefinitely. Catholics are called to witness to the
truth with humility, clarity, and love.
This does not mean being argumentative or self-righteous. It means
living with integrity. It means being willing to say, by word and
example, that Christ matters, the Church matters, the sacraments
matter, and human dignity matters. A committed Catholic is not
ashamed of the Gospel, even when faith demands sacrifice.

 

Questions for Honest Reflection
Do I attend Mass faithfully and participate with attention and

reverence?
Do I make time for daily prayer?

Do I seek God’s will when making important decisions?
Do I receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation regularly?

Does my faith influence how I treat others?
Am I willing to defend human dignity and Catholic teaching with

charity?
Do I support my parish with time, talent, and treasure?

Am I growing closer to Christ, or merely maintaining a religious
identity?

 

A Renewed Commitment: The good news is that commitment can
always be renewed. No matter where we are in our spiritual journey,
God invites us to begin again. Perhaps the next step is returning to
Mass, going to confession, restoring daily prayer, joining a ministry,
studying the faith more deeply, or forgiving someone we have held
at a distance.

 

To be committed to the Catholic faith is to allow Christ to claim the
whole of life: mind, heart, body, relationships, choices, and future.
The question, “How committed are you?” is ultimately a question of
love. How much room have we made for Christ? How much are we
willing to surrender? How ready are we to follow Him not only when
it is easy, but when it costs us something?
 

Faith becomes real when it moves from words to worship, from
belief to obedience, from comfort to sacrifice, and from private
devotion to public witness. A committed Catholic does not simply
ask, “What is the least I must do?” but rather, “Lord, how can I love
You more faithfully today?”

The Brandywine Hundred Deanery consists of the
parishes of: The Church of the Holy Child, Holy Rosary,
Immaculate Heart of Mary, St. Helena, St. Joseph on the
Brandywine, St. Mary of the Assumption, St. Mary
Magdalen.

Visit our deanery website:
www.brandywinedeanery.org

 WELCOME
We welcome you, one and all, to our parish. We
welcome all Catholics from the neighboring parishes
who find our schedule or our liturgies more suited to
their needs. For those of you who regularly attend St.
Helena’s but have yet to register, we cordially invite you
to do so. Registering can ultimately help us to serve you
better each week as well as at those pivotal times such as
weddings, baptisms, in times of illness and for funerals.
Registering with the parish is quick and easy.
Registration forms may be obtained from our parish
office or are available from the parish website
(www.sainthelenas.org). You may mail your completed
registration form or drop it into the collection basket on
Sunday.

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS

Bingo is still in dire need of someone to call
back winning games from 7:00 – 10:00 PM two
Thursday nights a month. If you would like to
volunteer for this very needed and important parish
fund-raiser, please email Ms. Hummy at
hpennell@sainthelenas.org. We have a great crew!
Thanking you in advance for your much needed help.

mailto:hpennell@sainthelenas.org


EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY 
IN ORDINARY TIME

Isaiah 55:1-3
Psalm 145

Romans 8:35, 37-39
Matthew 14:13-21

GOD’S LOVE FEEDS THE HUNGRY
On the 18  Sunday in Ordinary Time, the readings remind
us that God gives freely and cares for his people. In Isaiah,
God invites everyone to come and receive food and drink
without cost. His covenant is one of love and mercy,
offered to all who seek him with open hearts. The psalm
continues this theme by praising God’s kindness and care.
He satisfies the needs of every creature and is close to
those who call on him. His goodness shows that his
kingdom is built on compassion and justice, not on power
or wealth.

th

How do I see God’s generosity 
in my life?

When have I felt unsure if I had enough,
 yet God provided?

How does knowing that nothing can separate me from
God’s love give me comfort?

DAILY READINGS
Monday:

Jer 28:1–17; Ps 119:29, 43, 79-80, 95, 102; Mt 14:22–36 

Tuesday:
Jer 30:1–2, 12–15, 18–22; Ps 102:16-18, 19-21, 29, 22-

23; Mt 14:22–36 (or Mt 15:1–2, 10–14)  

Wednesday:
Jer 31:1–7; Jer 31:10, 11-12ab, 13; Mt 15:21–28  

Thursday:
Dn 7:9–10, 13–14; Ps 97:1–2, 5–6, 9; 2 Pt 1:16–19; 

Mt 17:1–9 

Friday:
Na 2:1, 3; 3:1–3, 6–7; Dt 32:35cd-36ab, 39abcd, 41; 

Mt 16:24–28 

Saturday:
Hb 1:12—2:4; Ps 9:8-9, 10-11, 12-13; Mt 17:14–20  

Sunday:
1 Kgs 19:9a, 11–13a; Ps 85:9, 10, 11-12, 13-14;

 Rom 9:1–5; Mt 14:22–33
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GOD’S WORDFAITH FORMATION

If you have a child who will be going into first
grade at a Public or a non-religious Private
School, it is time to begin Religious Education
Classes.
Please email Ms. Hummy at hpennell@sainthelenas.org
or call at 302-598-1011 to register for the fall. We need
to order textbooks and need to know how many
children will be attending. Our first parent meeting
is on Monday, August 31  at 6:30 PM in Masci Hall.  st

FIRST GRADE CATECHIST & AIDE are needed for
this year’s class.  If you would like to share your faith
with children, please email Ms. Hummy at
hpennell@sainthelenas.org or call her at 302-598-1011.  
No experience is required, just a love of your Catholic
Faith and of Children! Everything you need will be
provided. Classes meet on Monday evenings from 6:30
– 7:45 PM. Even if you are only available every other
Monday it’s no problem!

https://young-catholics.com/read-types/come-and-receive/
https://young-catholics.com/read-types/the-lord-fulfills-needs/
https://young-catholics.com/read-types/unbreakable-bond/
https://young-catholics.com/read-types/jesus-feeds-the-five-thousand/
mailto:hpennell@sainthelenas.org
mailto:hpennell@sainthelenas.org


LION’S EYEGLASS BANK
Have you gotten new glasses lately? What have you
done with your old ones? Why not help the Lion’s
with their Gift of Sight program by donating your
used glasses. We have an eye glass bank located in
the main vestibule. 

FOOD PANTRY
Our Food Pantry cans use the following items:

canned corn
tea bags

toilet paper

You can leave your donations on the rectory porch.
Thank you for your continued generosity!
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PARISH AND FAMILY LIFE SOCIAL CONCERNS

SAVE THE DATE
Mark your calendars as we celebrate St. Helena’s 90
Anniversary on Sunday November 22, 2026!!

th

Interested in serving on our Anniversary Committee?
Contact Terri Hill, our receptionist, at 302-764-0325 ext.
100. Keep watch for more information coming soon.

SECOND SUNDAY BREAKFAST
Please join us for our “Life’s a Beach” Second Sunday
Breakfast on August 9  from 8:00 AM to 12:00 PM. $12
for Adults, $6 for children under 12, and children under 3
eat free. We will also have a “preview” table for our Fall
Attic Treasures sale. For questions or to make a
reservation for 6 or more people, call or text Nancy at
302-598-8685.

th

SAINT MARK’S HIGH SCHOOL
CLASS OF 1976 50  CLASS REUNIONth

Save the date: September 25 , 6:00-10:00 PM: Saint
Mark’s High School Class of 1976 50  Class Reunion,
Christiana Hilton. Saint Mark’s is also hosting a Welcome
Home Celebration and tour of SMH for Class of 1976
Alumni on Thursday, September 24  from 5:30-7:30 PM.

th

th

th

 The reunion committee would like to connect
with alumni. 

Contact Patty Curtin White: patriciacurtin@comcast.net
or PCurtin@christianacare.org or Terri Larson Seeman:
Glennsman@comcast.net / 302-893-3479. 

mailto:patriciacurtin@comcast.net
mailto:PCurtin@christianacare.org
mailto:Glennsman@comcast.net
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O.C.I.A.
Do you know someone who has asked questions
about the Catholic faith or who is considering
becoming Catholic? Have you ever invited them to
join our parish community?
 
The Order of Christian Initiation for Adults (OCIA)
is a process developed for those of other faiths who
might be considering joining in the Catholic
Church. They come from another faith tradition or,
on occasion, have not been involved with another
faith tradition. The OCIA process allows individuals
to ask and receive answers about the Catholic faith
and also deepen their relationship with Our Lord.
This process is also open to Catholics who have
been baptized, but have never celebrated the
sacraments of Reconciliation, Eucharist and
Confirmation. 
 
Individuals who have completed this process say
that they started this faith journey because of an
invitation to “Come and See” from a family member
or friend. Often times because of our own example
others consider joining the Catholic Church.
 
We are preparing to begin our next group of
catechumen's and candidates. If you or someone
you know are interested in the Catholic faith,
contact Deacon Bill Johnston (302-475-6486 ext.
128 or wjohnston@chcparish.org).

FAITH & CHARITY APPEALLITURGY

We gratefully acknowledge the many who have
graciously supported the 2026 Faith and Charity
Appeal: Many hands. One Mission. ~ Fifty
Years of Hope. Your generosity has allowed our parish
to move closer to its goal of $67,933.00. To date, we
have $59,907.00 pledged toward our parish goal. This
represents achieving 88.19% of our goal. We still need
$8,026.00 to make our parish goal.

If you haven’t made your gift...it’s not too late. Pledge
envelopes are available in each portico and may be
deposited in the offertory collection or dropped off to the
parish office. No gift is too small. If every family gives a
gift we will reach our goal.
 

We remind first givers and those who may not
have given in several years that 50% of your
gift will be returned to our parish once our goal is
accomplished.
 

The appeal for fifty years has carried out the Gospel into
homes, schools, prisons, shelters, and parishes through
ministries such as:
 

Serving the poor and vulnerable.
Forming our young people in faith.

Strengthening marriages and families.
Supporting our seminarians and deacons.

Expanding the mission of Catholic Charities’
care for the hungry, homeless, 

and the brokenhearted.
Providing outreach that keeps our parishes vibrant.
Sustaining the evangelizing mission of our Catholic

schools and The Dialog.
Join in the mission!! 
Make your gift count.

 

Pledge Payments: When making a payment towards
your pledge, please use the addressed envelope sent to
you and return your payment DIRECTLY to the
Development Office and not to the parish. This will
make sure your payment is properly credited to your
pledge and not cause any confusion. Thank you!
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302-764-0325   fax: 302-764-1068
www.sainthelenas.org

Vy Rev. Michael J Carrier, KHS, VF
Pastor / Dean ~ Brandywine Deanery
mcarrier@sainthelenas.org         Ext 108
Deacon Joseph A. Cilia, Jr
jcilia@chcparish.org
Deacon William J Johnston, Jr.
wjohnston@chcparish.org
Sr. Kathy Flood, OSF 
Pastoral Associate for Parish Life
kflood@sainthelenas.org    Ext 102
Joseph Louden
Director of Music
302-593-0495
jlouden@ursuline.org
Hummy Pennell
Director of Religious Education
302-762-4280
hpennell@sainthelenas.org
Carol Ann Plunkett
Director of Parish Social Ministry
caplunkett@sainthelenas.org   Ext 104
Peggy Kulesza
Accountant
pkulesza@sainthelenas.org   Ext 101
Terri Hill
Parish Receptionist
thill@sainthelenas.org     Ext 100
Britney de Ford
Communications Coordinator
bdeford@sainthelenas.org
Vacant
Maintenance

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE
Daily Mass:  Monday - Saturday 9 a.m.
Sunday Masses: 
                          Saturday Vigil 5 p.m.
                           Sunday 8 a.m. & 10 a.m.
Confessions: First Fridays after 9 a.m. mass
                            Saturday 3:30-4:30 p.m.
                            Or by appointment
Baptisms: 1  and 3  Sunday’s at 11:30 a.m.st rd

Contact Sr. Kathy Flood for more information and
registration.
Weddings: One year preparation. 
Contact Sr. Kathy Flood for more information.

