HOLY CROSS PARISH

A PEOPLE CALLED TO LIVE IN FAITH, HOPE & LOVE
April 5, 2026

Parish Office and Staff

626 County Route 22
Middletown, New York 10940

Phone- (845) 355-4439
Fax- (845) 355-4709

Served by the Carmelite Friars
Fr. Mark Zittle, O. Carm., Pastor

Parish Secretary
Mrs. Maureen Waterman
Email: maureenirish57@gmail.com

Office Hours
Monday through Friday: 9am — 1pm

Religious Education
OFFICE HOURS

Sunday 9am-11am,
Monday 9am-4pm
Tuesday 9am-3pm
Wednesday 11am - 7pm

Ms. Nancy Mazany, Director
Email: nancymazany@gmail.com
Mrs. Tara Courtenay, Administrator
Email: Tara32holycross@gmail.com
Phone- (845) 3556255

Music Director

M. Jules Renna
Trustees

Dr. Michael Burns
Mrs. Kathleen Uhrig

Parish Website
www.holycrosscatholicparish.com

Marriages: Parishioners should call the
rectory office at least six months in advance
to schedule an appointment to meet with a
priest to schedule their wedding.

Baptisms: Parents must be registered and
active members of Holy Cross Parish for six
(6 )months prior to scheduling baptism .
Please contact the Parish Office for additional
information.

Annointing of the Sick: Please call the rectory
for those who are gravely ill and need the
sacrament of the sick. For those preparing

for surgery, see Father after Mass in order to
be anointed.

He'Saw and

JOHN 20:8

Easter Sunday of the Resurrectloli of
the Lord

CELEBRATE WITH US...

Saturday Evening Mass: 4:00pm
Sunday Morning Mass: 8:00am & 11:00am

Daily Mass: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 9:00am
Wednesday 7:00pm

Confessions: Saturday before Mass
3:00pm - 3:45pm

Adoration: Friday 6:00am - 1:00pm
Rosary: 1/2 hour before Saturday & Sunday Mass

Holy Days: Check Bulletin



EASTER MONDAY
NO DAILY MASS

Monday, 4/6/26
9:00AM
Tuesday, 4/7/26
9:00AM Geraldine Maher
Wednesday, 4/8/26

7:00pm
Thursday, 4/9/26
7:00pm

Friday, 4/10/26

Parishioners of Holy Cross

Richard Chiulli

NO DAILY MASS
Saturday, 4/11/26
4:00PM Ronald (Ron) Heppes
Sunday 4/12/26

8:00AM The Slanovec Boys

11:00AM Lori Feeley

PRAYER LIST

First Reading

Acts of the Apostles 10:34a,37-43

Peter preaches about Jesus' life, death, and
resurrection.

Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 118:1-2,16-17,22-23
Rejoice in this day of the Lord.

Second Reading

Colossians 3:1-4 or 1 Corinthians 5:6b-8
Colossians: Having been raised by Christ, be
concerned with what is above.

1 Corinthians: Let us celebrate this feast
with new yeast.

Gospel Reading

John 20:1-9

Mary of Magdala finds that the stone has
been removed from Jesus' tomb.

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
EASTER SUNDAY

Sunday: Saint Vincent Ferrer

Monday: Saint Crescencia Hoess
Tuesday: Saint John Baptist de La Salle
Wednesday:Saint Julie Billiart
Thursday: Saint Casilda

Friday: Saint Magdalene of Canossa
Saturday: Saint Stanislaus

Pray for those who are ill or in need of prayers:

Mia Elizabeth Daly
Nelly Santana
Jack Ryan Brooks
Jamie Keens
Diane & Al Fenical
Frank D’Esposito
Lou Curcio

Barry Clark
Tracey Ferraro

Patrick (Pat) McLaughlin Tom De Torres

Edith Biesele
Nicole Calabro
Joseph Costic
Patrick Mahady
Caterina Adel
Gloria Ellington

We are always updating our Prayer List. If any names are to be
added or removed, please contact the Parish Office at

845) 355-4439.

