
SAINT JOHN THE EVANGELIST CHURCH 
 

833 Main Street, Agawam, MA  01001 
sje.information@gmail.com | Phone: 413-786-8105  

MARCH 8, 2026 

THIRD  SUNDAY OF LENT  

 Saint John the Evangelist Parish Staff  

Provisional Priest: Father Michael Kokoszka 
m.kokoszka@diospringfield.org  

Parish Manager: Deacon Dave Picard 
sje.deacon@gmail.com 

Operations Manager: Andreana Perkins 
sje.operationsmanager@gmail.com 
Secretary: Madonna Burke Quinn 

sje.parishsecretary@gmail.com 
Reception Volunteers:  

Mikie Cook, Shirley Cusluski,    
Lynn Santanella, Mary Talarico 
sje.volunteer8105@gmail.com 

Director of Religious Education: Roxanne Casiello  
sje.religiouseducation@gmail.com 

Director of “In the Beginning”  
Pre-School Ministry: Claire Riberdy 

sje.inthebeginning@gmail.com 
Pre-School Teachers:  

Mary Boulrice, Isabel Dunn, Lisa Lemire 
Director of Music Ministry: Isabella Manning 

sje.musicdirector@gmail.com 
Maintenance Supervisor: Beth Thomas 

sje.maintenance@gmail.com 
Maintenance Assistant: Andy Dean 
Child Advocate: Mary Beth Swindell 

Private Line: (860) 386-6009 

DAILY MASS SCHEDULE 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, and  

First Saturday:8:00 am 
Wednesday:6:00 pm 

 

ADORATION: Wednesday, 12:00-5:45 pm 

 
CONFESSIONS:  

Wednesday 4:30 to 5:30 pm  
Saturday, 2:45-3:50 pm   

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday-Thursday -  9:00 am - 3:00 pm 

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE 

Saturday: 4:00 pm 

Sunday: 8:00 am & 10:30 am 

Sacrament of the Sick: Please call the 

parish office. 



Weekly  Scripture Discussion,  Lectio Divina, Coffee and Pastry 
Offered Sunday and Tuesday 9 to 10 AM  

during Lent 

with Deacon Dave Picard 

Father Joyce Room, Parish Center  

March 9, 2026, 7:00 PM -
 March 11, 2026 

Parish Mission, Springfield 
All are welcome to a Parish Mission at Holy Cross Parish, 

221 Plumtree Road in Springfield.  
The 3 day mission will be held Monday, March 9 - 

Wednesday March 11, at 7pm.  
Entitled On the Road: Walking through the Gospels and 

through Life, the Mission will be given by Brother 
Michael Moran, C.P. from the Holy Family Passionist 

Retreat Center in West Hartford, CT.  
Please call 413-364-9553 with any questions. 

Monday, March 9, 2026, 6:15 PM 

Join us at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, 

Springfield, for a special  

Lenten Evening of Prayer.  
Confessions will be available from 6:15 - 6:45 pm, Mass will be 

celebrated at 7:00.  After Mass, the Sacrament of the 

Anointing of the Sick will be offered individually. 

Refreshments will follow at 8:00 p.m. in the Center.  

Sponsored by the Spiritual Life Committee and the Women’s 

Guild.  All are welcome. 

Stations of the Cross celebrated each Friday at 6:30 

during Lent.   

Please remember in your prayers: 
Please pray for the sick and dying of our parish. Remember all those who are hospitalized, those in nursing homes, and those who 
are homebound. Pray for the hungry, the unemployed, and the under-employed. Pray for an end to abortion and a true respect for 
all life from conception to natural death. Pray for peace.  We pray for all those who have died and all of the deceased members of 

our parish and diocese.   

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord.  And let perpetual light shine upon them.   

May they rest in peace. Amen.  

May their souls, and all the souls of the faithful departed through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 

IN MY MOTHER’S ARMS PRAYERLINE:  

If you have a serious intention for which you need prayers, please call: 

Pat (786-3023) or Mary (786-9671) . 

Rosaries and prayers are offered for your intentions.  
Interested in becoming a prayer partner?  Please call Pat or Mary.  