PARISH INFORMATION

The 2027 Mass Intention Book is about to
open! Our book will open on Tuesday August
11  from 10 AM to 4 PM. Please continue to
read as our Mass Intention policy has
changed.

th

The online Mass Intention Requests are NO
LONGER being taken. This online process has
been removed and will no longer be functioning.
We encountered many issues through this process
including double booking for intentions and
therefore have disabled it. All mass intentions will
have to be requested in person. Mass
intentions will no longer be accepted by
phone, email or letter. In person requests
only will be honored. 

In our effort to meet the many requests for mass
intentions throughout the year, the following will be
implemented when the Mass Intentions Book for
2027 opens. Only three masses for the same
intention will be accepted [i.e. mass intention for
Joe Smith requested by Sue Smith].
Also, beginning this year to be able to accommodate
the many requests for intentions throughout the
year, one of our Sunday masses (rotated between
the 5 PM, 8 AM and 10 AM) each week will have
collective mass intentions [FOUR mass intentions]
will be accepted for the particular mass. This year
our Mass Intention Book closed in April since we
had no remaining intentions available. The
collective mass intentions will allow us to meet the
continuing requests throughout the year.

The recommended mass offering is $10.00, if paid
by cash or check. If paid by credit card, a $1.00
service fee will be added to each intention to defray
the credit card fee paid by the parish to each credit
card company or bank.

MASS INTENTIONS

mailto:mcarrier@sainthelenas.org
mailto:jcilia@chcparish.org
mailto:wjohnston@chcparish.org
mailto:kflood@sainthelenas.org
mailto:jlouden@ursuline.org
mailto:hpennell@sainthelenas.org
mailto:caplunkett@sainthelenas.org
mailto:pkulesza@sainthelenas.org
mailto:thill@sainthelenas.org
mailto:bdeford@sainthelenas.org


CREMATION SERVICE 
OF DELAWARE

519 Philadelphia Pike • Wilmington, DE 19809519 Philadelphia Pike • Wilmington, DE 19809
(302) 762-0334(302) 762-0334

Simple ~ Economical ~ DignifiedSimple ~ Economical ~ Dignified

311 St. Helena, Wilmington, DE (back)                                                                      John Patrick Publishing Company (800) 333-3166 • www.jppc.net

Personalized
Funeral and Cremation Services

By: Timothy J. Meyers
Licensed in DE & PA
302-438-3709

WWW.MEYERSFH.COM

RIGHTWAY 
WATERPROOFING CO.

BASEMENT WATERPROOFING
MOLD REMEDIATION
FOUNDATION REPAIR

215-427-1727
www.RightwayWaterproofi ng.com

FREE INSPECTION
Licensed & Insured

Family Owned and 
Operated Since 1987

Chu
rch

Mem
ber

Disc
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ts

TREE CARE
Removal
Pruning
Insect and Disease Control
(302) 475-0466

LANDSCAPING
Design
Installation
Patios • Walks • Ponds
(302) 764-8666

ERNS BROTHERS TREE SERVICE

Certified Arborists
www.kernsbros.com

2006 Winner
Delaware
Better Business Bureau
Torch Award

Since 1973

O U R  S P O N S O R S  &  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y
Sponsors can off er promotions, 

discounts and/or up-to-date 
contact information to the 

ENTIRE community

ANYONE in the community, 
not only Parishioners,  can access 
realtime off ers from their favorite 
sponsors to save, share & support

TM

United Together In The Fight United Together In The Fight 

Against Bullying...Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... Don’t Just Teach Kindness... 

BE KINDNESS!BE KINDNESS!

www.MallorysArmy.org
(973) 440-8657 | info@mallorysarmy.org

It’s easy to join our mailing list!
Just send your email address by text message:

Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.
Message and data rates may apply.

CONTACT ME
Jackie Manning

jmanning@jppc.net
(913) 744-6337

INCREASE YOUR 
VISIBILITY IN THE 

COMMUNITY
Place Your Ad Here

to Support Our Parish!

11 E. L  B .
W , DE 19802

302.762.4040 Angelo Manerchia

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR & 
MAINTENANCE

517 PHILADELPHIA PIKE
WILMINGTON, DE 19809

302-765-3950
www.pennyhillservice.com
pennyhillserviceandrepair@yahoo.com

Brian Mitchell, Owner

BEFORE YOU GET 
IN A RIDE SHARE

RIDESHARING 
SAFETY TIPS

in remembrance of

S
A
M
I

stop

ask

match

inform

ASK

Real Estate • Elder Law 
Wills & Estates

Wilmington, DE
302-995-2840 • www.tlawde.com

Family Owned and Operated for Over 4 Decades

French Drains • Foundation Repair • Mold Remediation

All Work Guaranteed                               Fully Licensed & Insured

877-401-4777
www.morganwaterproofing.com

Serving the community since 1876.
Planning in advance of need makes good sense.

Cathedral Cemetery
2400 Lancaster Ave.

Wilmington, DE

302-656-3323

All Saints Cemetery
6001 Kirkwood Hwy.

Wilmington, DE

302-737-2524

Gate of Heaven Cemetery
32112 Vines Creek Rd. 

Dagsoro, DE

302-732-3690
www.cdow.org/cemeteries •  Catholic Cemeteries Diocese of Wilmington • In Sure and Certain Hope

PraPra
fofo
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	March-22-2026-5th-Sunday-of-Lent.pdf
	FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT
	MARCH 22, 2026
	MASS INTENTIONS
	STEWARDSHIP
	THIS WEEK
	SECOND COLLECTION
	PRAYER FOR LENTEN RENEWAL
	PRAY FOR THE SICK
	If you know someone who should be added to our list, please call 302-764-0325 ext 102  or email arowe@sainthelenas.org.



	FROM THE DESK OF THE PASTOR
	Where has God delivered you from “death” into new life? What was your response?
	In what ways has Jesus invited you to trust in him more this Lent?
	What remains unfinished as this Lenten season draws to a close? What work remains for God to do?

	LITURGY
	CHRISTIAN FORMATION
	PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS
	WEEKLY OFFERTORY
	ONLINE GIVING
	WEEKLY BINGO
	CHURCH CHUCKLE
	GOD’S WORD
	FESTIVAL OF SPIRITUALS
	PLEASE RSVP!
	PALM/PASSION SUNDAY Saturday, March 28th  5:00 PM Blessing of Palms and Mass Sunday, March 29th  8:00 AM & 10:00 AM  Mass

	SOCIAL CONCERNS
	AROUND THE DIOCESE
	Page 6

	311-March-29-2026-Palm-Sunday.pdf
	PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD
	MARCH 29, 2026
	MASS INTENTIONS
	STEWARDSHIP
	THIS WEEK
	SECOND COLLECTION
	PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS
	PRAY FOR THE SICK
	If you know someone who should be added to our list, please call 302-764-0325 ext 102  or email arowe@sainthelenas.org.


	FROM THE DESK OF THE PASTOR
	Where can you find yourself within the passion narrative? As Pilate? Peter? Simon of Cyrenian? Mary Magdalen? One of the soldiers or bystanders?

	LITURGY
	CHRISTIAN FORMATION
	PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS
	WEEKLY OFFERTORY
	GOD’S WORD
	ONLINE GIVING
	WEEKLY BINGO
	CHURCH CHUCKLE
	What does Jesus’ suffering teach me about facing difficulties in my own life?
	Have I ever felt abandoned by God?
	How does Jesus’ experience on the cross help me understand this feeling?
	In what ways do I stand by Jesus when it is easy,  and when do I struggle?
	CHALLENGING: Plant trees around your yard. Aside from making your yard space cooler and storing carbon, planting trees around your yard can lessen the need for watering your lawn very often. By protecting the grass, plants, and soil from the afternoon sun, shade trees help conserve water.
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	311-April-5-2026-Easter-Sunday.pdf
	EASTER SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD
	APRIL 5, 2026
	MASS INTENTIONS
	STEWARDSHIP
	Monday, April 6th 9:00 AM — People of the Parish Tuesday, April 7th 9:00 AM — Mary Ann & Leonard Kelleher Wednesday, April 8th 9:00 AM — Charles Hill, Jr. Thursday, April 9th 9:00 AM — Conversion of Poor Sinner Friday, April 10th 9:00 AM — Eileen Reddan Saturday, April 11th 9:00 AM — Helen Tancredi, Albert Minuti, Sr., Carrie Konitzer, Mamie Connolly, Ann Raign, Fredrick J. Konitzer & Arlene Santillo 5:00 PM — Charles A. Hill, Jr. Sunday, April 12th 8:00 AM — Elizabeth Becker 10:00 AM — Paul Diksa

	THIS WEEK
	Sunday, April 5th Easter Sunday Monday, April 6th Rectory Closed No Religious Education & Adult Scripture Study No Weekly Walk Tuesday, April 7th No Open Prayer Wednesday, April 8th 7:00 PM — Parish Council Executive Meeting Thursday, April 9th 5:30 PM — Bingo 7:30 PM — Adult Choir  Sunday, April 12th 8:00 AM-12:45 PM — Second Sunday Breakfast
	“This man God raised on the third day and granted that he be visible, not to all the people, but to us, the witnesses chosen by God in advance, who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.”  Acts 10:40-41
	The first disciples were people who witnessed the risen Christ in the flesh. The author of Acts emphasizes that they ate and drank with the risen Christ. How we take care of each other "in this life" is an important part of our spiritual life. Stewardship is not about having pious thoughts, but about making life better for others in the flesh.

	PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS
	Almighty and eternal God,  in your unfailing love you provide  ministers for your Church.  We pray for those whom you call  to serve the Church of Wilmington  as priests, deacons and consecrated religious.  Inspire in them a generous response.  Grant them courage  and vision to serve your people.  May their lives and service call your  people to respond to the presence  of your Spirit among us  that, faithful to the Gospel and  hope of Jesus the Christ, we may:  announce glad tidings to the poor  proclaim liberty to captives,  set prisoners free  and renew the face of the earth. Amen!

	PRAY FOR THE SICK
	If you know someone who should be added to our list, please call 302-764-0325 ext 102  or email arowe@sainthelenas.org.
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	FROM THE DESK OF THE PASTOR
	LITURGY
	CHRISTIAN FORMATION
	DAILY READINGS
	ONLINE GIVING
	CHURCH CHUCKLE
	GOD’S WORD
	In what ways does the risen Christ appear in your life?
	What does the Resurrection mean to you personally?
	How has the message of Easter transformed your life?
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	311-April-5-2026-Easter-Sunday(2).pdf
	EASTER SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD
	APRIL 5, 2026
	MASS INTENTIONS
	STEWARDSHIP
	Monday, April 6th 9:00 AM — People of the Parish Tuesday, April 7th 9:00 AM — Mary Ann & Leonard Kelleher Wednesday, April 8th 9:00 AM — Charles Hill, Jr. Thursday, April 9th 9:00 AM — Conversion of Poor Sinner Friday, April 10th 9:00 AM — Eileen Reddan Saturday, April 11th 9:00 AM — Helen Tancredi, Albert Minuti, Sr., Carrie Konitzer, Mamie Connolly, Ann Raign, Fredrick J. Konitzer & Arlene Santillo 5:00 PM — Charles A. Hill, Jr. Sunday, April 12th 8:00 AM — Elizabeth Becker 10:00 AM — Paul Diksa

	THIS WEEK
	Sunday, April 5th Easter Sunday Monday, April 6th Rectory Closed No Religious Education & Adult Scripture Study No Weekly Walk Tuesday, April 7th No Open Prayer 7:00 PM — Parish Council Executive Meeting Thursday, April 9th 5:30 PM — Bingo 7:30 PM — Adult Choir  Sunday, April 12th 8:00 AM-12:45 PM — Second Sunday Breakfast
	“This man God raised on the third day and granted that he be visible, not to all the people, but to us, the witnesses chosen by God in advance, who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.”  Acts 10:40-41
	The first disciples were people who witnessed the risen Christ in the flesh. The author of Acts emphasizes that they ate and drank with the risen Christ. How we take care of each other "in this life" is an important part of our spiritual life. Stewardship is not about having pious thoughts, but about making life better for others in the flesh.

	PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS
	Almighty and eternal God,  in your unfailing love you provide  ministers for your Church.  We pray for those whom you call  to serve the Church of Wilmington  as priests, deacons and consecrated religious.  Inspire in them a generous response.  Grant them courage  and vision to serve your people.  May their lives and service call your  people to respond to the presence  of your Spirit among us  that, faithful to the Gospel and  hope of Jesus the Christ, we may:  announce glad tidings to the poor  proclaim liberty to captives,  set prisoners free  and renew the face of the earth. Amen!

	PRAY FOR THE SICK
	If you know someone who should be added to our list, please call 302-764-0325 ext 102  or email arowe@sainthelenas.org.
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	FROM THE DESK OF THE PASTOR
	LITURGY
	CHRISTIAN FORMATION
	DAILY READINGS
	ONLINE GIVING
	CHURCH CHUCKLE
	GOD’S WORD
	In what ways does the risen Christ appear in your life?
	What does the Resurrection mean to you personally?
	How has the message of Easter transformed your life?
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	311-April-12-2026-2nd-Sunday-of-Easter.pdf
	SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY
	APRIL 12, 2026
	MASS INTENTIONS
	STEWARDSHIP
	THIS WEEK
	PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS
	PRAY FOR THE SICK
	If you know someone who should be added to our list, please call 302-764-0325 ext 102  or email arowe@sainthelenas.org.



	FROM THE DESK OF THE PASTOR
	Where in your journey of faith have you been able to identify with Thomas in today’s gospel?
	How has the Christian community played a role in your experience of faith?
	Where have you found joy in this octave of Easter? How can you continue to live in Easter joy through the remainder of this season?

	SOCIAL TEACHING
	LITURGY
	DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY
	PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS
	Patricia Robinson Zaza
	Bernice Beopleh-Dorliae
	Joseph K. Newdeck
	Ronald Bilinski
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	April-19-2026-3rd-Sunday-of-Easter.pdf
	THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
	APRIL 19, 2026
	MASS INTENTIONS
	STEWARDSHIP
	THIS WEEK
	PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS
	PRAY FOR THE SICK
	If you know someone who should be added to our list, please call 302-764-0325 ext 102  or email arowe@sainthelenas.org.



	FROM THE DESK OF THE PASTOR
	SOCIAL TEACHING
	PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS
	AROUND THE DIOCESE
	Wednesday, May 6, 2026
	Registration

	Page 6

	311-April-26-2026-4th-Sunday-of-Easter.pdf
	FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
	APRIL 26, 2026
	THIS WEEK
	STEWARDSHIP
	Next weekend’s second collection will be for  Maintenance & Repair.
	Thank you for your continued generosity.

	PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS
	PRAY FOR THE SICK
	If you know someone who should be added to our list, please call the Rectory at 302-764-0325.



	PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS
	FROM THE DESK OF THE PASTOR
	PARISH AND FAMILY LIFE
	SOCIAL CONCERNS
	The clearer the voice calling you, the easier it is to recognize who it is on the other end of the call. How clearly can you hear the voice of Jesus Christ? In John's Gospel, Jesus speaks of the gatekeeper who opens the gate and calls for his sheep. They respond because they know his voice. Others try to lure the sheep when the gatekeeper is not there, but the sheep find their voices unclear or unfamiliar.

	DID YOU KNOW?
	ONLINE GIVING
	GOD’S WORD
	FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER Acts 2:14A, 36-41 Psalm 23 1 Peter 2:20b-25 John 10:1-10

	DAILY READINGS
	LITURGY
	CHRISTIAN FORMATION
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	311-May-3-2026-5th-Sunday-of-Easter.pdf
	FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
	MAY 3, 2026
	THIS WEEK
	STEWARDSHIP
	Next weekend’s second collection will be for  Mother’s Day Mass Remembrance Thank you for your continued generosity.

	PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS
	PRAY FOR THE SICK
	If you know someone who should be added to our list, please call the Rectory at 302-764-0325.



	PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS
	FROM THE DESK OF THE PASTOR
	We welcome Sr. Kathy Flood, OSF to our parish staff. Sister will serve as our Pastoral Associate for Parish Life. She will assume some day to day adminsitrative responsiblities.
	This week we also “thank” Abigail Rowe who has served our parish as our Administrative Assistant for the past several years. Abigail has accepted another position and will leave our staff at the end of the week. She has been a great asset to our parish and staff during these past transitions. We wish her well on her future endeavors.

	PARISH AND FAMILY LIFE
	SOCIAL CONCERNS
	BIRTHRIGHT ROSE SALE 2026 Please support Birthright of Delaware’s pregnancy services by purchasing roses after Masses on Mother’s Day Weekend May 9/10.
	Roses cost: $3/one Rose $5/three Roses $20/Dozen Roses $45/Twenty-five Roses (Bouquet)
	Acts 14:19-28; Psalm 145:10-13ab, 21; John 14:27-31a


	LITURGY
	FAITH & CHARITY APPEAL
	FOOD NEEDS
	The Food Pantry  is in need of the following items:
	Jelly Detergent Cereal Large Juice Bar Soap
	Thank you for your generosity.


	311-May-10-2026-6th-Sunday-of-Easter.pdf
	SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
	MAY 10, 2026
	THIS WEEK
	STEWARDSHIP
	Next weekend’s second collection will be for  Feast of the Ascension Thank you for your continued generosity.

	PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS
	PRAY FOR THE SICK
	If you know someone who should be added to our list, please call the Rectory at 302-764-0325.



	PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS
	FROM THE DESK OF THE PASTOR
	A Prayer of Gratitude for our Mothers
	Good and Gentle God, we pray in gratitude for our mothers  and for all the women of theory  who have joined with you  in the wonder of bringing forth new life.  You who became human through a woman,  grant to all mothers the courage they need  to face the uncertain future  that life with children always brings.
	Give them the strength to live  and to be loved in return,  not perfectly, but humanly. Give them the faithful support of husband,  family and friends as they care for the physical  and spiritual growth of their children. Give them joy and delight in their children  to sustain them through the trials of motherhood.  Most of all,  give them the wisdom to turn to you for help  when they need it most.
	Author Unknown


	PARISH AND FAMILY LIFE
	SOCIAL TEACHINGS
	Roses cost: $3/one Rose $5/three Roses $20/Dozen Roses $45/Twenty-five Roses (Bouquet)

	CHRISTIAN FORMATION
	GOD’S WORD
	Children’s Liturgy will return the first Sunday in October.
	SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER Acts 8:5-8, 14-17 Psalm 66 1 Peter 3:15-18 John 14:15-21

	LITURGY
	FAITH & CHARITY APPEAL
	givecentral.org/ CDOW-Catholic-Business-Networking

	311-May-17-2026-The-Ascension-of-the-Lord.pdf
	THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD
	MAY 17, 2026
	THIS WEEK
	STEWARDSHIP
	Next weekend’s second collection will be for  Diocesan Priests Retirement Thank you for your continued generosity.

	PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS
	PRAY FOR THE SICK
	If you know someone who should be added to our list, please call the Rectory at 302-764-0325.

	PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS
	FROM THE DESK OF THE PASTOR
	“A Time to Welcome” We extend our warm welcome to: Philip Emmi who has recently registered at our parish.
	Cereal Tuna fish Juice Dry/shelf stable milk Pancake mix Large Jelly
	This weekend we congratulate our seven young people who will be sealed with the Gifts of the Holy Spirit in the Sacrament of Confirmation by Most Reverend William Koenig, D.D. along with seven young people from the Church of the Holy Child and one from St. Ann’s.




	Emma Gordon Gabe Hullinger Autumn Isabella Julia Madden Andrew Olivere Benjamin Robison Jackson Smiley
	All powerful God,   Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,      by water and the Holy Spirit   you freed your sons and daughters from sin   and gave them new life.       Send your Holy Spirit upon them   to be their helper and guide.   Give them the spirit of wisdom and understanding,   the spirit of right judgment and courage,   the spirit of knowledge and reverence.   Fill them with the spirit of wonder and awe   in your presence.       We ask this through Christ our Lord.

	PARISH AND FAMILY LIFE
	SOCIAL TEACHINGS
	CHRISTIAN FORMATION
	Children’s Liturgy will return the first Sunday in October.

	GOD’S WORD
	THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD  Acts 1:1-11 Psalm 47 Ephesians 1:17-23 Matthew 28:16-20

	LITURGY
	FAITH & CHARITY APPEAL
	givecentral.org/ CDOW-Catholic-Business-Networking

	311-May-24-2026-Pentecost-Sunday.pdf
	PENTECOST SUNDAY
	MAY 24, 2026
	THIS WEEK
	STEWARDSHIP
	There will be no second collection  next weekend.

	PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS
	PRAY FOR THE SICK
	If you know someone who should be added to our list, please call the Rectory at 302-764-0325.



	PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS
	FROM THE DESK OF THE PASTOR
	Francis Ianni
	Cereal Tuna fish Juice Dry/shelf stable milk Pancake mix Large Jelly
	Holy Spirit of God,  whom the Lord had promised to his Church  and whom he graciously sent to us  on the day of Pentecost:  be the constant welcome Guest of our hearts!  Protect and increase in us your graces;  kindle the fire of the hidden  divine virtues in our hearts!  Adorn us, your temples,  with your sevenfold gifts;  allow the Spirit of Love to radiate to our brothers and sisters.  Help us to build the kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ through prayer,  through the witness of our lives.  We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ  who lives and reigns with you  and the Father, forever and ever. Amen.


	PARISH AND FAMILY LIFE
	SOCIAL CONCERNS
	CHRISTIAN FORMATION
	Ms. Hummy will be back for our final session on Sunday, May 31st, at the 10:00 AM Liturgy.
	Children’s Liturgy will return the first Sunday in October.

