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From the Pastor...

After I celebrate the Sunday Masses this weekend I will be taking
a little vacation.

Later this week, on Tuesday, the Church celebrates St. John
Vianney, the patron saint of parish priests.

St. John Vianney was born near Lyon, France in 1786. He entered
the seminary and had many difficulties during his studies to
become a priest, something that I would remember during my
times of difficulty when I was in the seminary, but he
persevered and was finally ordained and assigned to a struggling
parish in the town of Ars.

He proved to be an outstanding priest. He was very peaceful and
humble, and he was especially known for his saving of souls in
the sacrament of confession. It is said that he would sometimes
spend up to 12 hours in the confessional and people would come
from miles away to receive the sacrament from him.

I have often wondered if he ever took a vacation. He certainly
put his whole life into his priesthood, but did he ever take some
“time off™?

I did a little research and was surprised to find out that priests
have always been allowed to take some time off...sort of. In the
“‘olden days”, (medieval era), they weren’'t allowed to take
vacations as we know it, but they were allowed time away from
their post to attend training, or synods or to take care of serious
family matters. They were also required to take spiritual retreats,
(which we still do), and if they had a good reason they could go
on pilgrimages.

Today the situation is quite different. In our diocese, (at least the
last time I checked), priests are allowed one month, but only two
weekends, for vacation, per year, separate from their retreat.
This coincides with the guidelines found in Canon Law
promulgated in 1983.

So there you have it. The Church has always recognized that
priests need an occasional break from their formal ministries
and in modern times we are able to take vacations just like
anyone else. We still celebrate Mass every day, usually privately,
and take time to have some quiet contemplative prayer and to
pray the Liturgy of the Hours wherever our vacation takes us.

I still don’t know if St. John Vianney took vacation but I least I
know it wasn’t like the vacations we are allowed to take today.

Have a blessed week!

Holy Mass This Week

Saturday, August 1** | St. Alphonsus Ligouri, Bishop & Doctor of
the Church; 18™ Sunday in Ordinary Time Vigil
4:30PM Joseph McNulty (2" Anniversary)

Sunday, August 2" | 18® Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00AM The People of St. Paul Parish

9:30AM Living - Private Intention

11:30AM Timothy Harris (47" Anniversary)

Monday, August 3™ of the Eighteenth Week in Ordinary Time
12:05PM  Frank & Mary Crowley (Memorial)

Tuesday, August 4™ | St. John Vianney, Priest
12:05PM James Powers (Month’s Mind)

Wednesday, August 5 | The Dedication of the Basilica of St.
Mary Major
12:05PM Robert Conroy (Birthday Remembrance)

Thursday, August 6™ | The Transfiguration of the Lord
12:05PM Marion & Walter McCaughey (Birthday Remembrance)

Friday, August 7" | St. Sixtus II, Pope, & Companions, Martyrs; St.
Cajetan, Priest
12:05PM Frances J. Billeri (Birthday Remembrance)

Saturday, August 8" | St. Dominic, Priest; 19" Sunday in Ordinary
Time Vigil

4:30PM  Albert Blais (12" Anniversary) & Marie Blais (24"
Anniversary)

Sunday, August 9™ | 19™ Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00AM The Intention of the Celebrant

9:30AM  The Poutray Family (Memorial)
11:30AM  Manuel Pons (1* Anniversary)
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ST. MATTHEW’S INTENTIONS

Sunday, August 2™ | Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:30AM Peter Murphy (50" Anniversary); requested by his Family|

ST. MATTHEW'’S - COUNTER SCHEDULE:

AUGUST 3, 2026 - Team 1
AUGUST 10, 2026 - Team 2
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i? A holy hour is the practice of spending seps
one hour's time in the presence of the &
Blessed  Sacrament, praying and
meditating on the agony of Jesus Christ.
(Here at St. Paul’s, join us on Monday
evenings for Adoration, Rosary, Evening
Prayer & Benediction)

SUMMERWITH THE SAINTS -
STARTS THIS WEEK!