Jake Ramano

Maryann Wesseldine
Joe Geider
John Festa
Angela D’Esposito
Randy Decker
Michael Klem
Jennifer Roussos
Chris Woldeck
Nora Orlowski

Ashley Uske
Derek Hadden
Kristina Dusevic
Frank Ferdinadi
Robert Thomson
Special Intention

for Heather
Amber Halstead

Rosemary McTigue

Helen Smith
Jimmy Faughnan Chris Earl
Joanne & Kenny Michael Reilly

Balzano
Olivia Pawlowski

Lori Haggard
Granville Waterman
Michael LaMarca
Alexandra DeLaMora

"

George Vanacore

PRAYERS FOR THOSE DEFENDING OUR NATION

Please remember especially:

Matthew J. Montesi Pietro Siena

Sean Fitzgerald

Peter Fitzgerald

Ryan P. Hopkins
Christopher M. Hopkins
Andrew Pitt

Alexandrea Enderes

Michael Giannini
Brian Legrow
Karrissa Lazzari Eric Greiner
Gerald John Hopkins
Erick Christerer

Alex Prezioso

Conner Greiner
Joseph Howard
Jared F. Renna

Michael Herrera Noah Pelenski
Ralph Cocco Thomas Denonno
Francis Hernandez Ryan Aldana
Luis Batista Logan Emery

Luke Greiner
Payton Briecke
AJ Aeberli
Frank Hauber
Anthony Sannella
Brian M.Hanson

Daniel Howard Gennaro Bonfiglio
Sean O’Brien Matthew Higby
George Xavier Trautlein Timothy Ganuncio

And let us pray for peace.

If any names are to be added or removed, please contact the
Parish Office at (845) 355-4439.

Please note the Parish Office
will be closed
this Easter Mon., April 6th
There will be no 9am Mass on
Easter Mon., April 6th




HAPPY
EASTER

HE IS RISEN!

Dear Friends in Christ,

Christ is Risen! He is truly risen! To our Church of the Holy Cross Parish family, I extend a
very happy and blessed Easter! May the grace of this holy season and the joy of Christ’s
Resurrection abide in your hearts and homes each and every day.

We somberly began our 40 day journey of Lent on Ash Wednesday with heads marked
with ashes. A visible sign that Jesus died and was buried in a tomb, a place of decay and
dust.

Today, with great joy, we begin our 50 day celebration of Easter with an empty tomb, a sign
Jesus has risen from death to new life. After 40 days of preparation, we now celebrate the 50

day festival of Easter - morning has broken and the light of Christ’s resurrection shines
forth.

Today, we are confronted with an empty tomb that is and will forevermore remain the
source of Christian hope and salvation. And so, we rejoice!

We rejoice and immerse ourselves in this 50 day celebration of Easter. We now see that
darkness, evil and hatred will never have the final word. The resurrection of Jesus proclaims
the ultimate triumph of light over darkness and goodness over evil, both within us and in
our world.

Question is, after our encounter with the empty tomb at Mass this morning, after brunch
this afternoon, will we take time to reflect upon our own acceptance and appropriation of
the Easter mystery?

In moments of despair, hurting, challenge, opportunity - will fear blind us to seeing,
embracing the depth and power of Christ’s resurrection in our lives?

Sadly, human nature being what it is, we tend to prefer short term celebrations rather than
long term observances.

Resurrection, of course, is not about one day’s rising. The resurrection of Jesus Christ is a
daily event that brings freshness and freedom to our lives.

May God bless us with eyes of love to see the resurrection of Jesus Christ as a daily event
that brings newness of life in often unexpected ways.

Happy Easter to you all.