Altar Servers  

               Consider joining this important ministry.  

Men of any age who are interested in becoming an 

altar server should call the Parish Office for further 

information.    

https://diospringfield.org/events/parish-mission-springfield


Pray a Rosary for those who are alone, 
forgotten, and have no one to pray for them, 

both on earth and in Purgatory. 

 

 

 

 

Readings for the Week  

 

 
 

Monday 2 Kgs 5:1-15 42:2, 3; 43:3, 4 Lk 4:24-30 
Tuesday Dn 3:25, 34-43 Ps 25:4--9 Mt 18:21-35 

Wednesday Dt 4:1, 5-9 Ps 147:12-20 Mt 5:17-19 
Thursday Jer 7:23-28 Ps 95:1-2, 6-9 Lk 11:14-23 

Friday Hos 14:2-10 Ps 81:6-11, 14 and 17 Mk 12:28-34 
Saturday Hos 6:1-6 Ps 51:3-4, 18-21 Lk 18:9-14 

Sunday 1 Sm 16:1, 6-7, 10-13 Ps 23: 1-6 Eph 5:8-14 

 Jn 9:1-41 or Jn 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38  

Saturday, March 7, 2026 First Saturday 
Saint Perpetua and Saint Felicity      
8:00 am-Richard and Theresa Menard 

Requested by: Cecile Fragoso 
4:00 pm Intentions on the SJE Prayer Line  
Requested by: the Prayer Line 

Sunday, March 8, 2026 3rd Sunday of 
Lent   
8:00 am– For the People of Saint John the 
Evangelist Parish

10:30 am–  Peter and Natalie Szarek 
Requested by: their daughter Bunny Rueli  
Sanctuary Lamp: Alan Carmel   
Requested by: his mother and family 
Monday, March 9, 2026 St. Francis of Rome     

8:00 am– Robert Stack, Sr.        
Requested by: his wife, Melanie   
Tuesday, March 10, 2026   

8:00 am Eileen and Peter Brady   

Requested by: their Aunt  

Wednesday, March 11 2026  

6:00 pm– Mike McCallion   

Requested by: Santanella Family    

Thursday, March 12, 2026                    

8:00 am–  Victoria Lapa                        

Requested by:  her daughter Diane   

Friday,  March 13, 2026  

8:00 am— Charles Maniscalchi 

13th Anniversary 

Requested by: his daughter, Diane       

6:30 pm-Stations of the Cross   

Saturday, March 14, 2026       
4:00 pm –Earl and Barbara Rivers  
Requested by: sons Russell, Gary and family 

Sunday, March 15, 2026 4th Sunday of 
Lent   
8:00 am– Sid Harvey 18th Anniversary 
Requested by:  his loving family 
10:30 am– For the People of Saint John the 
Evangelist Parish   
Sanctuary Lamp: David Jasiewicz   17th 
Anniversary     
Requested by: his sister, Lois  

 

Coffee Hour After the 10:30 Mass  

Sunday, March 8, 

Father Joyce Room 

All are welcome!   

Act of Consecration to Saint Joseph 
O dearest St. Joseph, I consecrate myself to your 

honor, and give myself to you, that you may always 

be my father, my protector and my guide in the way 

of salvation. Obtain for me a greater purity of heart 

and fervent love of the interior life. After your 

example, may I do all of my actions for the greater 

glory of God, in union with the Divine Heart of Jesus 

and the Immaculate Heart of Mary. O Blessed St. 

Joseph, pray for me that I may share in the peace 

and joy of your  holy death. Amen.    