THURSDAY, AUGUST 6™ AT 7:00PM
RECTORY MEETING ROOM

In honor of the United States celebrating its 250th
anniversary, this year’s Summer with the Saints will
feature saints with links to our great county. At our
first session — held this Thursday, August 6th- we
will hear about T Yy
Saint Kateri Tekakwitha,
the first Native American
saint to be recognized by
the Roman Catholic Church.

Our evening begins at 7:00PM.
We will hear a short presentation on “The Lily of the
Mohawks” and enjoy light refreshments.
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Campaign Updates
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Thanks be to God we have met our pledge
goal for our Repair, Restore, Rejoice Capital
Campaign. GOAL: $1,227,305

We will now be showing our progress in
receiving the funds to meet the pledge goal.
Our thermometer shows the current pledges,
and the “mercury” shows the money we
have received to meet our pledge goal.

$926,629

As of July 24, 2026:
Pledges received: $926,629.53
Outstanding to be received: $300,675.47
If you have any questions, please don’t
hesitate to contact the parish office!
Thank you for your continuing generosity.

AUGUST G.LFET.

Don’t let the last full month of summer slip by without
taking advantage of an opportunity to personally grow in
your faith! One great way is to attend the Summer of the
Saints series. You can come to one, two or all three
sessions! Come to hear the inspirational stories of our
beloved saints, and enjoy some fellowship and
refreshments. Please see the Summer with the Saints
announcement located on page 5 in this bulletin.
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PARISHIONERS OF ST. MATTHEW'S:

The company that provides budget envelopes
for St. Matthew’s parish has been dealing
with production problems, but they have
communicated that they should be able to provide
envelopes beginning in August.

Please let the us know if you do not receive them.
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G DIOCESE of PROVIDENCE

CELEBRATING WEDDING
ANNIVERSARIES

Are you celebrating your 25th, 40th, 50th, or 50+
Wedding Anniversary in 2026° The Diocese of
Providence invites you and your spouse to a special
Wedding Anniversary Celebration on Sunday,
October 18, 2026, at 1:00 p.m. at the Cathedral of
SS. Peter and Paul in Providence. The celebration
includes Mass, the renewal of wedding vows, a
personalized anniversary certificate, and a
reception for couples and their guests. Bishop
Bruce A. Lewandowski, C.Ss.R., will serve as the
principal celebrant and homilist. If you would like
to participate, please contact the parish office to
have a form filled out or check the hospitality table.

Registration forms must be
submitted by September 11, 2026.

JOIN OUR
NEWSLETTER:

Scan the QR Code:

flocknote

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY

The Edgewood Pawtuxet Food Closet is seeking
volunteers on the 2" and 4 Thursdays of the month to
help with deliveries from the Rhode Island Food Bank.
Assistance is needed for about an hour, typically
between 10:00-11:30AM.

Please note that the ability to lift up to 30 pounds is
required. Individuals would also be required to
transport boxes down a ramp.

Interested? Please call the rectory office at 461-5734 to
leave your name and contact information. A

representative from the Food Closet will return your
call.

The Edgewood Pawtuxet Food Closet
is located at 1665 Broad St, Cranston.

ST. PAUL PARISH ASSEMBLY

An invitation for All Parishioners
from Bishop Lewandowski:

Bishop Lewandowski has called for every parish
throughout the Diocese of Providence to hold an assembly
this fall. Assemblies provide an opportunity for the clergy
and parishioners to gather for prayer and guided
discussion with the purpose of setting pastoral priorities.

They are not intended to change the liturgy,
dogmas, or doctrines of the Church.

Rather, the purpose of the assembly is to:

« Listen together for how the Holy Spirit is calling us to
live the Church’s mission more faithfully in our time
and place

« Identify pastoral needs

« Discern next steps for ministry, evangelization, and
renewal

« Strengthen shared responsibility for the mission of our
parishes and our diocese

Our parish assembly will be held in St. Paul School
Auditorium on September 30th at 7PM. The Bishop
hopes parishioners, including the Korean Community, will
come and provide thoughtful input.

Watch the bulletin for a sign up slip in the month ahead.
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