Fr. Mark




Weekly Offertory Update and Mass Attendance

Due to the early transmission of the bulletin for Palm Sunday, March 28th and 29th,
the Weekly Offertory Update and Mass Attendance will be in next week’s bulletin.

OUTREACH MINISTRY/FOOD PANTRY

What a beautiful day to say "Thank you". So many less fortunate in our community have
been helped by our generous parishioners and the many volunteers who donate their time,
resources and efforts on a continued basis. Over 2000 years ago, Jesus said "to feed the
hungry" and with your help, we are still doing that. Thank you. This is also why we
continually collect unexpired canned & dry foods, household cleansers & detergent and
any personal hygiene items via the rack in the narthex of the Church. The Pantry is open
to any that are in need. Thank you.

, MEN’S BIBLE STUDY GROUP
WOMEN. S BIBLE STUPY GROUP The Men’s Bible Study takes place on Wednesdays - -
We are excited to spend time together 7:30-9:00pm in the Meeting Room of the Parish Center.
getting to know our Lord and Savior All men are welcome.
and hope you can join us.

All you’ll need is your bible - writing
utensil and notebook are optional.
The Bible Study takes place on Thursdays - -
7:00-8:30pm in the Meeting Room of the
Parish Center.

PAWT + SiP
THE COLVMBIETTES
¢
Saturday - 4/18/26
THE SACRAMENT OF THE ANOINTING 7-9 PM / Cost: $45
o . . Holy Cross Parish Center
The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is a 626 County Road 22
sacrament of healing, expressing the love of God and Middletown NY 10940
our Church for the sick, especially those unable to join B - s Y
us for Mass or making preparations for surgery. Please Sign-up & ticket sales after weekend Mass
call the parish office for more information - 845-355- through 4/12 or RSVP to 2

4439. columbiettes.aux.16365@gmail.com

*Seating Limited - Reserve you spot today™

In addition to Anointing of the Sick, members of our This is a BYOB event, light
parish family are eager to bring the Eucharist to you! refreshments and snacks will be
Our liturgy does not truly end until it reaches your e
home. Raffle drawing for goodie
baskets and a 50/50.
Cash/ Checks/ Venmo accepted

Checks made to Columbiettes 163y§
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Help and encouragement
qfter the death of a loved one

At aGriefShare group, you'll find understanding,
guidance, relief and a safe place to navigsate the
challenges ofgrief Come join ug

Thursdays 4:30 pm -6:30 pm
fareh 5 - May 28, 2028
St Paul's RC Church
2800 Route 17K
Bullville, WY
Facilitated by Kate Gallagher Carson
For more info, Call: {845) 381-2107

\ griefshare org

REGISTRATION FOR HOLY CROSS PARISH

If you are new to the Parish, we invite you to register
and make this your spiritual home. Registration not
only allows us to accompany you in moments such as
serving as a godparent or preparing for marriage, but
most of all, it is a simple way to become more rooted i
and connected to the life of our parish community.

To register and become a member of Holy Cross
Parish, please visit our website:
holycrosscatholicparish.com and scroll down to
WELCOME TO HOLY CROSS PARISH and simply
click.

We hope you will register and will now consider
becoming involved in the activities of the parish.

hank you for your contmued generosity to the Cardimmal’s Annuaal
ardship Appeal, which supports so many ellforts in the Archdiocese.
his important Appeal provides linancial support to the Seminary,
gling parishes, and retired priests who have served our Archdiocese

thiully. Please consider joining vour lellow parishioners today in

porting the mission ol the Church and changing the hives ol those

d through vour gilt. For those who have already participated we are

so gratelul [or vour generosity.

make a gift, scan the QR code, visit cardinalsappeal.org
orcall 646-F94-3300 rodavy.

c vou for vour consideration and for being loving and generous

stewards of our archdiocese and its mission. God bless.