	GOD’S WORD
	PENTECOST  Acts 2:1-11 Psalm 104 1 Corinthians 12:3B-7, 12-13 John 20:19-23
	FIRE AND SPIRIT OF LIFE Pentecost is a celebration of the Holy Spirit coming to the followers of Jesus. It is a feast that reminds us of how God’s Spirit gives life, courage, and strength. The readings show how God’s power works in many ways, from creation to the birth of the Church. This day is often called the birthday of the Church. The Spirit came with wind and fire, filling the disciples with new energy. They spoke in many languages, showing that the message of Jesus is for all people. What once was scattered is now brought together.
	How does the story of Pentecost Year A show the power  of the Holy Spirit?
	In what ways has the Holy Spirit given you courage  in your life?
	How can you use your gifts to serve others  and strengthen the Church?
	DAILY READINGS Monday: Genesis 3:9-15, 20 (or Acts 1:12-14); Psalm 87:1-3, 5-7; John 19:25-34 Tuesday: 1 Peter 1:10-16; Psalm 98:1-4; Mark 10:28-31 Wednesday: 1 Peter 1:18-25; Psalm 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20; Mark 10:32-45 Thursday:  1 Peter 2:2-5, 9-12; Psalm 100:2, 3, 4, 5; Mark 10:46-52 Friday: 1 Peter 4:7-13; Psalm 96:10, 11-12, 13; Mark 11:11-26 Saturday: Jude 1:17, 20b-25; Psalm 63:2, 3-4, 5-6; Mark 11:27-33 Sunday:  Exodus 34:4b-6, 8-9; Daniel 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56;  2 Cor 13:11-13; John 3:16-18
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	LITURGY
	FAITH & CHARITY APPEAL
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	311-May-31-2026-The-Most-Holy-Trinity.pdf
	THE MOST HOLY TRINITY
	MAY 31, 2026
	Monday, June 1st 9:00 AM — Paul O. Knight Tuesday, June 2nd 9:00 AM — Edwin Blevins Wednesday, June 3rd 9:00 AM — Domenic Brancati, Jr. Thursday, June 4th 9:00 AM — Mary & Bernard Fiore Friday, June 5th 9:00 AM — Paul O. Knight Saturday, June 6th 9:00 AM — Verne Scott 5:00 PM — Ethel & John Pochmara Sunday, June 7th 8:00 AM — Joan Browne 10:00 AM — Fran Masci                         Mary Ann Vari

	THIS WEEK
	Monday, June 1st 6:30 PM — Weekly Walk Tuesday, June 2nd 6:30 PM — Open Prayer 7:00 PM — Pastoral Council Meeting Thursday, June 4th 5:30 PM — Bingo 7:30 PM — Adult Choir
	STEWARDSHIP
	There will be no second collection  next weekend.

	PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS
	PRAY FOR THE SICK
	Antionette Medeiros, Bernice Gibson, Carrie Spurlock, Christina Lavin, Donald Swanson, Gay Meriggi, Geri Crockett, Jeanne Fitzpatrick, Jim Fedena, Sr., Joe Lichota, John Coleman, Linda Lotsis, Linda & Milton Abrams, Marie McNulty, Mary Knight, Patti Grimes, Patty Keen, Rebecca Henley, Ronald Dumont, Susan Watkins, Thomas Miller, Thomas Spano, Vaughn Whisker.
	If you know someone who should be added to our list, please call the Rectory at 302-764-0325.




	PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS
	FROM THE DESK OF SR. KATHY
	WELCOME We welcome you, one and all, to our parish. We welcome all Catholics from the neighboring parishes who find our schedule or our liturgies more suited to their needs. For those of you who regularly attend St. Helena’s Church but have yet to register, we cordially invite you to do so. Registering can ultimately help us to serve you better each week as well as at those pivotal times such as weddings, baptisms, in times of illness and for funerals. Registering with the parish is quick and easy. Registration forms are available from the parish website at www.sainthelenas.org, or from the parish office. You may mail your completed registration form or drop it into the collection basket on Sunday.

	PARISH AND FAMILY LIFE
	SOCIAL CONCERNS
	CHRISTIAN FORMATION
	GOD’S WORD
	CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD This week is our final Children’s Liturgy of the Word until the first Sunday of October. Enjoy your summer.
	Page 4


	LITURGY
	O.C.I.A. Do you know someone who has asked questions about the Catholic faith or who is considering becoming Catholic? Have you ever invited them to join our parish community?
	The Order of Christian Initiation for Adults (OCIA) is a process developed for those of other faiths who might be considering joining in the Catholic Church. They come from another faith tradition or, on occasion, have not been involved with another faith tradition. The OCIA process allows individuals to ask and receive answers about the Catholic faith and also deepen their relationship with Our Lord. This process is also open to Catholics who have been baptized, but have never celebrated the sacraments of Reconciliation, Eucharist and Confirmation.
	Individuals who have completed this process say that they started this faith journey because of an invitation to “Come and See” from a family member or friend. Often times because of our own example others consider joining the Catholic Church.
	We are preparing to begin our next group of catechumen's and candidates. If you or someone you know are interested in the Catholic faith, contact Deacon Bill Johnston (302-475-6486 ext. 128 or wjohnston@chcparish.org).

	FAITH & CHARITY APPEAL
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	311-June-7-2026-Solemnity-of-the-Most-Holy-Body-and-Blood-of-Christ.pdf
	SOLEMNITY OF THE MOST HOLY  BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST
	JUNE 7, 2026
	Monday, June 8th 9:00 AM — Inez Knight Lapp Tuesday, June 9th 9:00 AM — Barb L. Meriggi Wednesday, June 10th 9:00 AM — Mary L. Scott Thursday, June 11th 9:00 AM — Mary C. Roggero Friday, June 12th 9:00 AM — Domenic F. Roggero Saturday, June 13th 9:00 AM — Samuel & Marie Emmi 5:00 PM — Rose Marie Turcol Sunday, June 14th 8:00 AM — Richard Spigel 10:00 AM — Rose Marie Turcol                         Rose Marie Potts


	THIS WEEK
	Monday, June 8th 6:30 PM — Weekly Walk 7:30 PM — Finance Council Tuesday, June 9th 6:30 PM — Open Prayer Thursday, June 11th 5:30 PM — Bingo 7:30 PM — Adult Choir Sunday, June 14th 8:00 AM — Second Sunday Breakfast
	STEWARDSHIP
	“Because there is one bread, we who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread.”   1 Corinthians 10:17
	The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops teaches us (in their pastoral letter on stewardship) that the Eucharistic celebration should lead to works of charity and mutual help. The heart of stewardship is this “Eucharistic stewardship.”

	PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS
	Almighty and eternal God,  in your unfailing love you provide  ministers for your Church.  We pray for those whom you call  to serve the Church of Wilmington  as priests, deacons, and consecrated religious.  Inspire in them a generous response.  Grant them courage  and vision to serve your people.  May their lives and service call your  people to respond to the presence  of your Spirit among us  that, faithful to the Gospel and  hope of Jesus the Christ, we may:  announce glad tidings to the poor,  proclaim liberty to captives,  set prisoners free  and renew the face of the earth. Amen!

	PRAY FOR THE SICK
	Antionette Medeiros, Bernice Gibson, Carrie Spurlock, Christina Lavin, Donald Swanson, Gay Meriggi, Geri Crockett, Jeanne Fitzpatrick, Jim Fedena, Sr., Joe Lichota, John Coleman, Linda Lotsis, Linda & Milton Abrams, Marie McNulty, Mary Knight, Patti Grimes, Patty Keen, Rebecca Henley, Ronald Dumont, Susan Watkins, Thomas Miller, Thomas Spano, Vaughn Whisker.
	If you know someone who should be added to our list, please call the Rectory at 302-764-0325.
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	PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS
	FROM THE DESK OF SR. KATHY

	PARISH AND FAMILY LIFE
	SOCIAL CONCERNS
	CHRISTIAN FORMATION
	GOD’S WORD
	LITURGY
	O.C.I.A. Do you know someone who has asked questions about the Catholic faith or who is considering becoming Catholic? Have you ever invited them to join our parish community?
	The Order of Christian Initiation for Adults (OCIA) is a process developed for those of other faiths who might be considering joining in the Catholic Church. They come from another faith tradition or, on occasion, have not been involved with another faith tradition. The OCIA process allows individuals to ask and receive answers about the Catholic faith and also deepen their relationship with Our Lord. This process is also open to Catholics who have been baptized, but have never celebrated the sacraments of Reconciliation, Eucharist and Confirmation.
	Individuals who have completed this process say that they started this faith journey because of an invitation to “Come and See” from a family member or friend. Often times because of our own example others consider joining the Catholic Church.
	We are preparing to begin our next group of catechumen's and candidates. If you or someone you know are interested in the Catholic faith, contact Deacon Bill Johnston (302-475-6486 ext. 128 or wjohnston@chcparish.org).

	FAITH & CHARITY APPEAL
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	311-June-14-2026-11th-Sunday-in-Ordinary-Time.pdf
	ELEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
	JUNE 14, 2026
	Monday, June 15th 9:00 AM — Rose Marie Turcol Tuesday, June 16th 9:00 AM — Edwin Blevins Wednesday, June 17th 9:00 AM — Mary Minuti                    Living Intention Thursday, June 18th 9:00 AM — Joe Luzzo & Rose Marie Turcol Friday, June 19th 9:00 AM — Anna & John Delfino Saturday, June 20th 9:00 AM — John L. Schultz 5:00 PM — Paul Petrillo Sunday, June 21st 8:00 AM — Father’s Day Novena 10:00 AM — Father’s Day Novena

	THIS WEEK
	Monday, June 15th 6:30 PM — Weekly Walk Tuesday, June 16th 6:30 PM — Open Prayer 7:00 PM — Pastoral Council Thursday, June 18th 5:30 PM — Bingo 7:30 PM — Adult Choir Friday, June 19th Rectory Closed
	STEWARDSHIP
	Next weekend’s second collection will be for Father’s Day Mass Remembrance Thank you for your continued generosity.

	PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS
	PRAY FOR THE SICK
	Antionette Medeiros, Bernice Gibson, Carrie Spurlock, Christina Lavin, Donald Swanson, Gay Meriggi, Geri Crockett, Jeanne Fitzpatrick, Jim Fedena, Sr., Joe Lichota, John Coleman, Linda Lotsis, Linda & Milton Abrams, Marie McNulty, Mary Knight, Patti Grimes, Patty Keen, Rebecca Henley, Ronald Dumont, Susan Watkins, Thomas Miller, Thomas Spano, Vaughn Whisker.
	If you know someone who should be added to our list, please call the Rectory at 302-764-0325.




	PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS
	FROM THE DESK OF THE PASTOR
	CHRISTIAN FORMATION
	GOD’S WORD
	PARISH AND FAMILY LIFE
	SOCIAL CONCERNS
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	LITURGY
	O.C.I.A. Do you know someone who has asked questions about the Catholic faith or who is considering becoming Catholic? Have you ever invited them to join our parish community?
	The Order of Christian Initiation for Adults (OCIA) is a process developed for those of other faiths who might be considering joining in the Catholic Church. They come from another faith tradition or, on occasion, have not been involved with another faith tradition. The OCIA process allows individuals to ask and receive answers about the Catholic faith and also deepen their relationship with Our Lord. This process is also open to Catholics who have been baptized, but have never celebrated the sacraments of Reconciliation, Eucharist and Confirmation.
	Individuals who have completed this process say that they started this faith journey because of an invitation to “Come and See” from a family member or friend. Often times because of our own example others consider joining the Catholic Church.
	We are preparing to begin our next group of catechumen's and candidates. If you or someone you know are interested in the Catholic faith, contact Deacon Bill Johnston (302-475-6486 ext. 128 or wjohnston@chcparish.org).

	FAITH & CHARITY APPEAL
	FAMILY FUN ACTIVITIES
	PARISH INFORMATION

	311-June-21-2026-12th-Sunday-in-Ordinary-Time.pdf
	TWELTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
	JUNE 21, 2026
	Monday, June 22nd 9:00 AM — Father’s Day Novena Tuesday, June 23rd 9:00 AM — Father’s Day Novena Wednesday, June 24th 9:00 AM — Father’s Day Novena Thursday, June 25th 9:00 AM — Father’s Day Novena Friday, June 26th 9:00 AM — Father’s Day Novena Saturday, June 27th 9:00 AM — Father’s Day Novena 5:00 PM — Father’s Day Novena Sunday, June 28th 8:00 AM — Father’s Day Novena 10:00 AM — Father’s Day Novena

	THIS WEEK
	Monday, June 22nd 6:30 PM — Weekly Walk Tuesday, June 23rd 6:30 PM — Open Prayer Thursday, June 25th 5:30 PM — Bingo 7:30 PM — Adult Choir
	STEWARDSHIP
	Next weekend’s second collection will be for Maintenance & Repair Thank you for your continued generosity.

	PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS
	PRAY FOR THE SICK
	Antionette Medeiros, Bernice Gibson, Carrie Spurlock, Christina Lavin, Donald Swanson, Gay Meriggi, Geri Crockett, Jeanne Fitzpatrick, Jim Fedena, Sr., Joe Lichota, John Coleman, Linda Lotsis, Linda & Milton Abrams, Marie McNulty, Mary Knight, Patti Grimes, Patty Keen, Rebecca Henley, Ronald Dumont, Susan Watkins, Thomas Miller, Thomas Spano, Vaughn Whisker.
	If you know someone who should be added to our list, please call the Rectory at 302-764-0325.




	PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS
	FROM THE DESK OF THE PASTOR
	CHRISTIAN FORMATION
	GOD’S WORD
	PARISH AND FAMILY LIFE
	SOCIAL CONCERNS
	LITURGY
	O.C.I.A. Do you know someone who has asked questions about the Catholic faith or who is considering becoming Catholic? Have you ever invited them to join our parish community?
	The Order of Christian Initiation for Adults (OCIA) is a process developed for those of other faiths who might be considering joining in the Catholic Church. They come from another faith tradition or, on occasion, have not been involved with another faith tradition. The OCIA process allows individuals to ask and receive answers about the Catholic faith and also deepen their relationship with Our Lord. This process is also open to Catholics who have been baptized, but have never celebrated the sacraments of Reconciliation, Eucharist and Confirmation.
	Individuals who have completed this process say that they started this faith journey because of an invitation to “Come and See” from a family member or friend. Often times because of our own example others consider joining the Catholic Church.
	We are preparing to begin our next group of catechumen's and candidates. If you or someone you know are interested in the Catholic faith, contact Deacon Bill Johnston (302-475-6486 ext. 128 or wjohnston@chcparish.org).

	FAITH & CHARITY APPEAL
	WEEKLY PUZZLE
	PARISH INFORMATION

	311-June-28-2026-13th-Sunday-in-Ordinary-Time.pdf
	THIRTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
	JUNE 28, 2026
	Monday, June 29th 9:00 AM — Father’s Day Novena Tuesday, June 30th 9:00 AM — William & Eloise Hart Wednesday, July 1st 9:00 AM — Paul Diska                      Living Intention Thursday, July 2nd 9:00 AM — McKenna Locke                           Living Intention Friday, July 3rd 9:00 AM — Michael E. Manley, Sr. Saturday, July 4th 9:00 AM — Paul O. Knight 5:00 PM — Horace & Theresa Wahl Sunday, July 5th 10:00 AM — Eva Zielonka                        Mary Ann Calvo                         Frederick DiCamilla

	THIS WEEK
	Monday, June 29th 6:30 PM — Weekly Walk Tuesday, June 30th 6:30 PM — Open Prayer Thursday, July 2nd 5:30 PM — Bingo 7:30 PM — Adult Choir Friday, July 3rd Rectory Closed
	STEWARDSHIP
	Next weekend’s second collection will be for Maintenance & Repair Thank you for your continued generosity.

	PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS
	PRAY FOR THE SICK
	Antionette Medeiros, Bernice Gibson, Carrie Spurlock, Christina Lavin, Donald Swanson, Gay Meriggi, Geri Crockett, Jeanne Fitzpatrick, Jim Fedena, Sr., Joe Lichota, John Coleman, Linda Lotsis, Linda & Milton Abrams, Marie McNulty, Mary Knight, Patti Grimes, Patty Keen, Rebecca Henley, Ronald Dumont, Susan Watkins, Thomas Miller, Thomas Spano, Vaughn Whisker.
	If you know someone who should be added to our list, please call the Rectory at 302-764-0325.




	PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS
	FROM THE DESK OF THE PASTOR
	INDEPENDENCE DAY MASS SATURDAY, JULY 4TH 9:00 AM JOIN US AS WE BEGIN THIS FESTIVE DAY GIVING THANKS TO ALMIGHTY GOD FOR THE BLESSINGS AND FREEDOMS WE ENJOY EACH DAY.
	FAITH FORMATION
	GOD’S WORD
	PARISH AND FAMILY LIFE
	SOCIAL CONCERNS
	SAVE THE DATE Mark your calendars as we celebrate St. Helena’s 90th Anniversary on Sunday November 22, 2026!! Interested in serving on our Anniversary Committee? Contact Terri Hill, our receptionist, at 302-764-0325 ext. 100. Keep watch for more information coming soon.
	BINGO HELP NEEDED - One of our Thursday night workers is moving to the sunny South. We are looking for someone 2 Thursday nights a month from 7:00 – 10:00 PM to call back numbers of winning cards. No experience needed! If you think you are able to donate some time to this parish event, please email Hummy at hpennell@sainthelenas.org.

	LITURGY
	FAITH & CHARITY APPEAL
	A PRAYER FOR OUR COUNTRY
	PARISH INFORMATION
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	311-July-5-2026-14th-Sunday-in-Ordinary-Time.pdf
	FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
	JULY 5, 2026
	Monday, July 6th 9:00 AM — Pam & Paul Diska                                 Anniversary Tuesday, July 7th 9:00 AM — Benedita Noronha Wednesday, July 8th 9:00 AM — Edwin Blevins Thursday, July 9th 9:00 AM — William Dutton Friday, July 10th 9:00 AM — Warren Burns Saturday, July 11th 9:00 AM — Joseph Stiparo 5:00 PM — Joseph & Mary Ann Vari                                      Anniversary Sunday, July 12th 8:00 AM — People of the Parish 10:00 AM — James Browne, Sr.

	THIS WEEK
	Monday, July 6th 6:30 PM — Weekly Walk Tuesday, July 7th 6:30 PM — Open Prayer 7:00 PM — Executive Council Meeting Thursday, July 9th 5:30 PM — Bingo 7:30 PM — Adult Choir Sunday, July 12th 8:00 AM — Second Sunday Breakfast
	STEWARDSHIP
	Next weekend’s second collection will be for Works of the Holy Father Thank you for your continued generosity.

	PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS
	PRAY FOR THE SICK
	Antionette Medeiros, Bernice Gibson, Carrie Spurlock, Christina Lavin, Donald Swanson, Gay Meriggi, Geri Crockett, Jeanne Fitzpatrick, Jim Fedena, Sr., Joe Lichota, John Coleman, Linda Lotsis, Linda & Milton Abrams, Marie McNulty, Mary Knight, Patti Grimes, Patty Keen, Rebecca Henley, Ronald Dumont, Susan Watkins, Thomas Miller, Thomas Spano, Vaughn Whisker.
	If you know someone who should be added to our list, please call the Rectory at 302-764-0325.




	PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS
	FROM THE DESK OF THE PASTOR
	FAITH FORMATION
	GOD’S WORD
	FOURTEENTH SUNDAY  IN ORDINARY TIME Zechariah 9:9-10 Psalm 145 Romans 8:9, 11-13 Matthew 11:25-30

	PARISH AND FAMILY LIFE
	SOCIAL CONCERNS
	ADVANCE MEDICAL DIRECTIVES: PLANNING FOR YOUR FUTURE Continued...

	LITURGY
	FAITH & CHARITY APPEAL
	We gratefully acknowledge the many who have graciously supported the 2026 Faith and Charity Appeal: Many hands. One Mission. ~ Fifty Years of Hope. Your generosity has allowed our parish to move closer to its goal of $67,933.00. To date, we have $56,870.00 from 145 donors pledged toward our parish goal. This represents achieving 83.71% of our goal.
	If you haven’t made your gift….it’s not too late. Pledge envelopes are available in at each entrance and may be deposited in the offertory collection or dropped off to the parish office. No gift is too small. If every family gives a gift we will reach our goal.
	We remind first givers and those who may not have given in several years that 50% of your gift will be returned to our parish once our goal is accomplished.
	The appeal for fifty years has carried out the Gospel into homes, schools, prisons, shelters, and parishes through ministries such as:
	Serving the poor and vulnerable. Forming our young people in faith. Strengthening marriages and families. Supporting our seminarians and deacons. Expanding the mission of Catholic Charities’ care for the hungry, homeless,  and the brokenhearted. Providing outreach that keeps our parishes vibrant. Sustaining the evangelizing mission of our Catholic schools and The Dialog.
	Join in the mission!!
	Make your gift count.

	A PRAYER FOR OUR COUNTRY
	PARISH INFORMATION
	302-764-0325   fax: 302-764-1068 www.sainthelenas.org Vy Rev. Michael J Carrier, KHS, VF Pastor / Dean ~ Brandywine Deanery mcarrier@sainthelenas.org         Ext 108 Deacon Joseph A. Cilia, Jr jcilia@chcparish.org Deacon William J Johnston, Jr. wjohnston@chcparish.org Sr. Kathy Flood, OSF  Pastoral Associate for Parish Life kflood@sainthelenas.org    Ext 102 Joseph Louden Director of Music 302-593-0495 jlouden@ursuline.org Hummy Pennell Director of Religious Education 302-762-4280 hpennell@sainthelenas.org Carol Ann Plunkett Director of Parish Social Ministry caplunkett@sainthelenas.org   Ext 104 Peggy Kulesza Accountant pkulesza@sainthelenas.org   Ext 101 Terri Hill Parish Receptionist thill@sainthelenas.org     Ext 100 Britney de Ford Communications Coordinator bdeford@sainthelenas.org Charlie Abbott Maintenance cabbott@sainthelenas.org
	Liturgical Schedule Daily Mass:  Monday -Saturday  9 a.m. Sunday Masses: Saturday Vigil  5 p.m.                                    Sunday 8 a.m. & 10 a.m. Confessions: First Fridays after 9 a.m. mass                         Saturday 3:30-4:30 p.m.                         Or by appointment Baptisms: 1st and 3rd Sunday’s at 11:30 a.m.               Contact Sr. Kathy Flood for more information and registration. Weddings: One year preparation.        Contact Sr. Kathy Flood for more information.
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	FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
	JULY 12, 2026
	Monday, July 13th 9:00 AM — Maura Pena Alarcon Tuesday, July 14th 9:00 AM — Pam Diksa Wednesday, July 15th 9:00 AM — Fidelis Kenine Thursday, July 16th 9:00 AM — Severina Rodriguese Friday, July 17th 9:00 AM — Renee’ Muscolino Saturday, July 18th 9:00 AM — Robert DeLuzio 5:00 PM — Sean Michael Locke                       Andrew Dalto Sunday, July 19th 8:00 AM — Father Ed Fahey 10:00 AM — Anastassia & Zisso Lotsis

	THIS WEEK
	Monday, July 13th 6:30 PM — Weekly Walk 7:30 PM — Finance Council Tuesday, July 14th 6:30 PM — Open Prayer Thursday, July 16th 5:30 PM — Bingo 7:30 PM — Adult Choir
	STEWARDSHIP
	PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS
	Almighty and eternal God,  in your unfailing love you provide  ministers for your Church.  We pray for those whom you call  to serve the Church of Wilmington  as priests, deacons, and consecrated religious.  Inspire in them a generous response.  Grant them courage  and vision to serve your people.  May their lives and service call your  people to respond to the presence  of your Spirit among us  that, faithful to the Gospel and  hope of Jesus the Christ, we may:  announce glad tidings to the poor,  proclaim liberty to captives,  set prisoners free  and renew the face of the earth. Amen!

	PRAY FOR THE SICK
	Antionette Medeiros, Bernice Gibson, Carrie Spurlock, Christina Lavin, Donald Swanson, Gay Meriggi, Geri Crockett, Jeanne Fitzpatrick, Jim Fedena, Sr., Joe Lichota, John Coleman, Linda Lotsis, Linda & Milton Abrams, Marie McNulty, Mary Knight, Patti Grimes, Patty Keen, Rebecca Henley, Ronald Dumont, Susan Watkins, Thomas Miller, Thomas Spano, Vaughn Whisker.
	If you know someone who should be added to our list, please call the Rectory at 302-764-0325.
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	PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS
	FROM THE DESK OF THE PASTOR
	soup canned meats bar soap detergent
	To Be Continued next week...