 

 



      The Rite of Election and Call to Continuing Conversion was held on Sunday, February 22, 2026, at St.  Michael’s 
Cathedral in Springfield. The event marked a pivotal moment in the spiritual journey of 150 soon-to-be Catholics, 
including 59 catechumens (unbaptized individuals) and 93 candidates (baptized Christians seeking full communion 
with the Catholic Church).  
       Catechumens were formally presented and enrolled in the Book of the Elect by Bishop William D. Byrne, who 
affirmed their readiness to receive the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist at the Easter Vigil on April 
4,  2026 .  
       Candidates participated in the Call to Continuing Conversion, reaffirming their commitment to the Catholic faith 
and preparing to complete their initiation through Confirmation and First Communion. The celebration emphasized 
the Church’s role in "choosing" those who are spiritually prepared, not based on personal decision alone, but as a 
response to God’s call through the Church.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Members of the SJE OCIA  pictured at the Cathedral on February 22 are (left to right)  DaleMarie Breault (OCIA instructor), Lilly 

Garcia, Jessica Rex, Chloe Anderson,  Bishop William Byrne,  Tia Booska, Tiffany Booska, Brenda Santinello, and Vincent Chriscola .   

St. Mary’s High School Drama Club Presents Disney’s  
The Little Mermaid 

Join us as our talented students bring the beloved story of Ariel and her underwater friends to life!  
This family-friendly production features memorable songs, vibrant costumes, and an inspiring message 

about courage, love, and finding your voice. 
Performances will be held March 12th-14th at 7PM at St. Mary’s High School in Westfield. We invite your 

parish community to come support our students and enjoy a wonderful evening of theater. 
For ticket information please visit www.stmsaintshs.org    

LOCAL AUTHOR AT C.W.C. MARCH MEETING 
 

Feeding Hills author, Judy Cosby, will be the guest speaker at the March 9, 2026, of the CATHOLIC WOMEN'S 
CLUB. Refreshments will begin the evening at 6:30, in the Fr. Joyce Room of the parish center.  

At 7:00, the club's monthly business meeting will take place after which Judy will speak. 
Judy has been writing since her college days in 1980 at American International College. The first of her 

3  spiritual memoirs, THREADS, was self-published in 2018. She continues to write but has transitioned in 
2023 to historical paranormal fiction with her book THE ATTACHMENT.  

Her books will be available for purchase and signing after her talk.  
 

All Catholic women are invited to join the club members for this enlightening evening. 

http://www.stmsaintshs.org/


 

The Last Seven Sayings of Jesus from the Cross   
Lenten Senior Retreat Day with Friar Edgar Varela 

  
A Lenten Retreat will be held on Thursday, March 19, 2026 from 9:00 a.m.  to 3:00 p.m. at the Jericho 

Celebration Center located at 537 Northampton St., Holyoke, MA.  

The day begins at 8:00 a.m. with registration, pastries, coffee, and time for meeting new friends. The program 

begins at 9:00 a.m. and includes Friar Varela's presentation, time for adoration, confession, and quiet time. 

Lunch will be served at the Summit View; the day ends with Mass. The retreat is sponsored by the Disciples 

of Mary Women of Grace. The cost is $25.00 and includes the lunch at Hamel's Summit View.  To register, 

send a check for $25.00 made payable to and send to: Disciples of Mary, 537 Northampton St., Holyoke, MA  

For more information call 413-452-0511 or email: disciplesofmary@diosprigfield.org . 

   Friday Fish Fry Faith on Fire Fundraiser  

The Knights of Columbus #5585 offers the Lenten dinners at Sacred Heart Church, Feeding Hills each Friday from 5-7 
pm ending March 27. The dinner is $18 (baked fish, French fries, cole-slaw, dessert and drink). 

During the dinners, Faith on Fire has two fundraisers taking place.  Tickets for raffle baskets are $1 per ticket or 6 
tickets for $5. The winners will be drawn on the last dinner night, 3/27 at 6:45 pm.  Winners are not required to be 
present. The second is the September prize calendar.  Calendars are sold for $15 each or three for $25.  The daily prize 
will be minimally valued at $50.  Every entrant has the opportunity to win on more than one day. Drawings for the 
winners begins the first day of September 2026 thru the end of September.  Winners will be notified daily. 

Saint John the Evangelist Parish  
Men’s Retreat   

 
The retreat begins Friday, May 1, 2026 

with registration from 6 to 8 PM.   
The retreat concludes at noon,  

Sunday, May 3.  
 