Hoin Lot

Bar & Grill
845-386-3684
4 Main Street, Otisville, NY

Shaklee

Boov

In Harmony with Nature
www.janetbroda.com
Janet Broda

Independent Shaklee Distributor
mamagirl10950@yahoo.com

845-506-3144

€W€

Casual I, umb Dl a e ul’rul‘kt LY Seining
Offiering a Farm 1o Table Experience and
Pelichous Culsine Created from Our CIAChel s Onner

“OHE

Wnker Huowirs:
Timesdbay Thairsahay 4pim Opim * Frickay Satusday 4pen Kpm
1483 Ronate b, Port Jervis ( Town of Greerville), MY 12771
845 856 7740

anthechianticow

Gray-Parker Funeral Home Inc.

1
ANGEL & SON

PREMIER RAUTO SPAR
80 Wisner Avenue

Middletown NY 10940

Toscane
Italian

Restaurant
Serving The
Freshest Italian
Food in Slate Hill

920 56 # Slae Hill, NY 10973
845- 697 5095

www.toscaneitalian.com

A.C. HOWELL
LAY

HOWELLS, NEw voax

Ao 845'386 1900 Po Box 143
P vy

IOWELL.com %%’ ! Howells, NY 10932

Give us a call
845-344-1897

Wayne Howell
President

Our Family Serving Yours Since 1924
Pre-Planning » SSI/Medicaid-Irrevocable Trusts

: Social Security & Veterans Benefits

® www.grayparkerfuneralhome.com 845-856-5191

100 EAST MAIN STREET, PORT JERVIS, NY 12771

Roof
& 7' Replacement
= = ' 10% OFF
Mention ad
in church
bulletin.

com

.......

ROOFING SIDING * GUTTER

MONROE/MIDDLETOWN

GLASS
845-374-3456
Frameless Shower Doors
Custom Mirrors
Glass Replacement
Tabletops & MORE!
www.Monroeglassmirror.com
6 Bates Gates Rd., New Hampton

WWW. purtafuneralhome com

T.S. PURTA FUNERAL HOMES

& MONUMENTS

Joyce A. Purta, Dir. « Timothy S. Purta, Dir. « Todd S. Purta, Dir.

22 Glenmere Ave., Florida, NY
690 County Rt. 1, Plne Island, NY

845-651-7711
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publishing company, inc,
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M\TIS‘I"IC‘ DANCE CONNECTION

845 703-8119
390 Crystal Run Road Suite 104
Middletown, NY 10941
W: artisticdanceconnection.com
E: info@artisticdanceconnection.com

For Advertising
Information
Contact
Laura Hendrickson
at 845-703-0680

Hudson Valley
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Tree Removal - Landscaping
Stone Work & Paving For Patios

845-346-5582

DonovaN FUNERAL HOME
established 1S5S
Mark F. Johnston ¢ June Cannariato * Cory M. Johnston

Serving the Community
Since 1889

294-6422

82 South Church Street « Goshen

CORP. [

Propane Service - Bulk & Cylinder Delivery
Gas Appliances

resient__ (845) 386-1900 O ‘

www.achowell.com

PR@PAIN]E

Sonny tho
5 Recycling, Inc. &5
== 1815Rt. 284 %-:-:.ﬁ
Slate Hill, NY - 845-355-4811
WE PAY CASH

Iron « Steel « Aluminum

s #WH

B MYNAME

inremembrance of SWNANEAA, Jadephdan
SAMI STOP | ASK | MATCH | INFORM

Brass - Copper
DMV#7106327
+ American
%) Red Cross
Someone Teeds You!
VOLUNTEER

and make a difference.
Join

redcross.org/Volunteer

NP LANDSCAPING

- LAWN MAINTENANCE -
845-672-5135

Mowing ¢ Mulch ¢ Trimming
Garden Maintenance * Minor Tree work

n @NoProblemLandscaping

AIS ©

MALLORY’S
ARMY °®
Foundoation
www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657 | info@mallorysarmy.org
It’s easy to join our mailing list!
Just send your email address by text message:
Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.
ﬂ Message and data rates may apply.

