Immaculate Conception Church

49 Vreeland Avenue, Hackensack, New Jersey 07601

Immaculate Conception Parish Website: www.icchackensack.com * Email: immcon@verizon.net
Rectory Office: 201-440-2798 * Fax: 201-440-6756 * Religious Education Office: 201-440-2798
Open weekdays from 9:00am to 3:00pm or call for appointment

Parish Staft

Rev. Michael S. P. Trainor,
MDiv, ThM
Pastor

Rev. Brian Muzas
Weekend Assistant

Rev. Michael Otuwurunne
Priest Assistant

Susan Chinchar
Parish Secretary

Marivic Villanueva
Organist

Mission Statement
We, the Parish Community of Immaculate Conception, Hackensack, N.J., believe that the Gospel of Jesus Christ is
of prime importance. We are committed to loving and serving Him by our love and care for all persons, creatures
and the earth, which is our home. We hope to achieve this gospel life by nourishing ourselves deeply with the
Eucharist and living the truth of His Word, so that we are empowered by Christ and the Spirit to embrace all, as we
have been embraced by Jesus.

Liturgical Celebrations Sacrament of Baptism
Saturday Eve: 5:00 pm Parents should meet with the priest prior to baptism.
Sunday: 8:00 am, 10:00 am & 12:00 noon Please call the rectory office.

Sacrament of Holy Matrimony
Couples should contact the parish priest at least one
year in advance.

Monday - Saturday: 8:30 am
Saturday after 8:30 am mass — Our Lady of the
Miraculous Medal Novena Devotions

Parish Membership
Holy Day: 8:30 am, 12:15 pm & 7:00 pm Parish Membershi

If you are not registered officially as a part of the parish

e e family, please do it now at the parish office. You are
Sacrament of Reconciliation :
important to us and hopefully we are to you. Please

Saturday: 4:00 to 4:30 pm notify us of an address change or if you are moving out
of the parish.
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IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH, HACKENSACK, NJ

Apple ran a commercial not long ago called “Behind the Mac — Greatness.” It shows artists and creators,
such as Kendrick Lamar, Billie Eilish, and Lady Gaga, working behind their MacBooks. The narration
says, “There’s a certain kind of person who doesn’t wait for greatness. They make it.” It’s a compelling
message. There’s beauty in using our gifts with passion and purpose. But there lies a hidden weight in
that idea: If you are what you make, what happens when you can’t anymore? When the project fails,
the passion fades, or the spotlight moves on, where is greatness then? Today’s Gospel offers a differing
vision of greatness. Jesus steps into the Jordan River. He hasn’t preached, healed, or performed a single
miracle. Then the heavens open, and the Father speaks: “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well
pleased.” It’s not a reward for success. It’s not earned. Before He does anything “great,” Jesus receives
the greatness of His identity from the Father. And so do you. At your baptism, God said the same thing
over you: “You are my beloved.” That is your true identity, not constructed or earned but received.
When we see ourselves and others this way, everything changes for the better. We discover a greatness
that can never be taken away. This week, reflect on your baptism: look up the date, thank God for it,
pray for those baptized with you, or visit the church where it happened. Let your identity be rooted
there. — Father John Muir

SCRIPTURAL REFLECTIONS ON STEWARDSHIP

%7 PRAYER REQUESTS

That God will relieve their suffering and restore

them to health. Please pray for: Kellie Salata, Kelly
Chinchar, Jessica, Daniel Breslin, Stanley, Joseph
Marrone, Anthony, Michael, Joseph, Jessica Esopo,
Steve, Audra, Bernadette, James Weiss, Baby Ford,
Rosemary Malangone, Elizabeth Malangone, Sue West,
Danny, Colleen Emery, Richard, Joan Russo, Christina
Martin, Mornia Evans, Valerie Valverde, Diana
McGuckin, Manny Scarangella, Cheryl Prinjinski,
Stephen West, Bryan Westfall, Cathy Bruno.

ollection Report

Christmas collection was $5,675.
Sunday, January 4" collection was $1,988.
E-giving was $618.