Private Prayer, Group Meditation,  

Celebration of the Eucharist,  Confession, 

Spiritual Direction,  

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

Rest and Renewal 

at Holy Family Passionist Retreat Center 

West Hartford, CT 

Additional details available at: Holy FamilyRetreat.org  

mailto:disciplesofmary@diosprigfield.org


PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 

We are a Roman Catholic community inspired by the Holy Spirit 

to follow the example of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ by 

sharing, growing and spreading God the Father’s love through 

our parish ministries, and by coming together as a community in 

meaningful prayer and worship to celebrate that love. 

We are happy to visit with the homebound. If you or a 
loved one would like a home visit, Holy Communion, or 
the Anointing of the Sick, please call the parish office.     

In the event of a pastoral emergency outside of office 
hours, call 413-786-8105 x 118 

"Your Father who sees in secret will repay you."  

(Matthew 6:6) 

As we begin Lent, we’re called to pray deeply and follow 

God’s will. Priesthood, consecrated life, and holy matrimony 

all require hidden acts of love and sacrifice. Which vocation 

is God whispering to your heart?   

Talk to your priest or reach out to the Vocation Office at 

(413) 452-0816 or via email: vocations@diospringfield.org 

 

 
 

Wish List Parish Cupboard, 
Springfield 

Jelly 
Pancake mix 
Condiments 

Canned meats 
Cake mixes 

Canned Meals 
Pasta and Sauce 

Toothpaste and Deodorant 
 

Thank you in advance! 

Donations collected at each church 
entrance.  

Books  for your Lenten Spiritual Journey 

available in the Parish Center Office  

The Soul of the Apostolate  

 Jean Baptiste Chautard, OSC 

On Union with God  

Saint Albert the Great 

Life of Christ in the Mass 

Saint Vincent Ferrer, OP  

Copies $6 each 

 



 

Introducing Our New 

Parish Website 

We are excited to announce the launch of our new 

parish website! The updated site offers a fresh look 

and makes it easier to find important information about 

Mass times, parish events, ministries, Religious 

Education, and more. 

We invite you to visit the website and explore all it has 

to offer. It will be a helpful resource for staying 

connected with parish life and growing in faith. 

Visit us at: https://www.stjohntheevangelist-

rcc.org/ 

We hope this new website will better serve our parish 
community and keep everyone informed and engaged. 

 



Parish Events   

Saturday, March 7   
8:30 am –10:30 am OCIA (FJR)  
8:30 am                   SJE Catholic Men’s Group (PC-3) 
Sunday, March 8   
8:00 am                  Take and Eat (kitchen and gym)   
9:00 am                   Scripture Discussion/Lectio Divina        
                               (FJR)  
9:00 am                   Religious Education Classes  
                               Pre-K to 7th grade (lower church) 
11:30 am                 Coffee Social Hour   
                               (kitchen and FJR) 
6:00 pm                   Religious Education Classes  
                               8th grade (lower church)              
                               Confirmation (FJR)    
6:00pm –9:00 pm    Boy Scouts (PC-3)    
Monday, March 9 
9:00 am                  Church Cleaning  
4:00 pm                  Basketball (gym)   
5:00 pm                  Catholic Women’s Club (kitchen and  
                              FJR)  
6:30 pm                  Spiritual Life Commission     
                              Meeting (Conference Room)  
Tuesday, March 10   

Travel Group-Parking All Day  
9:00 am                  Scripture Discussion/Lectio     
                              Divina  (Conference Room)  
4:00 pm                  Basketball (gym) 
Wednesday, March 11  
10:00 am                Knitting (FJR) 
12:00 pm–5:45 pm  Adoration (church) 
4:00 pm                  Basketball (gym)   
6:30 pm                  Music Ministry (church)      
Thursday, March 12  
4:00 pm                  Basketball (gym) 
5:45 pm                  Tap (PC-3) 
Friday,  March 13  
4:00 pm                  Basketball (gym)          
6:30 pm                  Stations of the Cross (church) 
Saturday, March 14   
8:30 am –10:30 am OCIA (FJR)  
Sunday, March 15   
8:00 am                  Take and Eat (kitchen and gym)   
9:00 am                   Scripture Discussion/Lectio Divina        
                               (FJR)  
9:00 am                   Religious Education Classes  
                               Pre-K to 7th grade (lower church) 
11:30 am                 Coffee Social Hour   
                               (kitchen and FJR) 
6:00 pm                   Religious Education Classes  
                               8th grade (lower church) 
                               Confirmation (FJR)    
6:00pm –9:00 pm    Boy Scouts (PC-3)    