United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...
Don't Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESSI

845-697-5034

O'Connor Medical

URGENTICARE

(845) 672-3017  Mon-Fri 8a-8p
9 Orchard St. Port Jervis, NY Sat/Sun 8a-3p

Fully Insured

PLUMBING?

MIKE KORN, Proprietor

Licensed Master Plumber

PO Box 78, Slate Hill, NY 10973
MAKIITPlumbing@gmail.com
www.makiiiplumbing.com

845-355-2866
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	HOLY CROSS PARISH A PEOPLE CALLED TO LIVE IN FAITH, HOPE & LOVE
	Parish Office and Staff 626 County Route 22 Middletown, New York 10940
	Served by the Carmelite Friars Fr. Mark Zittle, O. Carm., Pastor
	Parish Secretary Mrs. Maureen Waterman Email: maureenirish57@gmail.com
	Office Hours Monday through Friday: 9am – 1pm
	Religious Education
	OFFICE HOURS
	Sunday 9am-11am, Monday 9am-4pm Tuesday 9am-3pm Wednesday 11am - 7pm
	Ms. Nancy Mazany, Director Email: nancymazany@gmail.com Mrs. Tara Courtenay, Administrator Email: Tara32holycross@gmail.com Phone- (845) 355-6255
	Music Director Mr. Jules Renna
	Trustees     Dr. Michael Burns Mrs. Kathleen Uhrig
	Parish Website www.holycrosscatholicparish.com
	Marriages: Parishioners should call the  rectory office at least six months in advance to schedule an appointment to meet with a priest to schedule their wedding.
	Baptisms: Parents must be registered and active members of Holy Cross Parish for six (6)months prior to scheduling baptism . Please contact the Parish Office for additional information.
	Annointing of the Sick: Please call the   rectory for those who are gravely ill and need the   sacrament of the sick. For those preparing for surgery, see Father after Mass in order to be anointed.



	March 22, 2026
	Fifth Sunday of Lent
	Celebrate with us…
	Saturday Evening Mass: 4:00pm
	Sunday Morning Mass: 8:00am & 11:00am
	Daily Mass: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 9:00am
	Wednesday 7:00pm
	Confessions: Saturday before Mass
	3:00pm - 3:45pm
	Adoration: Friday 6:00am - 1:00pm
	Rosary: 1/2 hour before Saturday & Sunday Mass
	Holy Days: Check Bulletin

	PRAYERS FOR THOSE DEFENDING OUR NATION
	Weekly Offertory Update - - MARCH 14 & MARCH 15  Thank you for your generous support!
	Weekly Budgeted Expenses:
	· Sunday Collection 3/14 & 3/15: $4,517.00 · Weshare 3/14 & 3/15: $1,403.00
	Total Income: $5,920.00
	Weekly Budgeted Expenses: $8,054.00 ( - $2,134.0 deficit)

	LENT, HOLY WEEK, AND TRIDUUM
	Simple Soup and Bread 6:00pm-6:45pm followed by Stations of the cross: Fridays during   Lent at 7PM
	TIME OF EASTER VIGIL - The season of Lent culminates with the celebration of the Triduumof the Lord’s Last Supper, Passion, Death, and Resurrection. The Easter Vigil of the Lord’s Resurrection, celebrated on Holy Saturday Night, is not to be scheduled before nightfall (Sacramentary, Easter Vigil, No. 3, i.e. at least half an hour after sunset.) In the Northeast this year, it will occur at 7:23 pm. Therefore, the Holy Cross celebration of the Easter Vigil Mass has been scheduled for April 4th at 8 PM.
	Palm Sunday - The Passion of the Lord (March 29th)  Regular Sunday Mass Schedule
	The Liturgical Services that take place during the Triduum are:  HOLY THURSDAY of the Lord's Supper: April 2nd at 7 PM.  Eucharistic Procession to Chapel of Repose to Follow.
	April 3rd - GOOD FRIDAY- FRIDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD: 3 PM  April 4th - MASS OF THE RESURRECTIO OF THE LORD (Easter Vigil): 8 PM  April 5th - EASTER SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD  Masses: 8 & 11 AM
	WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY GROUP