Your generosity is most needed and greatly appreciated.

“John tried to prevent him, saying, “I need to be
baptized by you, yet you are coming to me?”
The Catholic Catechism states that “Jesus’
immersion in the water is a sign for all human
beings of the need to die to themselves to do
God’s will.” In other words, as baptized
Catholics there is only one gift that we need to
give to Jesus — the gift of ourselves. Surrender
yourself to God, place your trust in Him and
allow the Holy Spirit to work through you for the

greater glory of God.

HOLY HOUR
First Friday Holy Hour is suspended for
January & February. Next Holy Hour is
Friday, March 6t from 6:30-7:30 pm.

2025 Contribution Reports

are being prepared. If you received
one last year, we will automatically
prepare one for you this year. If you
need one this year and you use the envelopes, just
call the rectory and we will prepare one for you. If
you use Online Giving, you should receive an email
from them or you can log into your account and
print one out.
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After Jesus was baptized, he came up from the water
and behold, the heavens were opened for him, and he
saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and
coming upon him. And a voice came from the heavens,
saying, "This is my beloved Son, with whom | am well
pleased." - Mt 3:16-17




THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

This weekend we celebrate the baptism of the Lord. My future nephew in law was not baptized a
Catholic as a baby and as he and his fiancée — my niece - were visiting me in preparing to get
married he inquired about becoming a Catholic. When I told him that I could and would be able to
make him a Catholic, he was thrilled. He has not stopped talking about it and he invited his family
to be in attendance. I think he may even be secretly more excited about this than he is over his
upcoming wedding. This had me thinking, my brothers and sisters, what about us? Most of us were
probably baptized as infants so we don’t remember the day itself, but do we ever think about what
it means to be baptized? What it means to be a Catholic? Do we get excited about it? We should,
for it was a great gift given to us, it has cleansed us from our sins. It has enrolled us in the ONE
TRUE faith, which means we have a better chance of getting into heaven (do not misread this for
it does not mean only Catholics go to heaven but it does mean the odds are in our favor). It is the
gift that just keeps giving if we follow the faith we have been given. As we celebrate the baptism of
the Lord let us celebrate our own baptism and the wonderful gift we have been given.

God Bless you and have a wonderful week, Fr. Michael
B ot i a0 a0 o N B I S S S S o 0 o o o e e S

PRACTICING CATHOLIC
RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE
By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman www.icchackensack.com
When Jesus Wades In . ey ’
Usually, when God comes to us, we aren’t ready. We think g)a},i SFI G,] vin g

we are. Like John the Baptist, we stand in our waters of
baptism, certain of our mission. We know how it’s going to
go. We know what’s going to be asked of us. We’re sure of
it. Christ wades into the waters. And He screws up all our
plans. To be clear, I don’t think John the Baptist lacks faith
when he balks at the idea of baptizing Jesus. I think it is, in
fact, a testament to his humility. But whatever motivated

—8IGN UP FOR ELECTRONIC GIVING-

for parish information including
upcoming events, hymns, sign up for
electronic giving, our weekly bulletin
and more!

John’s actions, he is — if even for a brief moment —
hesitating to do the will of God. Just a few chapters after
this in the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus will acknowledge that
John is the greatest person “born of women” — with the

§ »MNlass Intentions

caveat that even he is not perfect enough for the Kingdom
of Heaven. Not yet. Jesus didn’t give John an explanation
as the two stood in the River Jordan. He merely said, “Allow
it for now.” John could have resisted further, demanding to
understand why. He could have grown suspicious at the
simplicity of Jesus’ answer, at the strangeness of this
request. He could have clung desperately to his version of
How Things Are Supposed To Be, and in doing so, fostered
doubt in his heart. He could have even stormed off,
confused and angry. He did none of these things, because
John is, as Jesus says, the greatest born of women. When
the Holy Spirit descends and the voice of God declares,
“This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased,” he
is referring, of course, to Jesus. But I think He would say
the same of John the Baptist — and of all those who
welcome Jesus into the waters, ready to do as He bids.
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If you have not paid for your 2026 repeat
Masses, you can put payment in the collection
basket any Sunday or you can mail a check to
the rectory. Please mark the envelope "2026
Masses" or you can pay at the rectory any
weekday between 9am-3pm. If you normally
get a list of your masses from the office, those
will be going out shortly. If you do not want
your masses repeated, please contact the
rectory.