	FAITH FORMATION
	GOD’S WORD
	FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  Isaiah 55:10-11 Psalm 65 Romans 8:18-23 Matthew 13:1-23

	PARISH AND FAMILY LIFE
	SOCIAL CONCERNS
	UNITY: A FIRST PRINCIPLE IN CHRISTIAN CITIZENSHIP
	The following essay is excerpted from the pastoral letter, In Charity and Truth: Toward a Renewed Political Culture. Among the first words of Pope Leo XIV's pontificate was a call for unity-unity in the Church, and unity among the peoples of the earth. Unity is not a strategy; it is grounded in Christ, who prayed that His disciples might be one.  Unity is not uniformity. It is harmony in diversity. It is the recognition that we belong to one another, even when we see the world differently. Unity requires responsibility. It calls us to be united first in faith service, thereby strengthening communion of the Church, while simultaneously working for the good of the communities and nation in which we live. This dual commitment to faith and country does not mean closing our eyes to the flaws of our homeland or pretending that our civic life is free of moral tension. From the beginning, Catholics in this country have wrestled with how to live faithfully in a culture that does not always share or support the Gospel. That struggle continues today, especially in a time when many feel politically homeless and unsure where their faith fits within the current landscape. Part of our pastoral challenge is that many of our people instinctively identify as Americans, or as Democrats or Republicans, before they identify as Catholics. When that happens, the Gospel is easily overshadowed partisanship-or even a rigid ideology that demands more loyalty than the Word of God-and thus our witness becomes fractured. Naming this honestly is not a condemnation but an invitation: an invitation to let our faith shape our civic identity rather than the other way around. The Catholic experience in the United States has always included both gratitude and tension - gratitude for the freedoms we enjoy, and tension when those freedoms are used in ways that wound human dignity. This history also calls us to a necessary vigilance, ensuring that our fundamental freedoms, especially our religious liberty, are never curtailed or compromised. Yet our history also shows that these tensions can be navigated with integrity. Catholics do not need to abandon their faith to participate in public life, nor do they need to abandon public life to remain faithful. Instead, our faith offers the compass we need to walk this path with clarity and hope. Being Catholic in America has never meant uncritical allegiance, nor has it required withdrawal. It means allowing the Gospel to form our conscience, guide our choices, and inspire our commitment to the common good. When we do that, we contribute not only to the unity of the Church but also to the healing and strengthening of our nation, helping it grow into the best version of itself, even when the journey is difficult.
	SAVE THE DATE Mark your calendars as we celebrate St. Helena’s 90th Anniversary on Sunday November 22, 2026!! Interested in serving on our Anniversary Committee? Contact Terri Hill, our receptionist, at 302-764-0325 ext. 100. Keep watch for more information coming soon.
	RETROUVAILLE REDISCOVER THE LOVE IN YOUR MARRIAGE Tens of thousands of couples have healed their marriages through Retrouvaille (pronounced Retro-vy). If you know anyone who could benefit from this program, please pass this on. Couples learn to build communication skills and to increase intimacy. It provides help for marriage problems, difficulties or crises. The next program will be held the weekend of July 31 - August 2, 2026 at the Family Life Center in Malvern, PA. An additional program will be the weekend of October 2 - 4. For more information, or to register, call 215-766-3944 or visit www.MarriageHelpDelVal.org. All inquiries are strictly confidential.
	SAINT MARK’S HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 1976 50th CLASS REUNION Save the date: Sept. 25th, 6-10 p.m.: Saint Mark’s High School Class of 1976 50th Class Reunion, Christiana Hilton. Saint Mark’s is also hosting a Welcome Home Celebration and tour of SMH for Class of 1976 Alumni on Thursday, Sept. 24 from 5:30-7:30p.m. The reunion committee would like to connect with alumni. Contact Patty Curtin White at: patriciacurtin@comcast or PCurtin@christianacareg Or Terri Larson Seeman at: Glennsman@comcast.net (302)893-3479.
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	LITURGY
	FAITH & CHARITY APPEAL
	We gratefully acknowledge the many who have graciously supported the 2026 Faith and Charity Appeal: Many hands. One Mission. ~ Fifty Years of Hope. Your generosity has allowed our parish to move closer to its goal of $67,933.00. To date, we have $56,870.00 from 145 donors pledged toward our parish goal. This represents achieving 83.71% of our goal.
	If you haven’t made your gift….it’s not too late. Pledge envelopes are available in at each entrance and may be deposited in the offertory collection or dropped off to the parish office. No gift is too small. If every family gives a gift we will reach our goal.
	We remind first givers and those who may not have given in several years that 50% of your gift will be returned to our parish once our goal is accomplished.
	The appeal for fifty years has carried out the Gospel into homes, schools, prisons, shelters, and parishes through ministries such as:
	Serving the poor and vulnerable. Forming our young people in faith. Strengthening marriages and families. Supporting our seminarians and deacons. Expanding the mission of Catholic Charities’ care for the hungry, homeless,  and the brokenhearted. Providing outreach that keeps our parishes vibrant. Sustaining the evangelizing mission of our Catholic schools and The Dialog.
	Join in the mission!!
	Make your gift count.

	A PRAYER FOR OUR COUNTRY
	PARISH INFORMATION
	302-764-0325   fax: 302-764-1068 www.sainthelenas.org Vy Rev. Michael J Carrier, KHS, VF Pastor / Dean ~ Brandywine Deanery mcarrier@sainthelenas.org         Ext 108 Deacon Joseph A. Cilia, Jr jcilia@chcparish.org Deacon William J Johnston, Jr. wjohnston@chcparish.org Sr. Kathy Flood, OSF  Pastoral Associate for Parish Life kflood@sainthelenas.org    Ext 102 Joseph Louden Director of Music 302-593-0495 jlouden@ursuline.org Hummy Pennell Director of Religious Education 302-762-4280 hpennell@sainthelenas.org Carol Ann Plunkett Director of Parish Social Ministry caplunkett@sainthelenas.org   Ext 104 Peggy Kulesza Accountant pkulesza@sainthelenas.org   Ext 101 Terri Hill Parish Receptionist thill@sainthelenas.org     Ext 100 Britney de Ford Communications Coordinator bdeford@sainthelenas.org Charlie Abbott Maintenance cabbott@sainthelenas.org
	Liturgical Schedule Daily Mass:  Monday -Saturday  9 a.m. Sunday Masses: Saturday Vigil  5 p.m.                                    Sunday 8 a.m. & 10 a.m. Confessions: First Fridays after 9 a.m. mass                         Saturday 3:30-4:30 p.m.                         Or by appointment Baptisms: 1st and 3rd Sunday’s at 11:30 a.m.               Contact Sr. Kathy Flood for more information and registration. Weddings: One year preparation.        Contact Sr. Kathy Flood for more information.
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	FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
	JULY 12, 2026
	Monday, July 13th 9:00 AM — Maura Pena Alarcon Tuesday, July 14th 9:00 AM — Pam Diksa Wednesday, July 15th 9:00 AM — Fidelis Kenine Thursday, July 16th 9:00 AM — Severina Rodriguese Friday, July 17th 9:00 AM — Renee’ Muscolino Saturday, July 18th 9:00 AM — Robert DeLuzio 5:00 PM — Sean Michael Locke                       Andrew Dalto Sunday, July 19th 8:00 AM — Father Ed Fahey 10:00 AM — Anastassia & Zisso Lotsis

	THIS WEEK
	Monday, July 13th 6:30 PM — Weekly Walk 7:30 PM — Finance Council Tuesday, July 14th 6:30 PM — Open Prayer Thursday, July 16th 5:30 PM — Bingo 7:30 PM — Adult Choir
	STEWARDSHIP
	PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS
	Almighty and eternal God,  in your unfailing love you provide  ministers for your Church.  We pray for those whom you call  to serve the Church of Wilmington  as priests, deacons, and consecrated religious.  Inspire in them a generous response.  Grant them courage  and vision to serve your people.  May their lives and service call your  people to respond to the presence  of your Spirit among us  that, faithful to the Gospel and  hope of Jesus the Christ, we may:  announce glad tidings to the poor,  proclaim liberty to captives,  set prisoners free  and renew the face of the earth. Amen!

	PRAY FOR THE SICK
	Antionette Medeiros, Bernice Gibson, Carrie Spurlock, Christina Lavin, Donald Swanson, Gay Meriggi, Geri Crockett, Jeanne Fitzpatrick, Jim Fedena, Sr., Joe Lichota, John Coleman, Linda Lotsis, Linda & Milton Abrams, Marie McNulty, Mary Knight, Patti Grimes, Patty Keen, Rebecca Henley, Ronald Dumont, Susan Watkins, Thomas Miller, Thomas Spano, Vaughn Whisker.
	If you know someone who should be added to our list, please call the Rectory at 302-764-0325.
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	PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS
	FROM THE DESK OF THE PASTOR
	soup canned meats bar soap detergent
	To Be Continued next week...


	FAITH FORMATION
	GOD’S WORD
	FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  Isaiah 55:10-11 Psalm 65 Romans 8:18-23 Matthew 13:1-23