	NEWS ABOUT COLLECTION ENVELOPES
	THE CATHOLIC FAITH ON DEMAND
	FORMED offers a substantial library of movies, documentaries, and series for Lent and Easter. Key offerings include The Passion of the Christ, The Miracle Maker, and Triduum: A Spiritual Pilgrimage, alongside saint movies (e.g.,  St. Peter, Saint Philip Neri) and specialized series like "The Whole 40" .
	Download Formed today.
	How do parishioners sign up for FORMED with a parish account?
	Signing up for FORMED is quick and easy.
	Just follow the simple instructions below.
	Go to formed.org/signup
	Search for your parish by Zip Code/ Postal   Code.  Click on your parish.
	Register with your name and email address
	Check that email account for a link to begin using FORMED


	4025March29thPalmSun.pdf
	HOLY CROSS PARISH A PEOPLE CALLED TO LIVE IN FAITH, HOPE & LOVE
	Parish Office and Staff 626 County Route 22 Middletown, New York 10940
	Served by the Carmelite Friars Fr. Mark Zittle, O. Carm., Pastor
	Parish Secretary Mrs. Maureen Waterman Email: maureenirish57@gmail.com

	Office Hours Monday through Friday: 9am – 1pm
	Religious Education
	OFFICE HOURS
	Sunday 9am-11am, Monday 9am-4pm Tuesday 9am-3pm Wednesday 11am - 7pm
	Ms. Nancy Mazany, Director Email: nancymazany@gmail.com Mrs. Tara Courtenay, Administrator Email: Tara32holycross@gmail.com Phone- (845) 355-6255
	Music Director Mr. Jules Renna
	Trustees     Dr. Michael Burns Mrs. Kathleen Uhrig
	Parish Website www.holycrosscatholicparish.com
	Marriages: Parishioners should call the  rectory office at least six months in advance to schedule an appointment to meet with a priest to schedule their wedding.
	Baptisms: Parents must be registered and active members of Holy Cross Parish for six (6)months prior to scheduling baptism . Please contact the Parish Office for additional information.
	Annointing of the Sick: Please call the   rectory for those who are gravely ill and need the   sacrament of the sick. For those preparing for surgery, see Father after Mass in order to be anointed.



	March 29, 2026
	Palm Sunday
	Celebrate with us…
	Saturday Evening Mass: 4:00pm
	Sunday Morning Mass: 8:00am & 11:00am
	Daily Mass: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 9:00am
	Wednesday 7:00pm
	Confessions: Saturday before Mass
	3:00pm - 3:45pm
	Adoration: Friday 6:00am - 1:00pm
	Rosary: 1/2 hour before Saturday & Sunday Mass
	Holy Days: Check Bulletin


	PRAYERS FOR THOSE DEFENDING OUR NATION
	What is the Easter Triduum?
	The Liturgical Services that take place during the Triduum are:
	HOLY THURSDAY of the Lord's Supper: April 2nd at 7 PM.  Eucharistic Procession to Chapel of Repose to Follow.
	Weekly Offertory Update - - MARCH 21 & MARCH 22 Thank you for your generous support!
	Weekly Budgeted Expenses:
	· Sunday Collection 3/21 & 3/22: $3,647.00 · Weshare 3/21 & 3/22: $1,058.00
	Total Income: $4,705.00
	Weekly Budgeted Expenses: $8,054.00 ( - $3,349 deficit)
	MASS ATTENDANCE

	LENTEN RECONCILIATION MONDAY - is THIS Monday, March 30th from  2:00 to 4:00 PM and 6:00 to 8:00 PM in the Archdiocese and the Dioceses of Brooklyn  and Rockville Centre, in every parish from the east end of Long Island to the Catskills.