BAPTISMerw:LORD



JANUARY 11, 2026

Calendar of Evenks N “‘:T‘u:é MASS
=4

Sunday, January 18th §E ¥ INTENTIONS
No FAITH FORMATION CILASS

MONDAY, JANUARY 12, 2026

Monday, January 19" 8:30 Annv. Adelgunde Marshall
MARTIN LUTHER KING JR HOLIDAY By the Family

Rectory Office will be closed

TUESDAY, JANUARY 13, 2026
8:30 Annv. Joseph Vicenzotti

By Joan Vicenzotti

Weekend of January 24th/25th
Second Collection for the Archdiocese
Communicating God’s Word

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14, 2026

8:30 Tante, Leo, Rolly & Alan Catral
By Paz & Federico Camacho

Sunday, February 15T
Rosary Society to recite the Rosary

immediately following the 10am mass.
All are welcome.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 15, 2026
8:30 Annv. Marian DeMeo
Recycle Old Ink and Toner Cartridges By Maryann Eckel
There is a receptacle on the table in the back of
church for the small cartridges. Large ones can be left FRIDAY. JANUARY 16. 2026
under the table. If you have a bunch, please call the ) .
rectory and we can arrange to meet you at the garage 8:30 Porfiero .P lres
doors and we can put them in the garage instead of By the Family
you lugging them into the church.

~ SATURDAY, JANUARY 17, 2026
ﬂeaqua L A(Wééli 8:30 James Turk

By Mary Turk & Jennifer O’Connor
Week of January 11, 2026

Mon: 1 Sm 1:1-8/Ps 116:12-13, 14-17, 18-19/Mk 1:14-20 5:00 pm Paul Stendardi
Tues: 1 Sm 1:9-20/1 Sam 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd/Mk 1:21-28 By the Family

Wed: 1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20/Ps 40:2 and 5, 7-8a, 8b-9, 10/Mk 1:29-39

Thurs: 1 Sm4:1-11/Ps 44:10-11, 14-15, 24-25/Mk 1:40-45

Fri: 1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a/Ps 89:16-17, 18-19/Mk 2:1-12 SUNDAY, JANUARY 18, 2026

Sat: 1 Sm 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1a/Ps 21:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/Mk 2:13-17 8:00 For the People ofthe Parish

Sun: Is 49:3, 5-6/Ps 40:2 and 4, 7-8, 8-9, 10/1 Cor 1:1-3/Jn 1:29-34
10:00 Rev. Gerard Graziano

E . . s i
e

12:00 Annv. Eugene DiGenio
By the Family

Please support the advertisers

on the back cover.
They make our bulletin possible!!
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LA Mallorys Army Foundation
+ American f United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...
%/ RedCross Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!

. . . www.MallorysArmy.com « (973) 440-8657 . info@mallorysarmy.org
Make a Difference in Your Community It's easy to join our mailing list! Just send your email address by text message:

V L U N T E E R Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started. K1 Messageand datarates may appy.

with the American Red Cross

Join today at redcross.org/Volunteer

support our AdvertiSer5!