	PARISH AND FAMILY LIFE
	SOCIAL CONCERNS
	UNITY: A FIRST PRINCIPLE IN CHRISTIAN CITIZENSHIP
	The following essay is excerpted from the pastoral letter, In Charity and Truth: Toward a Renewed Political Culture. Among the first words of Pope Leo XIV's pontificate was a call for unity-unity in the Church, and unity among the peoples of the earth. Unity is not a strategy; it is grounded in Christ, who prayed that His disciples might be one.  Unity is not uniformity. It is harmony in diversity. It is the recognition that we belong to one another, even when we see the world differently. Unity requires responsibility. It calls us to be united first in faith service, thereby strengthening communion of the Church, while simultaneously working for the good of the communities and nation in which we live. This dual commitment to faith and country does not mean closing our eyes to the flaws of our homeland or pretending that our civic life is free of moral tension. From the beginning, Catholics in this country have wrestled with how to live faithfully in a culture that does not always share or support the Gospel. That struggle continues today, especially in a time when many feel politically homeless and unsure where their faith fits within the current landscape. Part of our pastoral challenge is that many of our people instinctively identify as Americans, or as Democrats or Republicans, before they identify as Catholics. When that happens, the Gospel is easily overshadowed partisanship-or even a rigid ideology that demands more loyalty than the Word of God-and thus our witness becomes fractured. Naming this honestly is not a condemnation but an invitation: an invitation to let our faith shape our civic identity rather than the other way around. The Catholic experience in the United States has always included both gratitude and tension - gratitude for the freedoms we enjoy, and tension when those freedoms are used in ways that wound human dignity. This history also calls us to a necessary vigilance, ensuring that our fundamental freedoms, especially our religious liberty, are never curtailed or compromised. Yet our history also shows that these tensions can be navigated with integrity. Catholics do not need to abandon their faith to participate in public life, nor do they need to abandon public life to remain faithful. Instead, our faith offers the compass we need to walk this path with clarity and hope. Being Catholic in America has never meant uncritical allegiance, nor has it required withdrawal. It means allowing the Gospel to form our conscience, guide our choices, and inspire our commitment to the common good. When we do that, we contribute not only to the unity of the Church but also to the healing and strengthening of our nation, helping it grow into the best version of itself, even when the journey is difficult.
	SAVE THE DATE Mark your calendars as we celebrate St. Helena’s 90th Anniversary on Sunday November 22, 2026!! Interested in serving on our Anniversary Committee? Contact Terri Hill, our receptionist, at 302-764-0325 ext. 100. Keep watch for more information coming soon.
	RETROUVAILLE REDISCOVER THE LOVE IN YOUR MARRIAGE Tens of thousands of couples have healed their marriages through Retrouvaille (pronounced Retro-vy). If you know anyone who could benefit from this program, please pass this on. Couples learn to build communication skills and to increase intimacy. It provides help for marriage problems, difficulties or crises. The next program will be held the weekend of July 31 - August 2, 2026 at the Family Life Center in Malvern, PA. An additional program will be the weekend of October 2 - 4. For more information, or to register, call 215-766-3944 or visit www.MarriageHelpDelVal.org. All inquiries are strictly confidential.
	SAINT MARK’S HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 1976 50th CLASS REUNION Save the date: Sept. 25th, 6-10 p.m.: Saint Mark’s High School Class of 1976 50th Class Reunion, Christiana Hilton. Saint Mark’s is also hosting a Welcome Home Celebration and tour of SMH for Class of 1976 Alumni on Thursday, Sept. 24 from 5:30-7:30p.m. The reunion committee would like to connect with alumni. Contact Patty Curtin White at: patriciacurtin@comcast or PCurtin@christianacareg Or Terri Larson Seeman at: Glennsman@comcast.net (302)893-3479.
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	LITURGY
	FAITH & CHARITY APPEAL
	We gratefully acknowledge the many who have graciously supported the 2026 Faith and Charity Appeal: Many hands. One Mission. ~ Fifty Years of Hope. Your generosity has allowed our parish to move closer to its goal of $67,933.00. To date, we have $56,870.00 from 145 donors pledged toward our parish goal. This represents achieving 83.71% of our goal.
	If you haven’t made your gift….it’s not too late. Pledge envelopes are available in at each entrance and may be deposited in the offertory collection or dropped off to the parish office. No gift is too small. If every family gives a gift we will reach our goal.
	We remind first givers and those who may not have given in several years that 50% of your gift will be returned to our parish once our goal is accomplished.
	The appeal for fifty years has carried out the Gospel into homes, schools, prisons, shelters, and parishes through ministries such as:
	Serving the poor and vulnerable. Forming our young people in faith. Strengthening marriages and families. Supporting our seminarians and deacons. Expanding the mission of Catholic Charities’ care for the hungry, homeless,  and the brokenhearted. Providing outreach that keeps our parishes vibrant. Sustaining the evangelizing mission of our Catholic schools and The Dialog.
	Join in the mission!!
	Make your gift count.

	A PRAYER FOR OUR COUNTRY
	PARISH INFORMATION
	302-764-0325   fax: 302-764-1068 www.sainthelenas.org Vy Rev. Michael J Carrier, KHS, VF Pastor / Dean ~ Brandywine Deanery mcarrier@sainthelenas.org         Ext 108 Deacon Joseph A. Cilia, Jr jcilia@chcparish.org Deacon William J Johnston, Jr. wjohnston@chcparish.org Sr. Kathy Flood, OSF  Pastoral Associate for Parish Life kflood@sainthelenas.org    Ext 102 Joseph Louden Director of Music 302-593-0495 jlouden@ursuline.org Hummy Pennell Director of Religious Education 302-762-4280 hpennell@sainthelenas.org Carol Ann Plunkett Director of Parish Social Ministry caplunkett@sainthelenas.org   Ext 104 Peggy Kulesza Accountant pkulesza@sainthelenas.org   Ext 101 Terri Hill Parish Receptionist thill@sainthelenas.org     Ext 100 Britney de Ford Communications Coordinator bdeford@sainthelenas.org Charlie Abbott Maintenance cabbott@sainthelenas.org
	Liturgical Schedule Daily Mass:  Monday -Saturday  9 a.m. Sunday Masses: Saturday Vigil  5 p.m.                                    Sunday 8 a.m. & 10 a.m. Confessions: First Fridays after 9 a.m. mass                         Saturday 3:30-4:30 p.m.                         Or by appointment Baptisms: 1st and 3rd Sunday’s at 11:30 a.m.               Contact Sr. Kathy Flood for more information and registration. Weddings: One year preparation.        Contact Sr. Kathy Flood for more information.
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	SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
	JULY 19, 2026
	Monday, July 20th 9:00 AM — Tony Luzzo Tuesday, July 21st 9:00 AM — Marcella Jacobs Wednesday, July 22nd 9:00 AM — Joseph F. Meriggi Thursday, July 23rd 9:00 AM — William “Bill” Sigmund Friday, July 24th 9:00 AM — George & Artie Blevins Saturday, July 25th 9:00 AM — James Scanlon 5:00 PM — People of the Parish Sunday, July 26th 8:00 AM — Mark Beard 10:00 AM — McKenna Locke                             Living Intention

	THIS WEEK
	Monday, July 20th 6:30 PM — Weekly Walk Tuesday, July 21st 6:30 PM — Open Prayer 7:00 PM — Pastoral Council Thursday, July 23rd 5:30 PM — Bingo 7:30 PM — Adult Choir
	STEWARDSHIP
	Next weekend’s second collection will be for Social Ministry Thank you for your continued generosity.

	PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS
	PRAY FOR THE SICK
	Antionette Medeiros, Bernice Gibson, Carrie Spurlock, Christina Lavin, Donald Swanson, Gay Meriggi, Geri Crockett, Jeanne Fitzpatrick, Jim Fedena, Sr., Joe Lichota, John Coleman, Linda Lotsis, Linda & Milton Abrams, Marie McNulty, Mary Knight, Patti Grimes, Patty Keen, Rebecca Henley, Ronald Dumont, Susan Watkins, Thomas Miller, Thomas Spano, Vaughn Whisker.
	If you know someone who should be added to our list, please call the Rectory at 302-764-0325.




	PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS
	FROM THE DESK OF THE PASTOR
	soup canned meats bar soap detergent

	FAITH FORMATION
	GOD’S WORD
	SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  Wisdom 12:13, 16-19 Psalm 86 Romans 8:26-27 Matthew 13:24-43

	PARISH AND FAMILY LIFE
	SOCIAL CONCERNS
	SAVE THE DATE Mark your calendars as we celebrate St. Helena’s 90th Anniversary on Sunday November 22, 2026!! Interested in serving on our Anniversary Committee? Contact Terri Hill, our receptionist, at 302-764-0325 ext. 100. Keep watch for more information coming soon.
	RETROUVAILLE REDISCOVER THE LOVE IN YOUR MARRIAGE Tens of thousands of couples have healed their marriages through Retrouvaille (pronounced Retro-vy). If you know anyone who could benefit from this program, please pass this on. Couples learn to build communication skills and to increase intimacy. It provides help for marriage problems, difficulties or crises. The next program will be held the weekend of July 31 - August 2, 2026 at the Family Life Center in Malvern, PA. An additional program will be the weekend of October 2 - 4. For more information, or to register, call 215-766-3944 or visit www.MarriageHelpDelVal.org. All inquiries are strictly confidential.
	SAINT MARK’S HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 1976 50th CLASS REUNION Save the date: Sept. 25th, 6-10 p.m.: Saint Mark’s High School Class of 1976 50th Class Reunion, Christiana Hilton. Saint Mark’s is also hosting a Welcome Home Celebration and tour of SMH for Class of 1976 Alumni on Thursday, Sept. 24 from 5:30-7:30p.m. The reunion committee would like to connect with alumni. Contact Patty Curtin White at: patriciacurtin@comcast or PCurtin@christianacareg Or Terri Larson Seeman at: Glennsman@comcast.net (302)893-3479.
	Among the first words of Pope Leo XIV’s pontificate was a call for unity–unity in the Church, and unity among the peoples of the earth. Unity is not a strategy; it is grounded in Christ, who prayed that His disciples might be one. Unity is not uniformity. It is harmony in diversity. It is the recognition that we belong to one another, even when we see the world differently.
	Unity requires responsibility. It calls us to be united first in faith and service, thereby strengthening the communion of the Church, while simultaneously working for the good of the communities and nation in which we live. This dual commitment to faith and country does not mean closing our eyes to the flaws of our homeland or pretending that our civic life is free of moral tension. From the beginning, Catholics in this country have wrestled with how to live faithfully in a culture that does not always share or support the Gospel. That struggle continues today, especially in a time when many feel politically homeless and unsure where their faith fits within the current landscape.
	Part of our pastoral challenge is that many of our people instinctively identify as Americans, or as Democrats or Republicans, before they identify as Catholics. When that happens, the Gospel is easily overshadowed by partisanship–or even a rigid ideology that demands more loyalty than the Word of God–and thus our witness becomes fractured. Naming this honestly is not a condemnation but an invitation: an invitation to let our faith shape our civic identity rather than the other way around.
	The Catholic experience in the United States has always included both gratitude and tension–gratitude for the freedoms we enjoy, and tension when those freedoms are used in ways that wound human dignity. This history also calls us to a necessary vigilance, ensuring that our fundamental freedoms, especially our religious liberty, are never curtailed or compromised. Yet our history also shows that these tensions can be navigated with integrity. Catholics do not need to abandon their faith to participate in public life, nor do they need to abandon public life to remain faithful. Instead, our faith offers the compass we need to walk this path with clarity and hope.
	Being Catholic in America has never meant uncritical allegiance, nor has it required withdrawal. It means allowing the Gospel to form our conscience, guide our choices, and inspire our commitment to the common good. When we do that, we contribute not only to the unity of the Church but also to the healing and strengthening of our nation, helping it grow into the best version of itself, even when the journey is difficult.
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	LITURGY
	FAITH & CHARITY APPEAL
	We gratefully acknowledge the many who have graciously supported the 2026 Faith and Charity Appeal: Many hands. One Mission. ~ Fifty Years of Hope. Your generosity has allowed our parish to move closer to its goal of $67,933.00. To date, we have $56,870.00 from 145 donors pledged toward our parish goal. This represents achieving 83.71% of our goal.
	If you haven’t made your gift….it’s not too late. Pledge envelopes are available in at each entrance and may be deposited in the offertory collection or dropped off to the parish office. No gift is too small. If every family gives a gift we will reach our goal.
	We remind first givers and those who may not have given in several years that 50% of your gift will be returned to our parish once our goal is accomplished.
	The appeal for fifty years has carried out the Gospel into homes, schools, prisons, shelters, and parishes through ministries such as:
	Serving the poor and vulnerable. Forming our young people in faith. Strengthening marriages and families. Supporting our seminarians and deacons. Expanding the mission of Catholic Charities’ care for the hungry, homeless,  and the brokenhearted. Providing outreach that keeps our parishes vibrant. Sustaining the evangelizing mission of our Catholic schools and The Dialog.
	Join in the mission!!
	Make your gift count.

	PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY
	FOOD PANTRY REPORT: Fiscal Year July 2025 to June 2026
	Food Bank Total: 279 original unduplicated count of families served. Each family is only counted once as coming in for the year whether they come once or 12 times.  Last year the number was 185 families, so you can see that the number has increased significantly and has increased every year since 2022.
	The numbers below reflect the number of people in total, adding up each month whether they came in once in the year or every month.
	Total # of adults served: 762 Total # of children served: 408 Total # of people served: 1, 170
	We try to provide enough food for about 3 days or 9 meals. This means that through your generosity and the generosity of the Food Bank of DE, we were able to provide 10, 530 meals this fiscal year through our Food Pantry.
	Not included in this tally are those we helped with food for Thanksgiving and Christmas. That money was provided by you, the good parishioners of St. Helena’s, through separate fund raising.  I especially want to thank Linda and Jim Deeney who put in countless hours to order, pick up the food and organize the food pantry.  We couldn’t do it without you!
	On behalf of the PSM board and myself, I just want to say thank you to all our parishioners for everything that you do to support the food pantry! It is so greatly appreciated, and I wish all God’s blessings to each of you. Enjoy your summer and stay cool!