	THE SACRAMENT OF THE ANOINTING
	The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is a sacrament of healing, expressing the love of God and our Church for the sick, especially those unable to join us for Mass or making preparations for surgery. Please call the parish office for more information - 845-355-4439.
	In addition to Anointing of the Sick, members of our parish family are eager to bring the Eucharist to you! Our liturgy does not truly end until it reaches your home.

	FAST AND ASTINENCE
	Good Friday is a day of fast and abstinence
	NEWS ABOUT COLLECTION ENVELOPES
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	HOLY CROSS PARISH A PEOPLE CALLED TO LIVE IN FAITH, HOPE & LOVE
	Parish Office and Staff 626 County Route 22 Middletown, New York 10940
	Served by the Carmelite Friars Fr. Mark Zittle, O. Carm., Pastor
	Office Hours Monday through Friday: 9am – 1pm
	Religious Education
	OFFICE HOURS
	Sunday 9am-11am, Monday 9am-4pm Tuesday 9am-3pm Wednesday 11am - 7pm
	Ms. Nancy Mazany, Director Email: nancymazany@gmail.com Mrs. Tara Courtenay, Administrator Email: Tara32holycross@gmail.com Phone- (845) 355-6255
	Music Director Mr. Jules Renna
	Trustees     Dr. Michael Burns Mrs. Kathleen Uhrig
	Parish Website www.holycrosscatholicparish.com


	April 5, 2026
	Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord
	Celebrate with us…


	PRAYERS FOR THOSE DEFENDING OUR NATION
	Dear Friends in Christ,
	Christ is Risen! He is truly risen! To our Church of the Holy Cross Parish family, I extend a very happy and blessed Easter! May the grace of this holy season and the joy of Christ’s Resurrection abide in your hearts and homes each and every day.
	We somberly began our 40 day journey of Lent on Ash Wednesday with heads marked with ashes. A visible sign that Jesus died and was buried in a tomb, a place of decay and dust.
	Today, with great joy, we begin our 50 day celebration of Easter with an empty tomb, a sign Jesus has risen from death to new life. After 40 days of preparation, we now celebrate the 50 day festival of Easter - morning has broken and the light of Christ’s resurrection shines forth.
	Today, we are confronted with an empty tomb that is and will forevermore remain the source of Christian hope and salvation. And so, we rejoice!
	We rejoice and immerse ourselves in this 50 day celebration of Easter. We now see that darkness, evil and hatred will never have the final word. The resurrection of Jesus proclaims the ultimate triumph of light over darkness and goodness over evil, both within us and in our world.
	Question is, after our encounter with the empty tomb at Mass this morning, after brunch this afternoon, will we take time to reflect upon our own acceptance and appropriation of the Easter mystery?
	In moments of despair, hurting, challenge, opportunity - will fear blind us to seeing, embracing the depth and power of Christ’s resurrection in our lives?
	Sadly, human nature being what it is, we tend to prefer short term celebrations rather than long term observances.
	Resurrection, of course, is not about one day’s rising. The resurrection of Jesus Christ is a daily event that brings freshness and freedom to our lives.
	May God bless us with eyes of love to see the resurrection of Jesus Christ as a daily event that brings newness of life in often unexpected ways.
	Happy Easter to you all.
	Fr. Mark
	Weekly Offertory Update and Mass Attendance Due to the early transmission of the bulletin for Palm Sunday, March 28th and 29th, the Weekly Offertory Update and Mass Attendance will be in next week’s bulletin.
	OUTREACH MINISTRY/FOOD PANTRY
	WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY GROUP
	THE SACRAMENT OF THE ANOINTING


	REGISTRATION FOR HOLY CROSS PARISH
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