 

 

Weekend Mass Collection 3/1 
Regular $4490.00 

Maintenance $1001.00 
Fuel $182.00 

Loose $824.00  
Faith Formation $5.00 

Christmas $20.00 
Ash Wednesday $137.00 

Easter Flowers $35.00 
Easter $10.00 

Online Giving $3658.00  

Knights of Columbus  

Friday Fish Dinners  

March 13, 20, 27 
Sacred Heart Parish Center 5-7 PM 

$ 18 per meal  
Raffle basket and Prize Calendar chances available 

to support the August 2026  

Saturday, March 14, 2026  
5:00 PM - 6:30 PM 

Saint Patrick’s Supper 
Our Lady of the Lake, 224 Sheep Pasture Rd, Southwick  

The Knights of Columbus, Council #11178 welcomes all to 

their annual St. Patrick’s Supper March 14,  

5:00 PM to 6:30 PM in the Fr. Shea Hall  

Purchase Tix: Call or text 413-569-8440 or 

email; StPatsTickets@KofC11178.org. 

St. Stanislaus School Open House  
March 15 

   St. Stanislaus School, a Catholic Pre-K through 
Grade 8 community in Chicopee, MA, welcomes 
families to join us for our Open House on Sunday, 
March 15, 2026, from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.        

   Guided by our mission to partner with families in 
educating the whole child — spiritually, 
academically, physically, and socially — we strive 
to nurture students who grow in faith, knowledge, 
and service within a supportive and diverse 
environment. 

   Visitors are invited to explore our classrooms, 
meet our dedicated teachers, learn about our 
academic programs, and see how St. Stanislaus 
School helps students become confident learners 
and compassionate leaders. 

We look forward to greeting you and sharing what 

makes our school community special. 

https://diospringfield.org/events/saint-patricks-supper-southwick


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Springfield Rescue Mission  
 

OPERATION HOPE TOTE 
Collection Drive for Hygiene Products 

 
Ash Wednesday February 18th   

thru Sunday March 22nd  
 

Purple Collection Bags will be available at all 
church entrances. 

 
Operation Hope Tote is an annual 

campaign which gives our community an 
opportunity to help the homeless and those in 

need in the Springfield area.  
 

Suggested NEW items to fill the totes: 
Toothbrushes and Toothpaste 

Alcohol-Free Mouthwash 
Shampoo/Conditioner 

Soap/Body Wash 
Hand/Body Lotion 

Deodorant 
Lip Balm 

Body Powder 
Disposable Razors/Shaving Cream 

Feminine Products 
Brush/Comb 

Tissues 
T-Shirts, Socks, Underwear 

Rain Ponchos 
Drop off your filled bags at Saint John the 

Evangelist Church by March 22nd. 

Pro-Life Essay Contest : My Pro-Life 

Heroes 

Open to all from grades 4 to 12 
Grades 4 and 5: 200 word essay 

Grades 6,7,8 400 essay 
High School: 500 to 1,000 word essay 

All essays must be received by Friday,  
April 10, 2026 . 

$100 First Prize and $50 Second Prize offered 
in each age category.   

Contact the parish office for the official  

entry form. 

Pick up a Lenten Calendar available at each 

church entrance.   

The calendars include prayers and spiritual 

encouragement for the 40 Days of Lent.   

 
Calendars provided by the SJE Spiritual Life Commission.  