	PARISH INFORMATION
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	SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
	JULY 26, 2026
	Monday, July 27th 9:00 AM — Father Mark Beard Tuesday, July 28th 9:00 AM — Jacinta Gracias Wednesday, July 29th 9:00 AM — Santano Gracias                                Living Intention Thursday, July 30th 9:00 AM — Jackie Muldowney Friday, July 31st 9:00 AM — Susan Delfino Saturday, August 1st 9:00 AM — Rosemary Maits 5:00 PM — Larry DiSipio, Jr. Sunday, August 2nd 8:00 AM — Richard Dorsey 10:00 AM — Father Mark Beard                         Janice Tigani

	THIS WEEK
	Monday, July 27th 6:30 PM — Weekly Walk Tuesday, July 28th 6:30 PM — Open Prayer Thursday, July 30th 5:30 PM — Bingo 7:30 PM — Adult Choir
	STEWARDSHIP
	Next weekend’s second collection will be for Maintenance & Repair Thank you for your continued generosity.

	PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS
	PRAY FOR THE SICK
	Antionette Medeiros, Bernice Gibson, Carrie Spurlock, Christina Lavin, Donald Swanson, Gay Meriggi, Geri Crockett, Jeanne Fitzpatrick, Jim Fedena, Sr., Joe Lichota, John Coleman, Linda Lotsis, Linda & Milton Abrams, Marie McNulty, Mary Knight, Patti Grimes, Patty Keen, Ronald Dumont, Susan Watkins, Thomas Miller, Vaughn Whisker.
	If you know someone who should be added to our list, please call the Rectory at 302-764-0325.




	PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS
	FROM THE DESK OF THE PASTOR
	WELCOME We welcome you, one and all, to our parish. We welcome all Catholics from the neighboring parishes who find our schedule or our liturgies more suited to their needs. For those of you who regularly attend St. Helena’s but have yet to register, we cordially invite you to do so. Registering can ultimately help us to serve you better each week as well as at those pivotal times such as weddings, baptisms, in times of illness and for funerals. Registering with the parish is quick and easy. Registration forms may be obtained from our parish office or are available from the parish website (www.sainthelenas.org). You may mail your completed registration form or drop it into the collection basket on Sunday.
	Bingo is still in dire need of someone to call back winning games from 7:00 – 10:00 PM two Thursday nights a month. If you would like to volunteer for this very needed and important parish fund-raiser, please email Ms. Hummy at hpennell@sainthelenas.org. We have a great crew! Thanking you in advance for your much needed help.
	The Brandywine Hundred Deanery consists of the parishes of: The Church of the Holy Child, Holy Rosary, Immaculate Heart of Mary, St. Helena, St. Joseph on the Brandywine, St. Mary of the Assumption, St. Mary Magdalen.
	Visit our deanery website: www.brandywinedeanery.org
	To be continued next week……….

	Page 2

	FAITH FORMATION
	GOD’S WORD
	SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY  IN ORDINARY TIME  1 Kings 3:5, 7-12 Psalm 119 Romans 8:28-30 Matthew 13:44-52

	PARISH AND FAMILY LIFE
	SOCIAL CONCERNS
	EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP RECOGNIZING GOD IN YOUR  ORDINARY MOMENTS
	What Is God Asking of You?
	What are you willing to give for the sake of the kingdom of God? Often, we begin a discussion like this with a story or a few leading thoughts. However, if we are to be serious about who we claim to be as Christians, there should be no beating around the bush. The question is not only important for each of us and our relationship with our God, but it should be important for the relationship each of us has with the entire Body of Christ. Like any good team or family, I need you to have my back, and I need to have yours. If one of us is going to lay it on the line and be all in for our faith, then we all need to be as well.
	If only all the Christians of the world felt the same way. In some parts of the world, Christians are still being martyred for their faith. Others must worship underground and avoid the government-led police. Then there are those who seem to take faith for granted, and because little is asked by their friends or parish, they give nothing. It is quite a contrast of situations.
	On this day, it may seem like little is being asked of you and I by God. Is that because we aren’t being asked or because we aren’t listening? If you are counting on me and I am on you, we should figure this out sooner than later. Of course, I suspect we actually do know the answer, don’t we?              — Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS      ©LPi
	FOOD PANTRY We need the following items for our food pantry:
	soup canned meats bar soap detergent
	You can leave the items on the rectory porch.  Thank you so much for your generosity!


	LITURGY
	FAITH & CHARITY APPEAL
	PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY
	FOOD PANTRY REPORT: Fiscal Year July 2025 to June 2026
	Food Bank Total: 279 original unduplicated count of families served. Each family is only counted once as coming in for the year whether they come once or 12 times.  Last year the number was 185 families, so you can see that the number has increased significantly and has increased every year since 2022.
	The numbers below reflect the number of people in total, adding up each month whether they came in once in the year or every month.
	Total # of adults served: 762 Total # of children served: 408 Total # of people served: 1,170
	We try to provide enough food for about 3 days or 9 meals. This means that through your generosity and the generosity of the Food Bank of DE, we were able to provide 10,530 meals this fiscal year through our Food Pantry.
	Not included in this tally are those we helped with food for Thanksgiving and Christmas. That money was provided by you, the good parishioners of St. Helena’s, through separate fund raising.  I especially want to thank Linda and Jim Deeney who put in countless hours to order, pick up the food and organize the food pantry.  We couldn’t do it without you!
	On behalf of the PSM board and myself, I just want to say thank you to all our parishioners for everything that you do to support the food pantry! It is so greatly appreciated, and I wish all God’s blessings to each of you. Enjoy your summer and stay cool!

	PARISH INFORMATION
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	EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
	AUGUST 2, 2026
	Monday, August 3rd 9:00 AM — Thaddeus Marakowski Tuesday, August 4th 9:00 AM — Baptisto & Rosalina Mendes Wednesday, August 5th 9:00 AM — Traci Reagle Thursday, August 6th 9:00 AM — Theresa Kelly Friday, August 7th 9:00 AM — Edward Lewis Saturday, August 8th 9:00 AM — Paul O. Knight 5:00 PM — Larry DiSipio, Jr. Sunday, August 9th 8:00 AM — James Spillan, Sr. 10:00 AM — Judith Goldhahn                         Janice Tigani

	THIS WEEK
	Monday, August 3rd 6:30 PM — Weekly Walk Tuesday, August 4th 3:00 PM — Executive Council Meeting 6:30 PM — Open Prayer Thursday, August 6th 5:30 PM — Bingo Sunday, August 9th 8:00 AM — Second Sunday Breakfast
	STEWARDSHIP
	Next weekend’s second collection will be for Social Ministry Thank you for your continued generosity.

	PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS
	PRAY FOR THE SICK
	Antionette Medeiros, Bernice Gibson, Carrie Spurlock, Christina Lavin, Donald Swanson, Gay Meriggi, Geri Crockett, Jeanne Fitzpatrick, Jim Fedena, Sr., Joe Lichota, John Coleman, Linda Lotsis, Linda & Milton Abrams, Marie McNulty, Mary Knight, Patti Grimes, Patty Keen, Ronald Dumont, Susan Watkins, Thomas Miller, Vaughn Whisker.
	If you know someone who should be added to our list, please call the Rectory at 302-764-0325.




	PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS
	FROM THE DESK OF THE PASTOR
	WELCOME We welcome you, one and all, to our parish. We welcome all Catholics from the neighboring parishes who find our schedule or our liturgies more suited to their needs. For those of you who regularly attend St. Helena’s but have yet to register, we cordially invite you to do so. Registering can ultimately help us to serve you better each week as well as at those pivotal times such as weddings, baptisms, in times of illness and for funerals. Registering with the parish is quick and easy. Registration forms may be obtained from our parish office or are available from the parish website (www.sainthelenas.org). You may mail your completed registration form or drop it into the collection basket on Sunday.
	Bingo is still in dire need of someone to call back winning games from 7:00 – 10:00 PM two Thursday nights a month. If you would like to volunteer for this very needed and important parish fund-raiser, please email Ms. Hummy at hpennell@sainthelenas.org. We have a great crew! Thanking you in advance for your much needed help.
	The Brandywine Hundred Deanery consists of the parishes of: The Church of the Holy Child, Holy Rosary, Immaculate Heart of Mary, St. Helena, St. Joseph on the Brandywine, St. Mary of the Assumption, St. Mary Magdalen.
	Visit our deanery website: www.brandywinedeanery.org
	How committed are you to your Catholic Faith? Continued
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	FAITH FORMATION
	GOD’S WORD
	EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY  IN ORDINARY TIME Isaiah 55:1-3 Psalm 145 Romans 8:35, 37-39 Matthew 14:13-21

	PARISH AND FAMILY LIFE
	SOCIAL CONCERNS
	LION’S EYEGLASS BANK Have you gotten new glasses lately? What have you done with your old ones? Why not help the Lion’s with their Gift of Sight program by donating your used glasses. We have an eye glass bank located in the main vestibule.
	FOOD PANTRY Our Food Pantry cans use the following items:
	canned corn tea bags toilet paper
	You can leave your donations on the rectory porch. Thank you for your continued generosity!

	LITURGY
	FAITH & CHARITY APPEAL
	O.C.I.A. Do you know someone who has asked questions about the Catholic faith or who is considering becoming Catholic? Have you ever invited them to join our parish community?
	The Order of Christian Initiation for Adults (OCIA) is a process developed for those of other faiths who might be considering joining in the Catholic Church. They come from another faith tradition or, on occasion, have not been involved with another faith tradition. The OCIA process allows individuals to ask and receive answers about the Catholic faith and also deepen their relationship with Our Lord. This process is also open to Catholics who have been baptized, but have never celebrated the sacraments of Reconciliation, Eucharist and Confirmation.
	Individuals who have completed this process say that they started this faith journey because of an invitation to “Come and See” from a family member or friend. Often times because of our own example others consider joining the Catholic Church.
	We are preparing to begin our next group of catechumen's and candidates. If you or someone you know are interested in the Catholic faith, contact Deacon Bill Johnston (302-475-6486 ext. 128 or wjohnston@chcparish.org).

	MASS INTENTIONS
	The 2027 Mass Intention Book is about to open! Our book will open on Tuesday August 11th from 10 AM to 4 PM. Please continue to read as our Mass Intention policy has changed.
	The online Mass Intention Requests are NO LONGER being taken. This online process has been removed and will no longer be functioning. We encountered many issues through this process including double booking for intentions and therefore have disabled it. All mass intentions will have to be requested in person. Mass intentions will no longer be accepted by phone, email or letter. In person requests only will be honored.
	In our effort to meet the many requests for mass intentions throughout the year, the following will be implemented when the Mass Intentions Book for 2027 opens. Only three masses for the same intention will be accepted [i.e. mass intention for Joe Smith requested by Sue Smith]. Also, beginning this year to be able to accommodate the many requests for intentions throughout the year, one of our Sunday masses (rotated between the 5 PM, 8 AM and 10 AM) each week will have collective mass intentions [FOUR mass intentions] will be accepted for the particular mass. This year our Mass Intention Book closed in April since we had no remaining intentions available. The collective mass intentions will allow us to meet the continuing requests throughout the year.
	The recommended mass offering is $10.00, if paid by cash or check. If paid by credit card, a $1.00 service fee will be added to each intention to defray the credit card fee paid by the parish to each credit card company or bank.

	PARISH INFORMATION
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