SHOP LOCAL * EAT LOCAL ¢ ENJOY LOCAL

OUR SPONSORS & OUR COMMUNITY

S
Sponsors can . ANYONE in the

offer promotioni,\ - H community, not only

discounts and/or Parishioners, can access
m Uup-to-date contact E R realtitqe offers from their

information to the ..  favorite sponsors

.
\

ENTIRE community to save, share & support

Chris Camizzi
Church Bulletin Representative
I’m here to help your business

be noticed! Fudeg”ABER [H]
Advertise your business in the
Church Bulletin

* In print, online and interactive app

* Reaches parish families and

e e visitors each week
ccamizzi@jppc.net

201-315-3840
www.jppcadvertising.com

* Constant presence keeps a strong
link between you and customers

* Well-read publication - a trusted

source
’ , JOHN PATRICK « Affordable Advertising - local,
j publishing company, inc. targeted to community

597 Immaculate Conception - Hackensack, NJ (i) John Patrick Publishing Company 800-333-3166 www.jppc.net




G. THOMAS

eritile

FUNERAL SERVICE

G. THOMAS GENTILE, SR., OW NER DIRECTOR - N.J. Lic. No. 3033 397 Union Street
JOSEPH GENTILE, MANAGER - N.J. Lic. No. 4279 Hackensack NJ
pd

VINCENT CABRERA, DIRECTOR (Se habla Espanol ) - N.J. Lic. No. 5078
Our Family Proudly Serving Your Family With a 487-1010 - 342-0017

Tradition of Trust, Comfort, Understanding and Experience. FAX: 487-0008

catholicmaich’
N St ion New Jersey

Electrical Services for the

Transportation Sector 3
973_777_4&72 «973-777-4822 Catholic MQtCh.Com/dCﬂeNJ

e B & W BAKERY
\ - R R 5% 614 Main Street Hackensack, NJ 07601 The Place

D E S T I N o3 ?’\ % Home of the Famous Heavy Crumb Cake People Chat About

AUTO PARTS Specializing in Party and Wedding Cakes 515 Essex Street,

Luis & Claudia Proprietors | J* 201-342-5577 + 201-342-5383 [TV OSSPy LY
All Makes & Models o Sl ' Tuesday-Saturday 6:30am-6:00pm | Sunday 6:30am-3:00pm 201 .820.4033

74 Myer St., Hackensack, NJ
201-880-1001 a
2186 Amsterdam Ave,, NY, NY AS K # W H AT S Ja
212-740-6851
luis@destinautoparts.com N A hﬂ E
Hablamos Espariol

410 Eagle Rock Ave,
West Orange, NJ 07052

973.736.1989

www.chitchatdiner.com

Steven L. Koestner, Pres., NJ-PE. & L.S., NY-L.S. in remembrance of dmﬂémm \'\'

info@koestnerassociates.com « Discrimination
KOESTNER ASSOCIATES ROBERTWISNIEWSKIPL,  (ATiopvens

Professional Engineers & Surveyors — Attorneys at Law — / JStSehtieeie
Since 1914 S TO P | A S K Take Back What iis Rightfully Yours! 4 SIS MENPPEISY

« Employer Retaliation

www.koestnerassociates.com

201-342-6264 MATCH | INFORM Pbipd iy
61 Hudson St., Hackensack, NJ 07601 Www.rwapc.com

Hackensack
50 great years of serving you.

201-488-7777 » https:/lwww.toyotaofhackensack.cm
ROOFING - CHIMNEYS

s, ’ MASONRY - GUTTERS - DECK REPAIR
Spect:um We Find & Fix Leaks! E"S'.'l'.i"o'ﬁ'"o"l':'l':"i

for Living
= Any New Roof Repl t
Gl i '%\ Lo
for Families k\ i o i
+ 20% OFF |
For your loved one ROYAL PRO i ICI"V R°°kah"?"z)§§:'|g;r§ :
¢ asonr epair
to experience the full richness l:llllS'I'Illll:Tl ON SRS YIARTTOIIITL :
that life has to offer. Family Owned/Operated -« Lic. #13VH0934200
Bonded & Insured « 20+ Years

oo §[6]in 732-589-9967 Sewins A of Tow firscy

597 Immaculate Conception - Hackensack, NJ (b) John Patrick Publishing Company 800-333-3166 | www.jppc.net
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