Rosary Companions 

St. John’s parish is forming an outreach ministry to pray 

the rosary with residents of Agawam North and South 

(formerly Heritage Hall). Volunteers will be asked to 

dedicate approximately one hour per month and we plan 

to pray on Thursday, Friday, or Saturday morning. If you 

are interested in joining this new ministry or have 

questions, please call the parish office and we will return 

your call. We will schedule a meeting of volunteers to 

provide rosary booklets, discuss scheduling, and answer 

questions. 

Saturday, March 14, 2026, 5:00 PM - 6:30 
PM 

Saint Patrick’s Supper, Southwick 

 Our Lady of the Lake, 224 Sheep Pasture Rd, 

Southwick  

The Knights of Columbus, Council #11178 

welcomes all to their annual St. Patrick’s Supper. 

March 14 th, 2026 – 5:00 PM to 6:30 PM  

 Father Shea Hall,  224 Sheep Pasture Rd, 

Southwick.  

Menu: Corned beef cabbage, potatoes, onions, 

carrots, beverage and dessert. Cost: Ages 13 to 

adult: $15.00, Ages 5 to 12: $7.00. Under 5: Free. 

Max Cost/Family = $35.00. Purchase Tix: Call or 

text 413-569-8440 or 

https://diospringfield.org/events/saint-patricks-supper-southwick
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FUNERAL HOME
Joseph D. Curran and 

Vincent Govoni, Directors
109 Main Street • West Springfi eld, MA

745 Cooper Street • Agawam, MA
413-781-7766

www.curranjones.com

Family owned & operated by 
Mason J. Soja, Director & President
Dignifi ed professional service in a homelike atmosphere

184 MAIN ST., AGAWAM, MA 01001
www.agawamfh .com | (413) 786-9483

Serving Agawam & Neighboring Communities for Over 60 Years

Agawam’s 
fi rst funeral home 

est. 1955Funeral Home

245 Springfi eld St., Agawam, MA
(413) 786-0430

Visit Our Websites: 
www.SaratFord.com • www.SaratLincoln.com

985 Main St., Agawam, MA 01001
(413) 786-2600

www.forastiere.com

For All Your 
Ceramic Tiles & 

Natural Stone Needs

1645 Riverdale Street
West Springfi eld, MA 01089

737-1179
Family Owned & 

Operated Business

Sullivan, 
Keating 

and Moran
Insurance Agency of Springfi eld, Inc.
For All Your Insurance Needs

840 Liberty Street 
413-781-5750

www.skminsurance.com
Ed Keating, Bill Sullivan,

Dave Mathews

JAMES
ROBERTS-MANNING
JAMESM@KVRETEAM.COM

413-478-3502

COMPLETE CLEANING SERVICE
“Keep it Clean... Go Green, Call Chem Clean!”
ADAM BURNETT, PRESIDENT

Ph: (413)739-6363
Cell: (413) 530-7355

Adam@ChemCleanCorp.com
71C RAMAH CIR. S. • AGAWAM, MA
Mailing: 347 Cooper St. • Agawam

Family Owned & Operated since 1990

BEFORE YOU GET 
IN A RIDE SHARE

RIDESHARING 
SAFETY TIPS

in remembrance of

S
A
M
I

stop

ask

match

inform

ASK

United Together In The Fight United Together In The Fight 
Against Bullying...Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness...Don’t Just Teach Kindness...
BE KINDNESS!BE KINDNESS!

It’s easy to join our mailing list!
Just send your email address by text message:

Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.

www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657 | info@mallorysarmy.org

Message and data rates may apply.

Have you found
TMFABERFABER TM

F R E E
DOWNLOAD!

Custom rosaries, chaplets, 
jewelry & keepsakes made 

with wedding & funeral flowers
ROSARIESFROMFLOWERS.COM

978-851-9103

INCREASE YOUR VISIBILITY
IN THE COMMUNITY

Place Your Ad Here to Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME
Dan Linnell

508-566-2717 | dlinnell@jppc.net

MICKI CHOI
Realtor®

413-507-1402
Parisioner

MickiChoi@gmail.com
Licensed inMA & CT

Jim’s Handyman ServicesJim’s Handyman Services
The Handyman that makes

your life simple
James Konunchuk

(413) 523-4522(413) 523-4522
Parishioner
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